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I N THE UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
FOR THE EASTERN DI STRI CT OF NORTH CAROLI NA
| N RE: Case No.
7:23-CV-00897
CAMP LEJEUNE WATER LI TI GATI ON

This Document Rel ates to:
ALL CASES

July 2, 2025

VI DEOTAPED DEPOSI Tl ON of
JOHN SFAKI ANOS, M. D., held at 112 Madi son
Avenue, New York, New York, commencing at
9: 00 a.m EDT, on the above date, before
Mari e Foley, a Registered Merit Reporter,
Certified Realtime Reporter and Notary
Publ i c.
GOLKOW, a Veritext Division
877.370.3377 ph | 917.591.5672 fax
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A PPEARANTCES:

ON BEHALF OF PLAI NTI FF:
Ml LBERG COLEMAN BRYSON PHI LLI PS GROSSMAN
BY: PATRI CK M. WALLACE, ESQUI RE

900 W. Morgan Street

Ral ei gh, North Carolina 27603

PHONE: 919.600.5000

EMAI L: PWall ace@mi | berg. com

ON BEHALF OF DEFENDANT:
UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTI CE
BY: M CHAEL W CROMWELL, ESQUI RE
MEL ANI E KONSTANTOPOULOS, ESQUI RE
1100 L Street N. W
Suite 3314
Washi ngton, D.C. 20005
PHONE: 202.616.4200
EMAI L: Mi chael . W Cromwel | @isdoj . gov
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ALSO PRESENT VI A ZOOM:
Jenna Butl er
JT Mal one
David M cel i
Ted Ruzicka

VI DEOGRAPHER:
Danny Ortega

Page 3
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FEDERAL STI PULATI ONS

I T I'S HEREBY STI PULATED AND
AGREED by and between the parties hereto,

t hrough their respective counsel, that the
certification, sealing and filing of the
within exam nation will be and the same

are hereby waived;

IT IS FURTHER STI PULATED AND
AGREED that all objections, except as to
the form of the question, will be reserved
to the time of the trial;

I'T I'S FURTHER STI PULATED AND
AGREED that the within exami nation may be
signed before any Notary Public with the
same force and effect as if signed and

sworn to before this Court.

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division www.veritext.com
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E X HI BI1 TS
NO. DESCRI PTI ON PAGE
Sf aki anos Subpoena to Testify At a 18
Exhibit 1 Deposition in a Civil Action
To: John Sfakianos, M. D.
Sf aki anos Plaintiff's Objections and 20
Exhi bit 2 Responses to Defendant's
Noti ce of Videotaped
Deposition of Dr. John
Sf aki anos
Sf aki anos Plaintiffs' Designation and 26
Exhi bit 3 Di sclosure of Phase |11
Expert W tness
Sf aki anos Specific Causation Expert 27
Exhi bit 4 Report For Jimmy Laramore
John P. Sfakianos, M. D.
02/ 0712025
Golkow Technologies,
877-370-3377 A Veritext Division www.veritext.com
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NO.
Sf aki anos

Exhi bit 5

Sf aki anos

Exhi bit 6

Sf aki anos

Exhi bit 7

Sf aki anos

Exhi bit 8

DESCRI PTI ON

Specific Causation Expert

Report For
John P. Sfakianos,

02/ 07/ 2025

Rebutt al
May 14,

Expert
2025
Jimmy C. Laramore v.
St at es of
Report of

Mat eri als Consi der ed

Mar k A. Cagi ano V.
St at es of
Report of

Mat eri als Consi der ed

Report

John Sfakianos,

Uni t ed

John Sfakianos,
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PAGE
27

Mar k Cagi ano
M. D.

28

Uni t ed 36

Ameri ca Expert

M. D.

37

America Expert

M. D.
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NO.
Sf aki anos

Exhi bit 9

Sf aki anos

Exhi bit 10

Sf aki anos

Exhibit 11

Sf aki anos

Exhibit 12

Page 8

DESCRI PTI ON PAGE
Dr. John Sfakianos - 37
Suppl emental Materials
Consi dered List
February 7, 2025
| nvoi ces of John Sfakianos, 46

Bat es CL_PLG- EXPERT_SFAKI ANOS_
0000000001-002

Specific Causation Expert 132
Report for Jefferson

Criswell Thomas Longo, M. D.
February 7, 2025

Ri nk study 157
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NO.
Sf aki anos
Exhibit 13

Sf aki anos
Exhibit 14

Sf aki anos

Exhi bit 15

Sf aki anos
Exhibit 16

Sf aki anos
Exhibit 17

DESCRI PTI ON
ATSDR Assessment of the
Evidence January 13,
Bat es
CLJS_HEALTHEFFECTS-

0000044276-371

Bove 2014 study

Dr. Hatten expert

2025

report

February 7,

Wal | ace study

Michell e Moody medi cal
report 02/26/2010,

Bat es
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PAGE
161

2017,

176

198

203

246

00594_LARAMORE_0000002007-010
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EXHI BI1 TS
NO. DESCRI PTI ON PAGE
Sf aki anos Abdul mohsen study 310
Exhi bit 18
Sf aki anos | nqui s Surgical Cost 350
Exhibit 19 Analysis 02/06/2025
( REPORTER' S NOTE: Al l quotations from
exhibits are reflected in the manner
in which they were read into the
record and do not necessarily denote
an exact quote from the document.)
Golkow Technologies,
877-370-3377 A Veritext Division www.veritext.com
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DEPOSI TI ON SUPPORT | NDEX

DI RECTI ON TO W TNESS NOT TO ANSWER
Page Line
137 6
149 11

REQUEST FOR PRODUCTI ON OF DOCUMENTS
Page Line
57 23

STI PULATI ONS
Page Li ne

- -none- -

QUESTI ONS MARKED
Page Line

- -hone- -
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9: 04 a.m EDT
New Yor k, New York

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: We are now on

the record. My name i s Danny Ortega,
and | am a |l egal videographer for
Gol kow Litigation Services. Today' s

date is July 2nd, 2025, and the time
iIs 9:04 a.m

This video deposition is being
held at 112 Madi son Avenue, New York,
New York, in the matter of Camp
Lej eune Water Litigation No.
7:23-CV-987 versus the United States
of America.

The deponent today is Dr. John
Sf aki anos.

Counsel, please identify
yourselves for the record.

MR. CROMWELL: Mi chael Cromwel
on behalf of the United States.

MS. KONSTANTOPOULOS: Mel ani e

Konstantopoul os on behalf of the

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division www.veritext.com
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United States.

MR. WALLACE: Patrick Wall ace of
Mi | berg Col eman Bryson Phillips
Grossman appearing on behalf of the
plaintiffs' | eadership group.

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: The court
reporter today is Marie Foley, and
will now swear in the witness.

THE STENOGRAPHER: If I could
ask you to raise your right hand,
pl ease.

Do you swear or affirm the
testimony you give will be the truth,
the whole truth, and nothing but the
truth today?

THE W TNESS: | do.

THE STENOGRAPHER: Thank you.

JOHN SFAKI ANOS, M. D., the Wtness herein,

havi ng been first duly sworn by a
Not ary Public in and of the State of
New York, was exami ned and testified

as foll ows:

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division www.veritext.com
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EXAMI NATI ON BY
MR. CROMWELL:
Q. Good morni ng, Doctor.
Woul d you please state your ful

name for the record?

A. lt's John Sfakianos.

Q. And where do you currently
reside?

A. The home address is 162 High
Farms Road, Gl en Head, New York 11545,

Q. Okay.

Doctor, as | just stated, my

name is M chael Cromwell, and |I'm an

attorney with the U.S. Department of
Justice representing the United States in
the Camp Lejeune Rel ated Water Litigation,
which is pending in the Eastern District
of North Carolina.

Doctor, you have been deposed

before; is that correct?

A. Correct.

Q. And you have given deposition
testi mony as an expert witness; is that

correct?

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division www.veritext.com
Case 7:23-cv-00897-RJ  Document 507-6  Filed 08/26/25 Page 15 of 481
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correct?

correctly.

Q.

A.
Q.

behal f of
A.

Q.

A. Yes.
Q. And you've also testified
trial as an expert witness; is that

A. Yes.

Q. When is the |l ast time you
testi mony under oath?

A. It was roughly May of this

Q. Okay.

May 20257

A. Yes.

Q. Do you recall the name of
case?

A. That case was the plaintif
Leonard versus Kim if | remember

| might be wrong.

And you were serving as an

expert witness in that case?

Yes.

Okay.

And who were you testifyin
i n that case?

The plaintiff.

Plaintiff.

Page 15

at

gave

year .

t hat

f was

g on

877-370-3377

Golkow Technologies,
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And just generally speaking,
what kind of case was that? Was it a
medi cal mal practice kind of case or --
A. Yes.
Q. Yeah, okay.
And were you testifying as to
the standard of care that the plaintiff

had received in that case?

A. Yes.
Q. Okay.
So obviously you're familiar
with the process. ' 11 be asking
guestions. You'll be answering. You're

doing a great job so far, we're not
interrupting each other. I would just ask
that you allow me to complete my question
and I will do my best to allow you to
compl ete your answer.

Additionally, if you can provide

"yes" or no" answers and not "uh-huh" or

“"uh-uh" type because that gets confusing

with the court reporter to transcribe.
This is your testimony, so if

you need to take breaks, just et me know.

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division www.veritext.com
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The only t

is i f ther

break.

time to ti

You are st

answer.

A.
Q.

today, med

guestions

A.

Q.
testifying
testifying

A.

Q.

Page 17

hing I would ask as a courtesy

e's a question pending, that you

answer the question before us taking a

s that fair?

Yes.

Okay.

There may be objections from
me from counsel for the PLG.

i1l able to answer unless you

follow your attorney's instruction to not

I s that understand - -
Yes.
And then is there any reason

Il cal or otherwi se, that you

cannot hear, understand, or respond to the

that 1'1l be asking today?

No .

And you understand you are
under oath as if you were
in court?

Yes.

Okay.

877-370-3377

Golkow Technologies,
A Veritext Division www.veritext.com

Case 7:23-cv-00897-RJ  Document 507-6  Filed 08/26/25 Page 18 of 481



co N o o b~ W N B

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Page 18

Doctor, you are testifying today
as a result of a subpoena and Notice of
Deposition. | s that correct?

