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What are Republicans doing?

I know two sitting Republican Mem-
bers went to a White nationalist con-
ference a few days ago.

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 397 HONORING OUR
PROMISE TO ADDRESS COM-
PREHENSIVE TOXICS ACT OF 2021

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 950 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 950

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider in the
House the bill (H.R. 3967) to improve health
care and benefits for veterans exposed to
toxic substances, and for other purposes. All
points of order against consideration of the
bill are waived. An amendment in the nature
of a substitute consisting of the text of Rules
Committee Print 117-33, modified by the
amendment printed in part A of the report of
the Committee on Rules accompanying this
resolution, shall be considered as adopted.
The bill, as amended, shall be considered as
read. All points of order against provisions
in the bill, as amended, are waived. The pre-
vious question shall be considered as ordered
on the bill, as amended, and on any further
amendment thereto, to final passage without
intervening motion except: (1) one hour of
debate equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs or their re-
spective designees; (2) the further amend-
ments described in section 2 of this resolu-
tion; (3) the amendments en bloc described in
section 3 of this resolution; and (4) one mo-
tion to recommit.

SEC. 2. After debate pursuant to the first
section of this resolution, each further
amendment printed in part B of the report of
the Committee on Rules not earlier consid-
ered as part of amendments en bloc pursuant
to section 3 of this resolution shall be con-
sidered only in the order printed in the re-
port, may be offered only by a Member des-
ignated in the report, shall be considered as
read, shall be debatable for the time speci-
fied in the report equally divided and con-
trolled by the proponent and an opponent,
may be withdrawn by the proponent at any
time before the question is put thereon, shall
not be subject to amendment, and shall not
be subject to a demand for division of the
question.

SEC. 3. It shall be in order at any time
after debate pursuant to the first section of
this resolution for the chair of the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs or his designee
to offer amendments en bloc consisting of
further amendments printed in part B of the
report of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution not earlier disposed
of. Amendments en bloc offered pursuant to
this section shall be considered as read, shall
be debatable for 20 minutes equally divided
and controlled by the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs or their respective designees,
shall not be subject to amendment, and shall
not be subject to a demand for division of the
question.

SEC. 4. All points of order against the fur-
ther amendments printed in part B of the re-
port of the Committee on Rules or amend-
ments en bloc described in section 3 of this
resolution are waived.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
RUIZ). The gentleman from Massachu-
setts is recognized for 1 hour.
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Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, for
the purpose of debate only, I yield the
customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
RESCHENTHALER), pending which I yield
myself such time as I may consume.
During consideration of this resolu-
tion, all time yielded is for the purpose
of debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
be given 5 legislative days to revise and
extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?

There was no objection.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, before
I begin, I just want to state what I
think we are all feeling here today, and
that is that our prayers are with the
Ukrainian people during this very per-
ilous time.

I want to acknowledge the unity dis-
played in the yesterday afternoon
Rules Committee meeting when Demo-
crats and Republicans came together
and with one voice condemned Vladi-
mir Putin’s blatant aggression, his bru-
tality, and the horrific actions the
Russian state is now taking against the
people of Ukraine. It was almost as if
there was no distinction between polit-
ical parties, and I think that is as it
should be because Vladimir Putin is
not a genius, as some have said, and he
is not smart. He is a bully. He is a dic-
tator.

I cochair the Human Rights Commis-
sion in Congress. We have done count-
less hearings on his brutality against
the Russian people. He jails people he
disagrees with, he kills people he dis-
agrees with, and he tortures people he
disagrees with. He truly is an inter-
national pariah.

After this latest action, he will be in
the same category as Kim Jong-un in
North Korea.

So I just want to acknowledge the
unity yesterday in the Rules Com-
mittee, and I want my Republican
friends to know how grateful I was to
have us all speak as one, especially
during this difficult time. I know it is
important not just for the Ukrainian
people but in Russia that we are speak-
ing as one because when people start to
make excuses for the Russian dictator
or start to find ways to praise him,
that gets played on Russian TV and ex-
aggerated in a way to indicate that
somehow we are not unified here when
I believe that we are.

