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As for Key, on April 18, 2024, James Key, II and Patricia Key were appointed in Durham
County, North Carolina as co-executors of their mother’s estate. See PSMF §41; DSMF {41. On
August 10, 2022, they filed an administrative claim with the Department of the Navy as their
mother’s legal representative. See PSMF { 38; DSMF q 38. They requested money damages in a
sum certain in their claim. See PSMF q 39; DSMF q 39. Their claim has been pending for at least
six months without a final disposition. See [D.E. 208] 10. Accordingly, the Keys exhausted their

administrative remedies. See Van Emburgh, 95 F.4th at 801; In re Camp Lejeune Water Litig.,

2024 WL 816218, at *3, *6, *9. On April 30, 2024, the Keys filed their short-form complaint. See
[D.E.1]3
B.

As for Miller, she is the widow of James Earl Miller. See PSMF § 15; DSMF { 15. James
Earl Miller served in the United States Marine Corps at Camp Lejeune from November 4, 1974,
to June 30, 1975, and from January 1, 1976, to March 31, 1976. See PSMF § 17; DSMF {17. On
March 3, 2015, James Earl Miller died. See PSMF q 18; DSMF q 18. When he died, James Earl
Miller was a Mississippi resident. See PSMF § 19; DSMF q 19. Miller did not open an estate for
her deceased husband in Mississippi or any other state. See PSMF q 21; DSMF q 21.

On October 5, 2022, Miller filed an administrative claim under the CLJA with the
Department of the Navy as her deceased husband’s legal representative. See PSMF 9 22; DSMF
922. Miller’s claim includes a request for money damages in sum certain. See PSMF § 23; DSMF
9 23.

Miller argues that she has a statutory right to bring a wrongful death action under

Mississippi law and thereby qualifies as a “legal representative” under section 804(b) of the CLJA.

3 This citation is to individual case number 7:24-CV-382.
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1.
In sum, the court GRANTS plaintiffs Key, Bassano, and Armstrong’s motions for partial
summary judgment and DENIES WITHOUT PREJUDICE plaintiff Miller’s motion for partial
summary judgment [D.E. 184].

SO ORDERED. This 10 day of September, 2024.

@/ E AV T {W Vor

RICHARD E. MYERS II RRENCE W. BOYLE

Chief United States District Judge ge
v ‘\f. ﬂu’c\e’.—_ R ﬁ..o.\j QA
UISE W. FLANABAN JAMES C. DEVER Il
United States District Judge United States District Judge
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