A. Yes.

MR. CROMWELL: | *'m going to go
ahead and mark as Exhibit 1 that
subpoena.

( Sfaki anos Exhibit 1, Subpoena
to Testify At a Deposition in a Civil
Action To: John Sfakianos, M D., was
mar ked for identification, as of this
date.)

BY MR. CROMWELL
Q. "1l hand you what we've marked
as Exhibit 1.

Doctor, are you familiar with

this exhibit?

A Yes.

Q Did you review it?

A. Yes.

Q Doctor, if you |l ook towards the

back of Exhibit 1, there is a page
entitled "Attachment A" three pages from

t he back.

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division www.veritext.com
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Do you see that?
A. Yes.
Q. Did you review these various
document requests?
A. Yes.
Q. Okay.
And did you provide documents
t hat were -- were responsive to these

requests?

A. | don't understand that.

Q. Sure. The first question was
did you -- have you seen these requests
before, and | think you were answering
yes.

A. Yes.

Q. And then in response to these

requests, did you provide any documents in
response to these?
A. Yes, | wrote a brief, or a
report on this, yes.
Q. Okay.
That would include invoices; 1is
t hat correct?

A. Yes.

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division WWWw.veritext.com
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responses and objections
requests?

A. Yes.

MR. CROMWELL: Okay.

to hand you what

as Exhibit 2 for

( Sf aki anos Exhibit 2,

to Defendant's Notice of
Deposition of Dr.
mar ked for

date.)

identification,

John Sfakianos,

as of

Page 20

you use in

any documents

requests in

Q. Patient forms that
your practice; is that correct?
A. Yes.
Q. Okay.
Are you aware of
t hat are responsive to the
Exhi bit 1 that were not produced?
A. Not that |'m aware of.
Q. Okay.
Are you, Doctor, aware that
counsel for the plaintiffs provided

to these

"m goi ng

we're going to mark

the deposition.

Plaintiff's Objections and Responses

Vi deot aped

was

this

Golkow Technologies,
A Veritext Division
Document 507-6  Filed 08/26/25

877-370-3377
Case 7:23-cv-00897-RJ

www.veritext.com
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BY MR. CROMWELL:
Q. In front of you is Exhibit 2,
and this is entitled "Plaintiffs’
Obj ections and Responses to Defendants'
Noti ce of Videotaped Deposition of Dr.
John Sfakianos. ™"
s that correct?
A. Yes.
Q. Did you have any role in
formul ating the responses and objections
in Exhibit 2?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
A. No.
Q. Okay.

Doct or, before we go forward,
there's obviously a number of compounds
and terms that I'Il be using today and
t hat you have offered opinions on, and so
| want to just get, kind of, a frameworKk
for termi nology so that we, kind of,
understand each ot her when we're talking
about things.

When | refer -- or, you're

fam liar with the term "TCE" or

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division www.veritext.com
Case 7:23-cv-00897-RJ  Document 507-6  Filed 08/26/25 Page 22 of 481
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"trichl oroet

i ncludes for
epithelial
your answer

note that

A. I
‘cause upper

different

Q.

you understand

tetrachl oroet hyl ene or

carci noma,

bet ween bl adder
for

MR. WALLACE:

t han bl adder
Okay.

Page 22

hyl ene" ?

A. Yes.
Q. Okay.

When | say "TCE," you'll
understand | mean trichloroethyl ene. I's
t hat okay?

A. Yes.
Q. Same with PCE, when | say "PCE"

"1l be referring to

perchl oroethyl ene?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay.
When | refer to bl adder cancer
in general, is it fair to say that also

tract
i f

pur poses of today upper

or UTUC? And

depends on the differentiations

cancer and UTUC, will you

me in your answer ?

Obj ection.
of

sort di sagree to that

tract epithelial carcinoma is

cancer.

877-370-3377
Case 7:23-cv-00897-RJ

Golkow Technologies,
A Veritext Division

Document 507-6  Filed 08/26/25

WWWw.veritext.com
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A. So | don't think that they
Sshould be --

Q. Lumped together?

A. -- lumped together as bl adder
cancer.

Q. Okay.

A. If you |ike a termi nology, it

woul d be urothelial cancer.
Q. Okay. To -- wurothelial cancer

to encompass both those topics?

A. Yes.
Q. Okay. Fair enough.
And then when I -- if | refer to
| ARC, you understand |I'm referring to the

| nternational Agency For Research on

Cancer ?
A. Yes.
Q. Okay.
And if | refer to ATSDR, you
understand |I'm referring to the Agency For

Toxi c Substances and Di sease Registry?
A. Yes.
Q. Okay.
Doctor, did you bring anything

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division www.veritext.com
Case 7:23-cv-00897-RJ  Document 507-6  Filed 08/26/25 Page 24 of 481
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with you today to the deposition?
A. No.
Q. Okay.

No notes or any highlighted

copies of documents?
A. No.
Q. Okay.

Did you take or make any notes

in preparation for today's deposition?
A. No.
Q. Okay.

As part of your work as an
expert in this litigation, have you ever
had any communications with any of the
plaintiffs in the Camp Lejeune Water
Litigation?

A. No.
Q. Okay.
Have you ever spoken to Mr.
Jimmy Laramore or M. Mark Cagiano?
A. | have not.
Q. Okay.
Doctor, when is the first time

you became aware of the Camp Lejeune Water

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division WWWw.veritext.com
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Litigation?

A. It was roughly the fall of 2024,
| think around November, but don't call me
on that, please.

Q. And did you become aware of this

litigation because you were being engaged

as a potential expert in this litigation?
A. Yes.
Q. Okay.

And, Doctor, you understand you

have been named by plaintiffs in this case

as an expert witness; is that correct?
A. Yes.
Q. And specifically you were named

as a retained expert to provide opinion
testimony on bl adder cancer -- or,
urot helial cancer, pardon me, related to
Mr. Jimmy Laramore and Mr. Mark Cagi ano.
s that correct?
A. Correct.

MR. CROMWELL: | *'m going to go
ahead and hand you what we're going to
mar k as Exhibit 3.

( Sf aki anos Exhibit 3,

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division WWWw.veritext.com
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Plaintiffs' Designation and Disclosure

of Phase 111l Expert Wtness, was

mar ked for identification, as of this

date.)
BY MR. CROMWELL:

Q. Doctor, we've marked as Exhibit
3 Plaintiffs' Designation and Disclosure
of Phase |11l Expert Wtnesses.

Do you see that?

A. Yes.

Q. And, Doctor, if you would turn
to page 5, this identifies experts the

plaintiffs named related to bl adder

cancer.
s that correct?
A. Yes.
Q. And if you turn to page 6, you
are identified at number 5; is that

correct?
A. Yes.
Q. Okay.
You have prepared and offered
expert opinions on the two Camp Lejeune

cases we just mentioned, Mr. Laramore and

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division www.veritext.com
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Mr. Cagi ano, correct?
A. Correct.

MR. CROMWELL: | ' m going to go
ahead and enter those reports that you
prepared.

( Sfaki anos Exhibit 4, Specific
Causation Expert Report For Ji mmy
Laramore John P. Sfakianos, M. D.

02/ 07/ 2025, was marked for
I dentification, as of this date.)

(Sfakianos Exhibit 5, Specific
Causation Expert Report For Mark
Cagi ano John P. Sfakianos, M. D.
02/ 07/ 2025, was marked for
I dentification, as of this date.)

BY MR. CROMWELL

Q. Doctor, | am handing you what we

have mar ked as Exhibit 4 and Exhibit 5.
Exhibit 4 is going to be your

expert report with regards to M. Ji mmy

Laramore, and Exhibit 5 is going to be

your expert report with respect to Mr.

Mar k Cagi ano.

|l's that correct?
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A. Correct.
Q. And you have al so prepared a
single rebuttal report for these cases; is

t hat correct?
A. Yes.
MR. CROMWELL: Go ahead and mark
this as Exhibit 6.
( Sf aki anos Exhibit 6, Rebutt al
Expert Report May 14, 2025, was marked
for identification, as of this date.)
BY MR. CROMWELL:
Q. Doctor, these are the only

reports that you have created in the Camp

Lej eune cases; is that correct?
A. Correct.
Q. Okay.

Do you plan to offer any other
reports in these cases?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
A. As far as | know, no.
Q. Okay.
Do these three reports,
Exhibit 4, 5, and 6, set out the totality

and scope of the opinions and testi mony

Golkow Technologies,
877-370-3377 A Veritext Division www.veritext.com
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t hat
| f

guestions were asked, yes.

there are other

may have ot her opinions.

Q. Okay.
As you sit here today
know if there are other
going to be asked to offer opin
MR. WALLACE: Obj ect i
A. Not that | know of .
Q. Okay.
So as of today,

pl anning to form any additional

in these cases?

A. No.
MR. WALLACE: Obj ect i
BY MR. CROMWELL:
Q. Okay.
Doctor, with regards

Laramore, you were asked to pro

opi nion on the causation of Mr.

di agnosis of bl adder cancer; is

Page 29

you plan to offer in these cases?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
A. | mean, for these specific

guestions, |

, do you

questions you are

i ons on?

on.

you are not

opi ni ons

on.

to Mr.
vide your
Laramore's

t hat

Golkow Technologies,
A Veritext Division
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correct?

A. Correct.

Q. And your opinion is that
exposure to the water at Camp Lejeune is
at least as |ikely as not a cause of Mr.
Laramore's bl adder cancer; is that
correct?

A. Correct.

Q. You also have an opinion that
Mr. Laramore's other risk factors for
bl adder cancer are not more |ikely than
not to have caused his bl adder cancer.

MR. WALLACE: Obj ecti on.
BY MR. CROMWELL:

Q. I s that correct?

A. | don't understand that. Can
you explain that for me?

Q. Sur e.

I f you would, just to make it
easy, if you open up Exhibit 4.

A. Okay.

Q. This is your report for Mr.
Laramore, and if you could turn to page

18, please.

Golkow Technologies,
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A. Okay.

Q. And you have at the bottom
Section B Opinion 2 where you st at e:
Ot her risk factors for bl adder cancer are
not more |ikely than not to have caused

Mr. Laramore's bl adder cancer.