Mr. Speaker, on Monday, the Rules
Committee met and reported a rule,
House Resolution 950, providing for
consideration of H.R. 3967, the Hon-
oring Our PACT Act, under a struc-
tured rule. The rule self-executes a
manager’s amendment from Chairman
TAKANO, provides 1 hour of general de-
bate equally divided and controlled by
the chair and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs, and makes in order 28 amend-
ments. Lastly, the rule provides en
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bloc authority to Chairman TAKANO
and provides one motion to recommit.

Mr. Speaker, today we are here to
stand up for our veterans. For a long
time now, more and more have been
speaking out—pleading—to be taken
seriously about the health impacts of
the toxic chemicals they dealt with
while serving our country.

Many encountered water at military
bases that were contaminated with
toxins, like harmful forever chemicals.
They breathed in toxic fumes at burn
pits where jet fuel was used to incin-
erate things like paint, petroleum, and
plastic. And they were exposed with ra-
diation when being tasked to clean up
after nuclear tests, without being given
the proper safety equipment.

These were duties we demanded of
them. And as a result, many veterans
have been left to suffer with severe
health challenges like cancers, infer-
tility, and respiratory conditions.
Many more have died, and others are
just too sick to work.
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We aren’t talking about just a few
people here, Mr. Speaker. We are talk-
ing about millions and millions of vet-
erans who answered the call to serve.

When they asked us to take care of
them, for too long, they were just
brushed aside not just by Congress but
also by the Department of Defense,
year after year after year.

They were told the science wasn’t
clear. And they were told that pro-
viding the medical care that they need-
ed and that they earned was just too
high.

Maybe some bureaucrat somewhere
viewed denying veterans’ disability
claims as an exercise in frugality.
Maybe drowning them in paperwork
and setting an unreasonably high bar
to get benefits just became the norm. I
don’t know.

But that finally ends here and now,
Mr. Speaker. The legislation included
in this rule will cut the burdensome
red tape. It will streamline the VA’s re-
view process, and it will get veterans
exposed to toxins the care that they so
badly need.

H.R. 3967 tasks the VA with providing
standardized trainings to better handle
these claims, and it requires them to
conduct outreach and provide resources
to veterans exposed to deadly chemi-
cals.

Thanks to this bill, no longer will the
burden to prove toxic exposure be
placed on veterans themselves. And it
is about damn time, Mr. Speaker.

If this bill becomes law, it will help
an estimated 1.4 million veterans by
fiscal year 2031. That is something that
we should all be proud of.

The Honoring our PACT Act recog-
nizes that just thanking our veterans
for their service isn’t enough. We must
back up those words with action.

Some may suggest that we should
just maintain the status quo or make
the scope of this bill much, much
smaller. Let me remind them that Con-
gress made the choice to spend trillions
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of dollars over the last 20 years on
sending our servicemembers into
harm’s way. Those decisions came at a
cost of more than $6 trillion. That is
trillion with a T.

How in the world, Mr. Speaker, can
anyone justify spending trillions of dol-
lars on sending servicemembers to
fight abroad just to nickel and dime
them on healthcare costs once they re-
turn home? That is unconscionable.

Taking care of toxic-exposed vet-
erans is a cost of war, period. If anyone
here has reservations about paying it,
they should think long and hard before
calling for our servicemembers to fight
in another conflict halfway around the
world.

Our veterans put their lives on the
line for us. They made sacrifices that
are hard to even imagine. They fought
to protect us, and they shouldn’t have
to then fight their country for the ben-
efits that they have earned.

Let’s take care of our veterans. Let’s
pass this bill and the underlying legis-
lation. And let’s honor our veterans
with more than just words.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

I want to thank my good friend, the
chairman of the Rules Committee, for
yielding me the customary 30 minutes.