Did | read that correctly?
A. Correct.
Q. So in Mr. Laramore's case, you

are offering an opinion that his other

risk factors for bl adder cancer are not

more |ikely than not to have caused his
bl adder cancer; is that correct?

A. Correct.

Q. And you ultimately conclude for

Mr. Laramore that because you cannot find
any risk factor that is more |ikely than
not to have caused his bl adder cancer, you
conclude that each of his risk factors are
at |l east as |ikely as not to be the cause,
including his exposure to chemicals at
Camp Lejeune.

s that an accurate

representation of your opinion?

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division www.veritext.com
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MR. WALLACE: Obj ecti on.

A. Yes.

Q. Okay.

For Mr. Cagiano you were asked
to provide your opinion on the causation
of Mr. Cagiano's diagnosis of upper tract
transitional cell urothelial cancer: 1is
t hat correct?

A. Yes.

Q. And your opinion is that Mr.
Cagi ano's exposure to the water at Camp
Lej eune was at | east as |likely as not the
cause of Mr. Cagiano's UTUC; is that
correct?

A. Yes.

Q. And it's your opinion that Mr.
Cagi ano had only one risk factor for the
devel opment of UTUC: exposure to

contami nated water while stationed at Camp

Lejeune. I s that correct?
A. Yes.
Q. Doctor, are you familiar with

Dr. Max Kates?

A. I am.

Golkow Technologies,
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Q. You read his reports for Mr.
Laramore and Mr. Cagiano?

A. Yes.

Q. Out side of his reports, do you

know Dr. Kates?

A. | do.
Q. How do you know hi m?
A. We are often together at many

conferences and sit on many different
bl adder cancer comm ttees and boards and

give tal ks together.

Q. Okay.
Have you guys given joint talKks
before?
A. Not joint talKks. Tal ks at the

same session.

Q. Okay.

Have you ever sought on -- sat

on any academi c committees before
toget her?

A. Yes.

Q. Can you name any of those
commi ttees?

A. The Bl adder Cancer Advocacy

Golkow Technologies,
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Net wor k, or BCAN.

Q. And what is the purpose of that
committee?

A. lt's -- the commttee was to
organize the yearly meeting for that
organi zation.

Q. Does that organization have a
particul ar goal ?

A. Cure bl adder cancer.

Q. Cure bl adder cancer, understood.

When is the last time you saw or

interacted with Dr. Kates?

A. Probably earlier this year at
some point. | -- | don't remember exactly
when.

Q. How woul d you regard Dr. Kates

as a professional ?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
A. He's a professional.
I don't understand exactly.
Q. Sure.
Woul d you consider him a
competent urologic oncol ogist?
A. Yes.

Golkow Technologies,
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Q. Woul d you consider him an expert
in the field of urologic oncol ogy?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
A. Yes.
Q. Fair to say you have

complimented his academi c research before?

A. | have, yes.

Q. You're familiar with his bridge
trial?

A. I am.

Q. Okay.

You considered it, at one point,
a pivotal study for bladder cancer
treat ment ?
A. It's still an ongoing study, so
can't really comment on that.
Q. Sure. But is that a fair

characterization of your assessment of the

trial?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
A. | -- again, | mean, it's a
trial. Everybody can come up with a tri al
i dea. | think it's a good idea, but we

don't know, you know, the end result of

Golkow Technologies,
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it.
Q. Okay.

Okay. Doctor, you have
submitted in these cases materials
considered in support of your expert
reports.

s that correct?

A. Yes.

Page 36

MR. CROMWELL: And we're going

to go ahead and mark as Exhi bit

7 the

mat eri als considered for your report

for Mr. Laramore.

( Sfakianos Exhibit 7, Jimmy C.

Laramore v. United States of America

Expert Report of John Sfakianos,

M. D.

Mat eri als Consi dered, was marked for

identification, as of this date.

)

MR. CROMWELL: And then we're

going to mark as Exhibit 8 your
mat eri als consi dered - -

THE W TNESS: There's two
them here.

MR. CROMWELL: Sorry.

of

We're going to mark as Exhibit 8

Golkow Technologies,
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your materials considered for Mr.

Cagi ano's report.

(Sfaki anos Exhibit 8, Mark A.

Cagi ano v. United States of America

Expert Report of John Sfakianos, M. D.

Mat eri als Consi dered, was mar ked for

I dentification, as of this date.)

BY MR. CROMWELL:

Q. And then | ast, you provided a
Suppl emental Materials Considered List; is
t hat correct for these cases?

A. Yes.

MR. CROMWELL: We're going to go

ahead and mark that as Exhibit 9.

( Sf aki anos Exhibit 9, Dr. John

Sf aki anos - Supplemental Materials

Consi dered List February 7, 2025, was

mar ked for identification, as of this

date.)
BY MR. CROMWELL

Q. Doctor, these three |ists
contain the materials you considered and
relied upon for your opinions in this

case; Is that correct?

Golkow Technologies,
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A. Yes.
Q. Al'l right.
Are there other
records not on these lists that

reviewed and relied upon

opinions in this case --

A. Just my gener al

knowl edge from training.

medi cal

Page 38

articles or
you
in formi ng your

these cases?

Q. Sure. But no specific article
or records?

A. No.

Q. Doct or, according to Exhibits 7
and 8, you did not review or evaluate the
expert reports of a number of United
States experts, including the reports of
Dr. Julia Goodman, Dr. Peter Shields, Dr.
Li pscomb, and Dr. Likind, correct?

A. Correct. Those are not
fami |iar.

Q. Were you ever provided those
reports?

A. No.

Q. Okay.

Did you ever seek to did you

Golkow Technologies,
A Veritext Division
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ever ask for government reports?
A. No.
Q. Okay.
According to Exhibit 9, your
Suppl ement al Materials Considered List,
you received the general causation report

of Dr. Mi chael McCabe, his bl adder cancer

report. s that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. Did you review Dr. McCabe's
report?

A. Yes.

Q. You understand Dr. McCabe is an

I mmunot oxi col ogi st?
A. Yes.
Q. You would agree you are not an

i mmunot oxi col ogi st ?

A. 100 percent.

Q. Why did you review this report?

A. Well, | think it's important and
my goal is to review the -- the bl adder

cancer, and it was very important for me
to understand the causation, the general

causation to be able to correlate it to

Golkow Technologies,
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the patients. Simlar to why | reviewed
epi demi ol ogy and other toxicology reports.

Q. Sur e.

| guess part of my question is

why did you review Government's witness
Dr. McCabe's report and not any of the
ot her Government witness reports?

A. Il think I -- I"'"m not sure why.
| think that that was probably relevant to
my bl adder cancer-specific causation.

Q. Do you know one way or the other
whet her Dr. Goodman or Dr. Shields offered

bl adder cancer-specific opinions in these

cases?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
A. | do not.
Q. Woul d those not also be relevant

for your evaluation of bladder cancer in
these cases?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
A. Possi bly, but | don't know
what's inside of them.
Q. You understand Dr. McCabe was

of fering opinion about whether

Golkow Technologies,
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perturbations of the i mmune system and
inflammatory process by TCE, PCE, benzene,
and vinyl chloride alone or in combination
with each other may be |linked as a

mechani sm involved in the etiology of

urot helial cancer. Il's that correct?
A. Correct.
Q. Okay.

Do you plan to offer any

opinions regarding Dr. McCabe's report?
A. | do not.
Q. Okay.

Are you aware of any animal or
human studies that show the modul ati on of
the i mMmune system as a pl ausi bl e
mechani stic pathway by which TCE, PCE,

benzene, and vinyl chloride cause bl adder

cancer?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
A. | remember that there were
some -- there were some reference in the
report, but just -- | -- | did not review
them personally, so |I'm aware that there

are, but not specifics.

Golkow Technologies,
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Q. Okay.
But you're not -- you haven't

revi ewed any actual studies to that

effect?
A. No.
Q. Al'l right.

Do you understand that simply
because a compound may be i mmunotoxic does
not mean that the i mmunotoxicity is shown
to cause urothelial cancer?

A. Can you just explain that? [|I'm
not sure what you're asking.

Q. Sure. Just as an example, are
you fami liar with studies that show TCE is
i mmunot oxi c?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay.

Just because TCE may be
i mmunot oxi c doesn't necessarily correl ate
that it's going to cause cancer in a
particul ar organ; is that correct?

A. | would say that's a fair
statement .

Q. Do you understand that

Golkow Technologies,
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perturbations of the i mmune system can

actually at times be protective against

cancer?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
A. | mean, | think -- I'"m not an
i munol ogi st by any means, so | don't --

| -- I would say that it can go both ways,
but | would | eave that for the
i mmunol ogi sts.
Q. Okay.
Fair to say you're not generally
fami liar with the literature on TCE, PCE,

benzene, and vinyl chloride as it relates

to i munotoxicity; iIs that correct?
A. That's correct.
Q. Okay.

Are you planning to offer any
opinion as to how Mr. Laramore's or Mr.
Cagi ano's i mmune system was I mpacted by
their exposure to Camp Lejeune water and

that it led to their urothelial cancer?

A. No.
Q. Are you aware of any
peer-reviewed literature showing the
Golkow Technologies,
877-370-3377 A Veritext Division www.veritext.com
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mechani sm by which TCE, PCE, benzene, or
vinyl chloride affects the i mmune system
in such a way that causes the devel opment
of urothelial cancer?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. Again, | think that there's been
reference to it, but |'m not an
i munol ogi st or have a real understanding
of that. | would | eave that for those.
So | know that there is, but I can't -- |

can't state any comments to it.

Q. So you may be generally aware of
the [iterature -- there's literature, but
you're not intimately famliar with any of
the literature that shows - -

MR. CROMWELL: Well, strike

t hat . That's a horrible question.
Move on.

Q. Did you receive any other expert

reports fromthe Government besides Dr.

Mc Cabe' s?

A. | did, yes.
From the -- | have expert
reports. | just don't know which ones are

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division www.veritext.com
Case 7:23-cv-00897-RJ  Document 507-6  Filed 08/26/25 Page 45 of 481




co N o o b~ W N B

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Page 45

government or which ones are -- 1like,

isn't Max Kates's considered government?

Q. Yes.
A. Okay.
So yes, | did.
Q. You're right, | should have

rephrased that question.
Besi des Dr. Kates' and Dr.
Mc Cabe's reports, have you reviewed any

ot her reports offered by the Government?

A. | don't think so.

Q. Okay.

A. Again, | --

Q. Did you review all the medi cal

records available for M. Cagiano and Mr.

Laramore?

A. All the records that were given
to me were the ones that | revi ewed.
Q. Okay.

Were you ever given a medi cal

chronol ogy that you relied upon?

A. | did not.
Q. Okay.
A. | don't think so.
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Q. Okay.
Doctor, you are being

compensated at rate of $550 an hour for

your work on this case; is that correct?
A. Correct.
MR. CROMWELL: |1l go ahead and

enter what we're marking as

Exhi bit 10.

( Sf aki anos Exhibit 10, invoices
of John Sfakianos, Bates

CL_PLG- EXPERT_SFAKI ANOS 0000000001-002

was mar ked for identification, as of

this date.)
BY MR. CROMWELL:

Q. And, Doctor, this is a copy of
the invoices we received in response to
our subpoena and Notice of Deposition, and
it's two pages of invoices.

Do you see that for Exhibit 107

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Are these the only invoices you
have subm tted to date for your work in
Mr. Cagiano and Mr. Laramore's cases?

A. Yes, sSir.
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Q. Okay.

s $550 an hour the normal rate

you charge as expert -- for expert work?
A. Correct.
Q. Okay.

And based off the invoices in
Exhi bit 10, you have been paid roughly
$13,565; is that correct?

A. Yes, sSir.

Q. And this would be for
approxi mately just under 25 hours of work;
is that right?

A. Mat h sounds right, yes.

Q. Okay.

And this was to review all the
materials for Mr. Laramore and Mr. Cagi ano
and prepare your expert reports; is that
correct?

A. And meetings that | had with,
yes.

Q. Under st ood.

A. The attorneys.

Q. This also included you writing
your reports and your rebuttal report as

877-370-3377
Case 7:23-cv-00897-RJ
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well; is that right?
A. Correct.
Q. Okay.
Have you billed any time since

your | ast invoice of May 22nd, 2025?
A. | have not.
Q. Okay.
Have you spent any time working

on these cases since May 22nd, 20257?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Okay.
Can you approxi mate how -- how

much time you spent on these cases?

A. Probably another 10 to 15 hours.
Q. Okay.
And can you tell me what you

were doing for those 10 to 15 hours?
A. Preparation for this deposition
and meetings with the attorneys.
Q. Okay.
How many times did you meet with
attorneys in preparation for this
deposition?

A. | would have to guess here, but
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| think it was four times, maybe five.
Q. Okay.

And approxi mately how |l ong were
those meetings each time?

A. About an hour and a half each.
Q. Okay.

Exhi bit 9 shows your
supplemental materials considered in these
cases.

Does the 10 to 15 hours that you
menti oned include your review of all these
mat eri als as well?

A. Yes, as Exhibit 9, yeah.
Q. So the 10 to 15 hours that you
menti oned that you worked on this case

since May 22nd includes four to five

meetings with attorneys as well as
reviewing all the materials you've |isted
in Exhibit 9. I's that correct?

A. Correct.

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
BY MR. CROMWELL:
Q. What percentage of your annual

income comes from working as an expert
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witness?

A. Five percent.

Q. Okay.

And we tal ked briefly at the
begi nning, you've testified as an expert
wi t ness before outside of these cases?

A. Yes, sSir.

Q. I f you would | ook at what we
mar ked as Exhibit 4, your Laramore report,
and specifically the very | ast page. Do
you see the page entitled "List of Expert
Testimony in Last Four Years"?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. You mentioned at the beginning
t hat you gave trial testimony in May of
2025; is that correct?

A. Correct.

Q. And that's for this Leonard

versus Kim - -

A. Sorry, | think -- | mxed up the
cases. There was another case here.

Q. Okay.

A. Yeah. | just forget the -- the

name of the case.
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Q. Got it.
So the testimony you gave in May
2025 - -
A. ' m sorry. | got it now.

That was a deposition, correct.
The trial was May of 2025 for Leonard

versus Kim.

Q. Got you.

A. That's what it was.

Q. So that's what | was going to
ask.

A. Yeah.

Q. s the only testimony for you in

the | ast four years that's missing from
this page the May 2025 test -- trial

testimony that you gave in the Leonard

versus Kim Junior case?
A. Correct.
Q. Okay.
Have you ever given any
testi mony outside --
MR. CROMWELL: Strike that, |'m
sorry.
Q. Outside of the opinions you're
Golkow Technologies,
877-370-3377 A Veritext Division www.veritext.com
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this case,

smoking as a

exposures as a

cancer before?

A. No.

Q. Out si de of
ever testified about

idi opathic nature of

do you define

have you ever

risk factor

cancer before?
A. | have not.
Q. Out si de of
ever testified about

ri sk factor

“idiopathic cancer" --

Page 52

offering in this case, have you ever given
any testimony about TCE, PCE, benzene, or
vinyl chloride before?
A. | have not.
Q. Okay.
Have you ever test -- outside of

testified about

for urotheli al

this case, have you
occupational

for urotheli al

this case, have you

the idiopic nature --
urot helial cancer

can you define what

before?
A. " m sorry,
you mean by "idiopathic"?
Q. Sur e.
Well, let'

ask you how

or - -
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cause, but urothelial cancers h
causes.

Q. Sur e. | understand t
distinction you're making.

But it's fair to say

of the patients you have with u
cancers do not have an identifi
is that correct?

A. Correct.

Q. And according to you,
means that a disease has no kno

correct?

Page 53

MR. CROMWELL: Strike that.
Q. When -- actually, "Il just go
to your report.
Fair to say that some cancers
have no known cause, correct?
A. Is it fair to say that some
cancers have an unknown cause? Yes.
Q. Okay.
And this includes certain
urothelial cancers; is that correct?
A. So, certain patients with
urothelial cancer may have an unknown

ave known

he

t hat some
rot heli al

ed cause;

I di opat hic

wn cause,

Golkow Technologies,
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Page 54

A. The di sease has an unknown
cause, not that it has no known cause.
Q. Okay.

I f you would take a | ook at your
report we marked as Exhibit 4 in Laramore
at page 13.

MR. WALLACE: " m sorry, you

said page 137

MR. CROMWELL: Page 13. [ " m

sorry.

MR. WALLACE: Okay.

BY MR. CROMWELL:
Q. In the first paragraph there

starts with "Before discussing the risk

factors."
Do you see that paragraph at the
top?
A. Yes.
Q. And the second sentence says:

| di opat hic means that a disease has no
known cause and is essentially a diagnosis
of exclusion that occurs after other known
risk factors are ruled out.

First of all, did | read that

Golkow Technologies,
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Page 55

correctly?

A. Yes.

Q. Here you're saying that
i di opathic means that a disease has no
known cause, correct?

A. Correct.

Q. And just a moment ago you said

t hat i diopathic means that a disease has

an unknown cause; Is that correct?
A. Correct.
Q. Is there a distinction between

the two?

A. No, but when you put that whole
sentences together, no known cause and a
di agnosi s of exclusion, basically comes
together in my -- that's -- that's how |
referenced that, that it has an unknown
cause.

Q. Under st ood. | just wanted to
make sure if you were saying something
different than what you had written.

A. No. Putting it together,
unknown and di agnosis of exclusion,

basically it's the unknown cause.

Golkow Technologies,
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Q. Under st ood.
Have you ever given any
testimony about wurothelial cancer being
i di opathic as an expert witness?
A. No.
Q. Doctor, we'll stick with
Exhi bit 4, which is your Laramore report.
And if we can | ook at Appendix 1

which is your CV that you submitted in

these cases; is that correct?
A. It -- let's see if this is.
Yes.
Q. Has this CV been updated since
February 7th, 20257
A. It has.
Q. Okay.
How has it been updated since
then?
A. There's been an address change.
Q An address change?
A. Yes.
Q Okay.
And is that the mailing address

at the top or --

Golkow Technologies,
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A.

Q.
address, has there been any kind of update
to this CV since February 7th, 20257?

A.

Page 57

Yes, the mailing address.

Aside from the change in the

There have been numerous more

publications.

Q. You said "numerous more
publications"?
A. Correct.
Q. Okay.
So if we go through your CV, it
| ooks |i ke you have approxi mately 152
publications; is that correct? At | east

in this version of your CV?

A. Yes, sSir.

Q. How many more publications have
you had since February 7th, 20257

A. lt's about 15 or so.

Q. Fifteen?

A. Yes, sir.

It's been a good year.

Q. Woul d you -- if you have an

updated CV, | would just ask that that be

submtted so that we can have a version of

877-370-3377
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Page 58

that, or a copy of it, please.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do any of the new 15
publications that you've had have anything
to do with TCE, PCE, benzene, or vinyl
chloride?

A. No, sir.

Q. Do any of the new publications
since February 2025 have anything to do
with risk factors for urothelial
carcinoma?

A. No, sir.

Q. Can you tell me what they have
to do with?

A. They have to do with -- the bulk
of them have to do with ctDNA and bl adder
cancer as a risk stratifier for disease
outcomes.

Q. Okay.

You all understood that, right?

Under st ood.

Doctor, this CV includes your
education; is that correct?

A. Yes, sSir.

Golkow Technologies,
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Q. And it includes your
appoi ntments?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And currently your ac

transl|l ati onal research focuses

natural killers, NK cells, and
and their foundation and role
cancer.
s that right?
A. Yes, sSir.
Q. What do you mean by

Page 59

academi c

ademi ¢

appoi ntment is as a professor of urology

at the I cahn School of Medicine at Mount

Sinai, New York: i1s that correct?
A. Yes.
Q. And you've held that position
since October of 2024; is that right?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Al'l right.

On the second page of your CV it
descri bes your research profile; is that
right?

A. Yes, sSir.
Q. And it starts with: My

on multiple
CDA T-cells
n bl adder

Golkow Technologies,
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"transl ational research"?
A. So, the second sentence is my
coll aborator, Dr. Amir Horowitz, so Dr.