Mr. Speaker, before I begin, I would
just like to take a moment to recog-
nize someone who absolutely exempli-
fies the bipartisanship and camaraderie
of the Rules Committee staff, and that
is James Fitzella. He has worked on
the Rules Committee for 7 years, and I
am incredibly sad to say that he is
leaving us for the private sector. His
commitment to this institution and
working across the aisle to get things
done, that attitude will be truly
missed.

He served the Rules Committee with
integrity, dedication, and unwavering
optimism. Congressional staff are often
the unsung heroes of this body and of
any legislative accomplishment, and
this is absolutely the truth in James’
case.

I know I speak for everybody on the
Rules Committee when I extend my
sincere gratitude to James for his pub-
lic service and wish him our very best.

I would also be remiss if I didn’t rec-
ognize Jeff Gohringer, who is leaving
the majority staff after being on the
Rules Committee for 6 years. I am sure
Chairman MCGOVERN would agree that
we would be lost without the excellent
work from our staff members.

I know Jeff was an absolutely critical
part of the team, so I would like to also
extend my best wishes to Jeff in his fu-
ture endeavors as well.

Mr. Speaker, let’s talk about the rule
before us. The rule before us today
makes in order H.R. 3967, the Honoring
our PACT Act.

As an Iraq war veteran, I believe sup-
porting toxic-exposed veterans should
be of the highest priority.
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Approximately 3.5 million veterans
who served our Nation after the ter-
rorist attacks of 9/11 were exposed to
open-air burn pits and other toxins.
Many of these troops now suffer from
serious health issues, including rare
and aggressive cancers, respiratory
conditions, and other illnesses. Yet,
they face significant barriers to obtain-
ing help from the VA.

These men and women put their lives
on the line to defend our freedoms. We
must provide them with the care and
benefits they have earned.

That is why I am disappointed that
we are here considering H.R. 3967 rath-
er than voting on the Health Care for
Burn Pit Veterans Act, a bipartisan
bill that has already passed the Senate
by unanimous consent. If we took up
that bill immediately, it could be
signed into law by the end of the week,
ensuring swift delivery of lifesaving
care for toxic-exposed veterans.

Instead, here we are, prioritizing a
bill that must still undergo a lengthy
analysis process and many legislative
considerations. We also have to look at
the impact on the current VA and
those that are getting benefits now
from the VA, and the backlog that ex-
ists in our VA system.

Republicans want to quickly deliver
help to veterans suffering from toxic
exposure. The best way to do that is to
bring the Senate-passed Health Care
for Burn Pit Veterans Act to the House
floor.

Prioritizing H.R. 3967 will only slow
down the process and delay implemen-
tation of toxic exposure benefits. I,
therefore, urge my colleagues to oppose
this rule, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I want to thank the gentleman for
his comments. I just want to say that
he is right. We could probably pass the
very short bill that the Republicans
have put forward, H.R. 6659, and send it
to the President. But our bill, which is
actually more than 80 pages, goes into
much more depth and covers a lot
more.

Republicans want to do just a little
bit. We want to actually solve the chal-
lenges that so many of our veterans
face.

By the way, Mr. Speaker, I include in
the RECORD the Statement of Adminis-
tration Policy, which states that Presi-
dent Biden would basically sign the bill
we are discussing here today into law.

STATEMENT OF ADMINISTRATION POLICY
H.R. 3967—HONORING OUR PROMISE TO ADDRESS

COMPREHENSIVE TOXICS (PACT) ACT—REP.

TAKANO, D-CALIFORNIA AND 100 COSPONSORS

The Administration strongly supports H.R.
3967, which would expand veterans’ access to
health care and benefits to address the
health effects of harmful environmental ex-
posures that occurred during military serv-
1ce.

The President believes that our Nation has
only one truly sacred obligation: to properly
prepare and equip our service members when
we send them into harm’s way and to care
for them and their families when they return
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home. Far too often, military service comes
with a cost, and we owe it to our veterans
and their families to address these con-
sequences comprehensively. Unfortunately,
it has taken decades to understand the dele-
terious effects of environmental exposures—
leaving too many without access to the bene-
fits and services they need.