Amir Horowitz is a i mmunol ogist and we

share a | aboratory together. So he does
t he wet bench research, and |I am the
clinical liaison to that | aboratory.

Q. Okay.

That's what you mean by

"transl ational research"?

A. Correct.
Q. I f you go further down in your
research profile it says: The main focus

of my research is focused on BCG

unresponsive nonmuscle-invasive bl adder

cancer.
s that correct?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you perform any clinical

research on how TCE, PCE, benzene, or

vinyl chloride interacts with the body?

A. No .
Q. Okay.
Can you tell me what kind of
Golkow Technologies,
877-370-3377 A Veritext Division WWWw.veritext.com
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Page 61

novel -- well, if you move on to the next
sentence under "Research Profile" you say:
The focus is to understand the underlying
i mmune resistance mechanism and to
identify novel therapeutic options.

First, did | read that
correctly?

A. Yes, sSir.

Q. What Kkind of novel therapeutic
options are you researching?

A. So, as we speak, we have an
investigator-initiated phase Il clinica
trial that is targeting specific antibody
call ed NKG2A which is an NK-specific
i mune checkpoint in combination with PD1
which is the T-cell checkpoint. So the
NKG2A anti body is the novel therapeutic
that we've identified in the | ab and are
testing now in clinical trials.

Q. When you say "identified in the
| ab, "™ are you using mce to test these
particular treatments, or how are you
testing these particular treatments in the

| ab?

Golkow Technologies,
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Page 62

A. It was -- it was identified on
human tissue specimens, both bl ood, urine,
and actual tumors, and we are currently
starting to do some mouse work, but not up
and running yet.

Q. Okay.

You said you're starting to do
mouse work and you're also doing clinical
trials, you say?

A. We have a clinical trial open,
yes.

Q. How many patients do you have in

the clinical trial?

A. W -- we have one currently
enroll ed. It was opened about two months
ago.

Q. Okay.

To have a clinical trial, do you

have to have a certain number of

participants?

A. It -- it's the study design,
correct.
Q. Okay.

And part of that study design,

Golkow Technologies,
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Page 63

is there a number you're seeking to get
for --
A Yes.
Q. -- this trial?
How many ?
A. 67.
(Stenographer admonition on
crosstal k.)
BY MR. CROMWELL
Q. And why are you | ooking for 67
patients in this clinical trial?
A. That was the power that was
necessary to answer our hypothesis.
Q. Okay.
Are you fam liar with the term

"statistically significants"?

A. Il am.
Q. Do you use it in your research?
A. | use the terminology, but |

defer to my statisticians who |
coll aborate with for, you know, actual
definitions and cal cul ati ons.

Q. As you sit here, what does the

term "statistical significance" mean to

Golkow Technologies,
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Page 64

you?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
A. It's a very generic p-value,
|l ess than 0.05.
Q. Okay.

Have you ever performed any
clinical research on how environment al
compounds or constituents may | ead or

contribute to urothelial cancer?

A. | have not.
Q. Okay.
You've listed a number of grants
for conducting research in your CV; is

t hat correct?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Have you ever received any
grants to research whether environment al
compounds or constituents may | ead to or
contribute to urothelial cancer?

A. | have not.

Q. Okay.

Any grants related to TCE, PCE,
benzene, or vinyl chloride?

A. No.

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division WWWw.veritext.com

Case 7:23-cv-00897-RJ  Document 507-6  Filed 08/26/25 Page 65 of 481




co N o o b~ W N B

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Page 65

Q. Okay.
W talked a little bit about
your publications. According to
Exhi bit 4, you have 152 publications, and
you identified 15 more for a total, |
guess, of 167 publications thus far.

s that correct?

A. Give or take. | haven't, you
know, | ooked at it.

Q. Sur e.

A. But yes.

Q. And this includes publications
where you were primary author as well as
non-1l ead author; is that correct?

A. Correct.

Q. Okay.

Do any of these peer-revi ewed
publications have anything to do with risk
factors for urothelial cancer?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. No.
Well, | should -- sorry, to
clarify that that we obviously list it in

the publications, but the main focus of
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Page 66

the research is not | ooking at the risk

factors.
Q. Okay.

Do any of your publications have
anything to do with TCE -- or TCE causing
urot helial cancer?

A. No.
Q. Do any of your peer review

publications have anything to do with PCE
or PCE causing urothelial cancer?

A. No.

Q. Do any of your peer review
publications have anything to do with
benzene or vinyl chloride or those

compounds causing urothelial cancer?

A. No.

Q. This -- in Exhibit 4 in your CV
i ndicates you have contri buted to four
books or book chapters; is that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. Do any of the contributions that

you made to these books or book chapters
have anything to do with TCE, PCE,

benzene, or vinyl chloride?

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division www.veritext.com
Case 7:23-cv-00897-RJ  Document 507-6  Filed 08/26/25 Page 67 of 481



co N o o b~ W N B

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Page 67

A. They do not.
Q. Okay.
Are you familiar with the
Campbel | -Wal sh-Wein urology textbook?
A. I am.
Q. Do you use it in medical school
and residency?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
A. | used it in residency.
Q. You agree this is a reliable
authority text in the field of urologic
oncol ogy?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ecti on.

A. | wouldn't necessarily call it
an authority. I would call it a reference
in -- in urology.

Q. Okay.

Is it something you' ve relied
upon in your practice?

A. I n combinati on with other
resources together, depending on, you
know, what |I'm | ooking for, yes.

Q. Sure.

Do you have a copy of it in your

Golkow Technologies,
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Page 68

office?
A. | do not.
Q. Okay.

Prior to being named expert in
these cases, have you worked on anything
related to Camp Lejeune prior to --

MR. CROMWELL: End question.

Q. Prior to being named an expert
in these cases, have you ever worked on
anything related to Camp Lejeune or Camp
Lej eune water?

A. | have not.

MR. WALLACE: Obj ecti on.

(Stenographer admonition on

crosstal k.)

BY MR. CROMWELL

Q. Sorry, what was the answer?
A. | have not.
Q. Doctor, you are not an attorney,

correct?

A. Correct.

Q. You are not an epidemi ol ogi st ;
is that correct?

A. Correct.
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Page 69

Q. You do not hold yourself out as
an epidemi ologist; is that right?

A. Correct.

Q. You understand that the Il cahn

School of Medicine has a division devoted
to epidemi ol ogy called The Institute of
Transl ational Epidemiology; is that

correct?

A. Yes.

Q. And you are not part of that
di vision; is that right?

A. Correct.

Q. You do not have any for mal
training as an epidemi ologist; is that

correct?

A. | do not.

Q. Have you ever published peer
review literature on epidemi ol ogy?

A. No.

Q. Do you have any professional

certifications in epidemi ology?
A. | do not.
Q. Do you teach any courses in

epi demi ol ogy?
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Page 70

A. No.

Q. And have you ever been asked to
provide expert testimony on epidem ol ogy?

A. No.

Q. Doct or, we tal ked about

i mmunot oxi col ogy before, but you agree you

are not a toxicologist; is that correct?
A. Yes.
Q. And you do not hold yourself out
as a toxicologist; is that correct?
A. | do not.
Q. You understand the I cahn School

of Medicine has a division devoted to
toxicology in the Department of Medicine;

is that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. And you are not part of that
di vision; is that right?

A. Yes.

Q. You agree you've never published
peer-reviewed literature on toxicology; 1is

that correct?
A. Correct.

Q. You agree you do not have any
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Page 71

professional certifications in toxicology,;

is that correct?

A. Yes.
Q. You do not teach -- you do not
teach courses on toxicology; is that

correct?

A. Correct.
Q. And you've never been asked to
provide expert testimony on toxicology; is

t hat correct?

A. Correct.

Q. You agree you are not an expert
on toxicological properties of TCE, PCE,
benzene, or vinyl chloride; is that

correct?

A. Yes.

Q. You agree you are not an expert
on chemi cal exposures; is that right?

A. Yes.

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
BY MR. CROMWELL
Q. In other words -- well, you are
not an expert using models to estimate

someone's exposure to a particular
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Page 72

compound or contami nant; is that correct?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
A. Yes.
Q. Are you an expert on the

physical properties of TCE, PCE, benzene,
or vinyl chloride?

A. No.

Q. Woul d you agree you are not an
expert on the fate and transport of TCE,
PCE, benzene, and vinyl chloride?

A. " m sorry, | didn't get the
first part of that questi on.

Q. Sure.

You agree you're not an expert
on the fate and transport, how a compound
moves through the environment, on TCE,
PCE, benzene, or vinyl chloride?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

BY MR. CROMWELL:

Q. Correct?
A. Correct.
Q. Doct or, have you ever conducted

any human health risk assessments?

A. | don't -- can you just be more
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Page 73

ific with that?
Q. Sure.

Have you -- do -- are you
l'iar with what a human health risk

assessment is?

A. | am not.

Q. Okay.
So fair to say you are not an
rt in human health risk assessments?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. Yes.

Q. For instance, you are not an

rt in evaluating the |evel of

increased risk an individual may have from

exposure to a chemi cal, correct?
A. Correct.
Q. Okay.

Doctor, you are in academi c

medi ci ne, right?

A. Correct.
Q. And you are a practicing
urol ogic oncologist; is that correct?
A. Yes.
Q. And does this involve having a

877-370-3377
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Page 74

clinic as well as perform ng surgeries
throughout the week?

A. Yes.

Q. What does a typical week | ook
i ke for you?

A. It is two days in the operating
room two days in the clinic, and one day
in the | aboratory.

Q. When you're in clinic, about how

many patients do you see a day?

A. Bet ween 40 and 60.

Q. Each day?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. That's a busy practice.

A. Yes, sSir.

Q. s the day you spend in the | ab
you consider, |ike, an academi c day? |Is

t hat what it is?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Okay.
In your clinical and surgica
practice, what types of urologic cancers
do you typically treat?

A. The majority of my practice is
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urothelial cancer, followed by testicul ar

cancer, and then high-risk kidney cancer,

and -- and prostate cancer, and a very
small amount of penile cancer.
Q. You said that urothelial cancer

makes up the majority of what you treat;
is that right?

A. Yes, sSir.

Q. Wthin that, we've talked about
UTUC being a type of wurothelial cancer,

correct?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You consider UTUC to be a
form-- or a not common form of cancer,

correct?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
MR. CROMWELL: Stri ke that.
BY MR. CROMWELL
Q. You agree that UTUC is a rare
form of cancer?
A. It is characterized as a rare
cancer, yes.
Q. Okay.

It occurs in only about five
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percent of bladder cancers or --

A. Five to 10 percent of wurotheli al
cancers, Yyes.

Q. What percentage of your clinica
and surgical practice is related to
testicular -- or, treating patients with
testicular, high-risk, kidney, prostate,
and penile cancers?

A. About 30 percent.

Q. When you're seeing patients in
clinic, do you talk to your patients about
the risk factors for urothelial carcinoma?

A. | ask questions about risk
factors so we can understand a possible
etiology of their disease.

Q. Okay.

What kind of questions do you
ask?

A. | usually ask exposure
guestions.

Q. What would those | ook like?

A. Have you ever been a smoker,
have you ever dyed your hair, have you

been around any industrial chemi cals, what
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type of work did you do, did you work in
factories or in sort of like that,
secondhand smoke, where did you live,
areas of any contami nation.
Those are just some of them.
Q. Do you ever ask your patients

anything about their diet?

A. Not routinely.
Q. Okay.
Do you ever tell patients to

modi fy their diet in order to | ower their
exposure to certain foods with elevated
contami nate | evel s?

A. | do not.

Q. Do you ever tell patients to
avoid taking certain vitamn supplements
to |l ower their exposure to certain
contami nate | evels?

A. Not necessarily vitamin
suppl ements, but | do ask about herbal
remedi es that are very common in Asian --
Asi an popul ation.

Q. Okay.

Out si de of herbal remedies, do
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you ever talk to your patient about
avoiding vitam n supplements to | ower
their exposure to certain contam nate
| evel s?

A. No.

Q. Okay.

Are you aware of any evidence
that certain fruits, vegetables, or
supplements may | ead to bl adder cancer
devel opment, or wurothelial cancer
devel opment ?

A. Il am not.

Q. When you ask your patients if
they smoke, do you ask them how | ong they
were smoki ng?

A. Yes.

Q. Do you ask them how much they

were smoking?

A. Yes.
Q. Do you ask them if they are

still smoking?
A. Yes.
Q. Do you ever offer any kind of

medi cal advice on if they're still smoking
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on options on how to quit smoking?

A. Yes.

Q. And why is that?

A. Overall, smoking is very
detri mental to the healths -- 1 think,

t hat, you know, smokers should really quit
for overall health.

Q. I n your clinical practice, what
percentage of your patients would you say
have urothelial carcinoma caused by their

smoki ng?

A. Roughly 50 percent, 50 to 60
percent .
Q. What -- if you can give me a

range, when you say that 50 to 60 percent
of urothelial cancer patients have --
their cancer is caused by their smoking,
what is the range of those patients’
smoki ng history?

A. In --

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. l'"d i ke to clarify that as

wel | . | mean, it's a potential cause of

their bladder cancer, not necessarily
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their only cause of their bladder cancer.
But 50 to 60 percent of my patients smoke
that come with bl adder cancer, they may
have ot her exposures as well.

And it ranges from, you know,

five pack year history to 150 pack year

hi story.
Q. Okay.
A. And of course | have nonsmokers

who have bl adder cancer as well.
Q. Sure. Sure.

Do you consider somebody with a
five pack year -- do you -- have you ever
had a patient with a five pack year
hi story that you considered their smoking
to be the cause of their urothelial

carcinoma?

A. Meani ng that there's no other
exposures, it's just tobacco use?

Q. Sure.

A. If that's the only -- you know,

in my thorough, sort of, questioning if
that's the only thing they have, then |

woul d consider that as a potential, yes,
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risk for their -- or development of their
bl adder cancer.
Q. Okay.

Do you see patients who you know
have been exposed to TCE, PCE, benzene, or
vinyl chloride?

A. Yes.
Q. Okay.

What percentage of your patients
woul d you -- of your urothelial carcinoma
patients would you say have exposures to
TCE, PCE, benzene, or vinyl chloride?

A. It's only one. One in my whol e

practice.

Q. One in your whole practice?
A That | know of.

Q. That you know of ?

A Yeah.

Q Okay.

For this one patient, do you
know what specific compound they were
exposed to?

A. | do not.
Q. Okay.
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Can you tell me, generally
speaking, how the person was exposed to
TCE, PCE, benzene, or vinyl chloride?

A. He was at Camp Lejeune.

Q. Okay.

How many patients do you have in
your practice total?

A. Honestly wouldn't be able to
answer that question. It's tens of --
maybe 10, 000, more.

Q. Okay.

And this patient of yours who
was at Camp Lejeune, do you know when he
was there?

A. | don't know the details.

Q. Okay.

So just to break that apart,
when you say you don't know the details,
do you know where he |lived at Camp
Lejeune?

A. No. All 1 know that he was at
the camp.

Q. Okay.

But you don't know when he was
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there?
A. No.
Q. Okay.
Or where he lived?
A. | do not.
Q. Okay.

Have you told this patient that
his urothelial cancer is caused by his

time at Camp Lejeune?

A. |l -- 1 can't recall every
conversation |'ve had with this patient.

Q. Okay.

A. | -- specifically that question,

| do not think so, no.

Q. s it your opinion that this
patient's urothelial cancer is caused by
his time at Camp Lejeune?

A. | think that it is one of the
contributing factors, yes.

Q. Does he have any ot her
contributing factors?

A. Tobacco use.

Q. Do you know what his tobacco use

hi story is?
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A. Not off the top of my head.
Q. Okay.

Fair to say your practice --
your primary focus is treating patients;
is that correct?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And the cause of the disease is

| ess i mportant than the therapy plan of

the disease; is that correct?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
A. Il think that's a difficult
guestion to answer. I think that both are

i mportant, especially if you have
modi fi able factors that you know you
can -- you know, it's very important to
have those stopped.

Q. Okay. | f you would | ook at your
Laramore report, which is Exhibit 4, at
page 3 for me.

A. Three?

Q. Yeah. Yes, sir.

And there is a paragraph that
says "During an encounter."

A. Yes.
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Q. About hal fway down.

And you say: During an
encounter for bladder cancer, a physician
will often try to establish a differenti al
etiology for the development of the
patient's disease.

Then you have a parenthetical,
and then it moves on: This is a thorough
but not exhaustive |line of questioning
because the cause of the disease is of
| ess i mportance than the therapy plan of

the disease for the treating physician.

First of all, did | read that
correctly?
A. Yes.
Q. Okay.

So, while you may try to
establish an etiology, generally speaking
as a treating physician you would agree

that the treatment plan is the primary

focus for your patients; is that correct?
A. | -- not necessarily. Li ke |1

said before, 'cause there's more to that

paragraph, and that's where | go into that
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if it is a -- an exposure that iIs
modi fi able, we should be able to stop it

or recommend stopping.

Q. Okay.

A. So, | mean, | think it's
i mportant. It's patient-to-patient and it
does -- both are i mportant. I f there is

no modi fiable factor, then, yes,
treatment's i mportant.
Q. When you are performi ng a

differential etiology, how often do you

do -- do you do that with each patient of
yours?

A. Every new patient.

Q. Okay.

Woul d you agree that perform ng
a reliable differential etiology requires
first ruling in all reasonable potenti al
causes?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
A. Can you define what you mean by
“"rule in"?
Q. Yeah, considering as a potenti al

cause for their urothelial cancer based
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off their exposure history.

A. Il think it's -- yes, it's
i mportant to know all their exposure
hi stories and what they are, yes.

Q. Okay.

You'd agree that a differenti al
etiology requires ruling out those
potential causes until reaching a cause or
causes that cannot be ruled out; is that

So, can you just explain that a

It more?
Sure.
So, if you have somebody with a

or smoking history who worked in a
ar factory, but also has an

BMI , would you consider each of
risk factor when consider --
woul d you first consider those al
ial risk factor that you need to

and then try to rule them out one

Does that make sense?

I mean, | could explain to you

877-370-3377

Golkow Technologies,
A Veritext Division www.veritext.com

Case 7:23-cv-00897-RJ  Document 507-6  Filed 08/26/25 Page 88 of 481



co N o o b~ W N B

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Page 88

the way | do it.

Q. Pl ease.

A. Which is when | see a patient,
we have all the known exposures and |[|"']|
go through that |ist and just say were you

a smoker or did you have exposure to hair
dyes, et cetera, et cetera, and if they

say "yes" to the ones that they say "yes"

to, then | would say that those are al
potential causes, but | cannot tell you
which one is more |ikely, you know, the --

the cause or not.

Q. Okay.

A. So |I"m not sure if that's ruling
in or ruling out, but that's the way.

Q. Well, that -- that's helpful to

know 'cause that's kind of where |I'm
trying to -- to get.

What |'m trying to understand
when you have a patient who has, in your
opinion, multiple cause -- potenti al
causes for their urothelial cancer, how do
you make a determi nation as to which of

those potential causes is the |likely cause
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of their urothelial cancer versus the

ot hers that are not?

A. |l -- 1 don't think you can.

Q. Okay.

A. | think in my practice, you
know, it's -- there -- there are multiple
factors. It can be a single one or it can
be combinations of all of them. It can be

combi nati ons of two out of X-number.

So there's -- there's no way of
saying the single cause of your bl adder
cancer if you have multiple exposures.

Q. Okay.

What percentage of your patients
woul d you say have multiple exposures or
potential causes for their urotheli al
cancer ?

A. That's a -- | would be taking a

complete guess here 'cause, you know, |
don't remember all my patients that 1|"'ve
seen and their exposures, but |'d say

about a third.

Q. Okay.
And in those situations, just so
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| understand, in those situations where

you have patients that have more than one
potential risk factor for their urotheli al
carcinoma, you don't attempt to figure out
which one is the actual cause of their --

of their carcinoma versus the other risk

factors. s that correct?
A. It's i mpossible to do.
Q. Okay.

Wth regards to the one patient
t hat you menti oned before that was at Camp
Lej eune, have you made any attempt to
determi ne whether his urothelial carcinoma
was potentially caused by TCE, PCE,
benzene, or vinyl chloride?