H.R. 3967 would make changes to the defi-
nitions for who is eligible for VA health care
based on presumed toxic exposure during
military service, including from bum pits,
radiation, or other environmental condi-
tions. H.R. 3967 would also make changes to
the Department of Veteran Affairs (VA’s)
process for determining presumptive service
connection and mandate several research
studies related to military related environ-
mental exposures. It would also establish
new registries related to exposures, which
would provide new data on the long-term im-
pacts from environmental exposures. H.R.
3697 also would allow a Federal cause of ac-
tion related to contaminated water at Camp
Lejeune, North Carolina and establish train-
ing requirements for health providers, and
require an outreach plan to educate veterans
about their eligibility for benefits and serv-
ices related to toxic exposure.

The Administration looks forward to work-
ing with the Congress to enact this legisla-
tion and ensuring it is effectively imple-
mented. We must address the toxic legacy of
environmental exposures sustained by vet-
erans during their military service and ful-
fill our sacred obligation to our veterans,
their families, caregivers, and survivors. We
must also ensure that VA has the resources
it needs to implement this legislation.

Mr. MCGOVERN. We have an oppor-
tunity today to move a bill forward
that will pass the House, even if many
Republicans will not vote for it; send it
to the Senate; get them to act on it;
and send to the President a bill for him
to sign that will actually do the job
and be more than just a press release.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as she
may consume to the gentlewoman from
Pennsylvania (Ms. SCANLON), a distin-
guished member of the Rules Com-
mittee.

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of today’s rule.

As we work with President Biden to
build a better America, we must honor
our debt to our veterans for their serv-
ice and sacrifice on behalf of our coun-
try.

There are obvious risks and sacrifices
in military service: the physical and
mental challenges, time away from
loved ones, and the possibility that one
may be called upon to make the ulti-
mate sacrifice for one’s country. But
there are hidden risks and sacrifices as
well, and our failure to address them
means that, for too long, we have not
met the needs of veterans who have
been exposed to toxic substances dur-
ing the course of their military service,
as they have suffered from chronic res-
piratory illness, cancer, and a variety
of other maladies later in life.

The most well-known example of this
is Agent Orange. It took years of vet-
erans’ advocacy for the government to
acknowledge and provide services and
treatment for injuries caused by Agent
Orange.

Even as the connections between ill-
ness and exposure to Agent Orange
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have multiplied, new links have been
established between exposure to other
toxic substances during military serv-
ice and chronic and life-threatening
diseases. The burn pits used at military
installations across the globe are a
more recent example.

The Honoring our PACT bill enacts
long-overdue support for over 3 million
veterans suffering from illnesses due to
exposure to toxins and radiation during
military service. This comprehensive
bill will cut red tape to getting vet-
erans benefits, allowing veterans ex-
posed to chemical, airborne, and radio-
active hazards to receive full health
benefits to treat illnesses related to
that exposure.

We owe it to our vets to pass this bill
and provide them with the benefits
they deserve.

Mr. Speaker, I also want to highlight
my amendment to the Honoring our
PACT Act, which will provide addi-
tional funding to ensure that the VA
can implement the new benefits that
this bill will authorize.

I strongly encourage all of my col-
leagues to support the rule, the PACT
Act, and my amendment when they are
considered on the House floor.

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Just a quick point of rebuttal. I
would just remind my good friend from
Massachusetts that passage of H.R. 3967
is not guaranteed in the Senate.

We don’t have that concern when we
are talking about the Health Care for
Burn Pit Veterans Act, which has al-
ready passed the Senate by unanimous
consent. We could pass that today here
on the floor this week. It could be
signed into law this week. Doing any-
thing other is simply to delay assist-
ance to the veterans who need it most.

Now, to the topic of Ukraine. In the
wake of Vladimir Putin’s brutal, brutal
invasion of Ukraine, the world is cry-
ing out for an alternative to Russian
energy. Pennsylvania, and the rest of
America’s heartland, could provide
that alternative.

But President Biden and Congres-

