A. No.

Q. In your clinical practice, are
you al ways able to determ ne the cause of
a person's urothelial cancer?

A. Do you mean if there is a -- an
etiology or exposure etiology or...

Q. |l -- my -- probably a simpler
guestion, when you're evaluating a

patient, are you always able to determi ne
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ifo--
MR. CROMWELL: Strike that.
Q. Are there situations in which
your -- do you have --

MR. CROMWELL: Strike that.

Q. Do you have patients where you
are unable to determ ne a known cause for
their urothelial carcinoma?

A. | do have patients that --
that -- that come to me with no known
exposures of, you know, things that |
would say that | -- |I'm not sure where

your bl adder cancer came from, correct.

Q. Okay.
What percentage of your patients
woul d fall under that category?
A. Less than five percent.
Q. For the patients that you are

unable to identify a known cause for their
urothelial carcinoma, do you consi der
their urothelial carcinoma to be

i di opathic?

A. Yes.
Q. And you may have answered this
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already, so forgive me.

Of the patients -- of all the
patients you've seen in your career,
you've treated, to your knowl edge, one
pati ent who spent time at Camp Lejeune; 1is
t hat correct?

A. Yes.

Q. And just to clarify, that
doesn't include M. Laramore or Mr.
Cagi ano, correct?

A. They're not my patients.

Q. As a practicing urologic
oncol ogi st, you would agree that it's

i mportant for patients to be staged

properly; is that correct?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
A. Yes.
Q. Okay.

And you'd agree there are
different stages to urothelial carcinoma,

correct?

A. Yes.
Q. You understand that stage 1 is
where the tumor has spread into -- only
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into | oose tissue beneath the lining, what
is called the | am na propria, correct me
if I'"m m spronouncing that, but not into
the bl adder's muscul ar wall or beyond.

s that correct?

A. It's the |l am na propria
(different pronunciation), and that is
stage 1, correct.

Q. Stage 2, on the other hand, is
where the tumor has invaded into the
muscle wall, or the muscularis propria,
but has not spread into |ymph nodes or
ot her sites in the body.

s that correct?

A. Stage 2 is only muscle-invasive,
only in the muscle, muscul aris propria,
correct.

Q. Al'l right.

Are you famliar with how the
NI H defines the different stages of

bl adder cancer?

A. The NIH, no.
Q. Okay.
You are fam liar with

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division www.veritext.com
Case 7:23-cv-00897-RJ  Document 507-6  Filed 08/26/25 Page 94 of 481



co N o o b~ W N B

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Page 94

transurethral resection of bladder tumor
of bl adder cancer, or TURBTs; is that
correct?

A. Yes.

Q. But just generally speaking,
what is a TURBT?

A. You go through the patient's
urethra with an instrument, identify the

area of the tumor, and use electricity to

carve out the tumor.

Q. I n your practice, why would --
what's a common reason for you performng
a TURP on a patient?

A. T-U-R-B-T.

Q. T-U-R-B-T?

A. A TURP is a transurethral
resection process.

Q. Yeah.

A. So T-U-R-B-T we perform because
there's a tumor in the patient's bl adder.

Q. Okay.

And you are familiar with
restaging T-U-R-B-T, correct?

A. Yes.
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Q. And what is a restaging
T-U-R-B-T?

A. When after the tumor has been
removed, you go back to do another
resection.

Q. Okay.

You'd agree with me that
restaging T-U-R-B-Ts i mprove a patient's

response rate to treatment, correct?

A. Based on the patient's stage,
correct.
Q. In fact, you've given interviews

and published on this topic; is that
correct?

A. Correct.

Q. Woul d you agree that restaging
T-U-R-B-Ts with adjuvant therapy |eads to
better response rates than if a patient

only has a single T-U-R-B-T with adjuvant

therapy?

A. That is my publications,
correct.

Q. And that's true because with

restaging T-U-R-B-Ts with adjuvant
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he patient is getting a better

effect from the retreatment and mi nim zing

e; is that correct?

It is one of the factors, yes.
Yeah, okay.

Anot her reason for restaging

I s because you want to make

sure the patient is properly staged,

A. Correct.
Q. Al'l right.
For instance, as we were just
tal king about, it's important to
differentiate between nonmuscle-invasive

sus muscle-invasive tumors,

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
Correct.

And the reason for that 1is

e treatments are different; is
ct?

The treatment recommendati ons
ent, yes.

Okay.
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For instance, with
nonmuscl e-invasive tumors, is the typical
treatment into the patient's bl adder for,

| i ke, use of BCG common?

A. That is one of the treat ment
options.
Q. Okay.

What is the common treatment for
muscl e-invasive tumors for stage 2?

A. The two most common are removal
of the bladder with or without
chemot herapy or chemot herapy and
radi ation.

Q. Okay.

Woul d you agree that urotheli al
cancer presents as noninvasive
approxi mately 70 percent of the time?

A. If you | ook at, yes, the
incidence is mostly nonmuscle, it's about
70 percent, yes.

Q. Okay.

You agree that urothelial cancer
presents as muscle-invasive approxi mately

25 percent of the time?
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A. Yes.
Q. And you'd agree that urotheli al
cancer presents as de novo metastatic

cancer in approximately five percent of

the time; is that correct?
A. Correct.
Q. Doctor, you'd agree that

urothelial cancer is treatable when
detected early; is that right?
A. What do you mean by "early"?
Q. | guess |I'm going to ask you,
it's in your report, what do you mean by
“early"?
A. Nonmet ast ati c.
Q. Okay.
So you'd agree that wurothelial
cancer is treatable when detected in a
nonmetastatic form is that correct?
A. lt's all treatable. Mor e
curable when it's nonmetastatic, yes.
Q. Okay.
When you work on litigation
cases, do you often review patient

testimony, doctor testimony?
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MR. WALLACE: Obj ecti on.

" m not sure what you mean by

Sure.
I n your experience as a expert
in other cases, are you given

ion testimony from the plaintiff to

Someti mes.
Are you given deposition

ny of treating physicians to

Maybe once or twice.
Okay.

When you are an expert in those

ses, are you given the medical
to revi ew?

Yes.

Al'l right.

Have you ever had a situation
in your other expert work, where
ical records are inconsistent with
osition testimony you're reviewi ng?

| can't recall.
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Q. Okay.

Correct me if |I'm wrong, but it
appears that your expert testimony in
prior cases mainly relies upon review of
medi cal records.

I s that generally true?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. Correct.

Q. Whenever you do encounter
inconsi stencies between deposition
testimony and medical records, how do you
reconcile the two?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ecti on.

A. " m not quite sure | really
understand that question.

Q. Okay.

If you have a patient --

let's -- let's change the narrative.

I f you have a patient that comes
in and gives you a narrative of their
hi story that is inconsistent with their
past medical records, how do you reconcile
those two?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ecti on.
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A. | mean, the way | -- | review
all the data, whatever the data may be,
medi cal records, my questioning, and then
| make an independent assessment of what |
t hink, you know, the -- what -- what the
guestion they're there to answer is. So
if the patient is there for bladder cancer
and there's inconsistencies, |I'll review
past medical records and interview the
patient and just make an independent
medi cal decision about what to do next.

Q. Okay.

Do you consider contemporaneous
medi cal records more or less reliable than
testimony or patient's narrative?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. | think you need to | ook at the
big -- everything put together. | mean,
there's not one piece that's more
i mportant than the other when you're
| ooking at the whole picture.

Q. Okay.

Do you have patients who you

consider poor historians?
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MR. WALLACE: Obj ecti on.
A. I mean, | think you need to
define what a poor historian is.
Q. Have you ever noted in someone's
medi cal records that they're a poor
hi storian?
A. | don't necessarily think poor
hi stori an. Some patients are medically
illiterate and it's more challenging to
get the information from them and you have
to maybe pry a little bit more, but |
don't like -- | don't use the word "poor
hi storian. ™
Q. Okay.
When you have a new patient in
your office, you review their previous
medi cal records, assumi ng you have them?
A. Yes.
Q. Okay.
Why is that i mportant?
A. To understand all the previous
medi cal history that may be relevant for
me to make a decision on how to treat them

f orward.
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MR. WALLACE: Mi chael , when you
get a good stopping point, can we take
a break?

MR. CROMWELL: | think I am
there.

MR. WALLACE: Okay.

MR. CROMWELL: Give me one
second just to --

MR. WALLACE: Sur e. | don''t
want to interrupt your flow, but [|I'm
just |l ooking at the time.

MR. CROMWELL: Yeah, let's go
ahead and take a break. | think
that's good.

MR. WALLACE: Okay.

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: The ti me
right now is 10:22 a. m

We are off the record.

(Recess taken.)

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: The ti me
right now is 10:38 a. m.
We are back on the record.
BY MR. CROMWELL:

Q. Doct or, before we broke, we were
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di scussing, kind of, the situations where
you may have a patient who tells you one
t hing where their medical records say
anot her thing.

Have you ever had a patient, to
your knowl edge, downplay, for instance,
their smoking history?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. | wouldn't know if they are or
not downplaying it. I mean, | just rely
on the answers that they give me and make
a decision.

Q. Have you ever had a patient that
tells you they have smoked a particul ar
amount, but their medical records show
that they were actually smoking more in

the past?

A. Off the top of my head, | can't
recall that situation
Q. Okay.

Just hypothetically, what would
you do if you had a patient that says they
never smoked, but their medical records

showed that they have a significant
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smoking history? How would you reconcile
those two?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
A. | mean, | think there's -- |if
it's a signature -- there's a variety of

different situations where what do you

mean by the medical records. So | would
need to, |ike, verify that.
| guess, if it's one instance in

the whole set medical records, then
woul d probably ignore it. If it's every
single one from different physicians --
Q. Sure.
A. -- then | have to ask the
patient and make a clinical decision.

| mean, there's just too many

scenarios, | wouldn't know how to -- it
vary -- it varies, you know.
Q. Sur e.
So, if a patient of yours had

ten years of medical records that showed
they smoked a pack a day and then they
wal ked into your clinic and they told you

that they only smoked half a pack a day,
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how woul d you reconcile those two
situations?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. Il -- 1 would put a half to one
pack per day.
Q. Okay.

Does the -- does the amount that
the person's smoke not i mpact your
differential etiology?

A. | -- | think it's
smoki ng/ nonsmoki ng, not how much smoking.
Q. Okay.

So, if a person has a smoking
hi story, regardless of the amount, that's
an i mportant factor in determ ning if
someone's urothelial carcinoma is caused
by their smoking or not?

A. Yes, | think it's current

smokers from former smokers and never

smokers. That's the way | | ook at it.
Q. Okay.
A. And li ke |I said before, it's

i mportant for me if you're a current

smoker, | would try or | would discuss
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stopping or cessation.
Q. Under st ood.
We were also discussing a
patient of yours that you indicated had

been at Camp Lejeune before.

s that -- do you recall that
testimony?
A. Yes.
Q. Do you recall what kind of

urothelial carcinoma that patient was

di agnosed with?

A. lt's urothelial.
Q Ur ot helial ?

A. Yes.

Q Okay.

Do you know when he was

di agnosed?

A. | would have to | ook at his
medi cal records. | know he's been my
patient for years, but | don't remember

when he was exactly diagnhosed.
Q. Do you know if your patient has
an admi nistrative claimor a |legal claim

pending for Camp Lejeune-related cases?
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|l -- 1 don't re -- | don't think
| don't know.

Okay.

| have never asked.

Okay.

When we were tal king about your

publications, you indicated that in some

of your publications that while you may

ri sk factors for urothelial

carcinoma, none of your publications were

focused on the risk factors.

|l s that correct?

Yes.
When you list risk factors in
publications, have you ever |isted

PCE, benzene, or vinyl chloride as

any of those risk factors?

A. Specifically, no, but we do |ist
chemi cal exposures, industrial exposures,
and | would probably put those under
there.

Q. Okay.

But you've never specifically

hi ghlighted TCE, PCE, benzene, or vinyl

877-370-3377
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chloride exposure as risk factors --

A. No.

Q. -- in your publications?

Same question when you list risk
factors in your applications, have you
ever |listed Camp Lejeune water as a risk
factor for urothelial carcinoma?

A. No. None of this is a focus of
my research, so it's not important to me
to be specific. We -- you know, when we
l'ist things, we generalize because it's
just, you know, introduction or
concl usi on.

Q. Under st ood. But to the extent
you are listing risk factors in your
publications, you're not aware of ever

listing Camp Lejeune water as one of those

risk factors; is that correct?

A. No.

Q. No, that's not correct --

A. No, it's correct. No, |"'ve
never |isted it.

Q. Got it. Under st ood.

Doctor, you are familiar with
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portions of it; is that
A. Yes.
Q. Okay.

Have you ever
its entirety?
A. No.
Q. Okay.
Were you inst

standard?

them necessarily unl ess

Laramore and Cagi ano reports,

the Camp Lejeune Act | egal

in your reports as an expert

Page 110

the Camp Lejeune Justice Act; is that
fair?

A. Yes.

Q. You've included it in both your

or at | east

correct?

read the act in

ructed to opine on

expert reports to include | egal

causati on

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
A. Not sure | wunderstand that
guestion.
Q. s it common for you in your

st andar ds

witness?
A. | need to understand them, but I

don't, you know, have opinions or include

it's important for
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what | am going to be there -- what | was
asked to do.
Q. Okay.

Prior to your expert reports in
these cases, have you ever included | egal
burdens or statutory proof in your expert
reports?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ecti on.

A. I mean, definitions, yes. So
the -- that -- my whole report understands
what the | egal, sort of, wording is that |

am using my expert opinion on.
Q. Okay.
Can you give me an example of a
case where you've done that?
A. So, things Iike more |likely than

not for some medical mal practice.

Q. Okay.
A. You know, if this was more
i kely than not for that, | need to

understand what that means in order for me
to give an opinion, and so we will put
that in the definition.

And from what | understand, it
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varies state to state, place to place,
Q. Just because you mentioned it
what does "more |ikely than not" mean t
you?
A. For me, that definition is th
there is a specific cause that is, |et'
call it, the majority of the reason why

illness or had a complication from thei
treat ment or whatever the question is.

Q. Okay.

there's | anguage in the Camp Lejeune Ac
that references "as |likely as not"?

At | east |ikely as not.

At | east as I|likely as not.

Yes.

o » O »

Sorry, | stand corrected.
What does "at | east as |ikely

not mean to you?

A. To me it means that there is
could possibly be more than one reason
what ever the cause of the disease is, a

all of them may play a role or none may

112

SO.

)

o

at

S

t hat somebody is having whatever medi cal

r

Rel at edly, you understand that

t

as

or
to

nd
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play a role or combinations of them may

play a role in |leading to that disease.
Q. In the situations where you're

opining where something is more |ikely

t han not, you indicated that you're

| ooking for a specific cause in that

situation,

Am | -- is that generally true?

A. |l am -- in those situations,
it's more of a unfortunately a
complication has occurred with a patient
and is the -- is there a reason that that
i kely would have happened.

Q. Okay.

How do you -- just so | -- I'm
just trying to understand how do you
differentiate evaluating -- or, form ng an
opi nion under a standard |like "more I|ikely
t han not" compared to a standard "at | east
as |likely as not"?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

BY MR. CROMWELL:
Q. What's -- how do you

differentiate between those two things?
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MR. WALLACE: Obj ecti on.

A. Il think it's in the context.

Q. Okay.

A. I mean, | think, again,
something |like |leading to a disease versus

a complication from a surgery because
somet hi ng was performed or there was a
mi sdi agnosis or somebody read a report
wrong for me is the more like -- that's
where |'ve used the "more |ikely as not"”
in the past.
Q. Okay. Let's stick with
causation of disease.
In the situation, how would you
differentiate between those two standards?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
A. " m not sure you can. | mean,
don't think -- that's what | meant the
context of what you're using those

definitions.

So I think for my expertise,
which i s bl adder cancer, | can't -- |
don't think I can use "more |ikely than
not" because | think they're all risk
Golkow Technologies,
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factors and we just don't know which one
may play a role or not play a role.

Q. Okay.

So, in a case that has more than
one potential risk factor, you would not
be able to opine that one risk factor is
more |ikely than not the cause of
someone's urothelial carcinoma; is that
correct?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. | mean, again in context, right.
| would need to see everything put
toget her, patients, you know, what the
risk factors are, but | do think that it's
very challenging to say that it's more --
the reason -- one, sort of, causes the
reason than others, but there are
instances where we probably coul d.

Q. Can you give me an example of a
situation where you could identify one of
the risk factors as more |ikely than not
the cause of someone's urothelial
carcinoma compared to their other risk

factors?
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A. | think that it would have to be
with instances |ike no other risk factors
known to the patient, had high doses
radi ation to the bl adder maybe.

Q. Okay. I n that situation you
just identified one known risk factor.

Can you give me an example where

someone may have multiple risk factors and

how you would differentiate between those?

A. Sorry, I -- 1| don't think | can,
no.

Q. Okay. Al'l right.

Do you apply any Kkind of
percentage of |likelihood to the "at | east
as likely as not" standard you're using?

A. | do not.

Q. You stated in your reports that
the CLJ, the Camp Lejeune Act standard was
considered in your approach to determi ne
whet her Mr. Laramore's exposure to water
at Camp Lejeune was at | east as |ikely as
not the cause of his Dbladder cancer; is
t hat correct?

A. Yes.
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which you

A.
Q.

st andards,

Page 117

You did the same with Mr.
UTucC?

Yes.

Okay.

Have you previously reviewed and

relied upon statutory |anguage in

an expert opinion?

| don't understand -- | don't
the definition of "statutory
I S.

Sure.

Have you ever been given or

identified federal or state statutes in

have relied upon | egal burden

| anguage to render your opinion?

No. l"m not a | awyer.
Okay.

You have stated in your report

t hat reasonabl e medi cal professionals in

your field apply the same or similar

the standards that we've been

tal king about.

|l s that correct?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ecti on.

877-370-3377
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A. Which standards specifically?

Q. The "at | east as |likely as not."
A. Yes.

Q. Okay.

Can you give me an exampl e of
how medi cal professionals use that in your
field outside of the context of this
[itigation?

A. Simlar to what | said. When
you have a patient that has multiple
possi ble etiologies for their disease,
you -- you know, they consider all of them
with some weight, equal weight.

Q. In those situations, are you - -
you're considering whether a person's
multiple risk factors caused their
urothelial carcinoma, do you consi der

those risk factors equivalent to each

ot her ?
A. You consider them as risk
factors.
Q. Okay.
A. You just don't put any weight,
SOo.
Golkow Technologies,
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Q. So if you don't put any wei ght
to them, would you, by definition I guess,
be treating them the same?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. | mean, you're not treating
them | mean. So, you're considering them
all as potential -- as potential risk
factors.
So, | mean, if there's three, |

don't necessarily think you say 33
percent, 33 percent, 33 percent. You say

there's three possible risk factors.

Q. Got it.

Have you ever used the "at | east
as likely as not" standard in your medi cal
research?

A. No.

Q. Outside of this litigation, have
you ever used a standard -- used the
standard "at |l east as |likely as not" in

your other work as a testifying expert?
A. | have not.

Q. Aside from the "more |likely than

not standard you mentioned, are there
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ot her standards you have used to reach
your expert opinions in other cases?

A. Not that | recall.

Q. Are you aware of any published
gui dance on how to apply the "at | east as
i kely as not" standard?

A. " m not.

Q. Are you aware of any
epi demi ol ogi cal studies that use the as
i kely -- "at least as |ikely as not"
standard to describe a positive
association?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ecti on.

A. " m not an epidemi ol ogist, so |
don't really follow that |iterature
closely.

So | would say no.

Q. Okay.

Have you ever heard the term
“equi poise"?
A. | have.
Q. Do you use that termin your
clinical practice?

A. | do not.
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Q. Do you use that termin your

research?

A. | do not.

Q Do you know what it means?

A. Loosely.

Q What does it mean to you? What

does the term "equi poise" mean to you?
A. |l mean, the -- the -- actually,

| really don't.

Q. Okay.

A. Now I '"m t hinking about it, |
don't.

Q. No, it's fair.

A. Sorry.

Q. Did you use the term "equi poise"

in formulating your opinions in these

cases at all ?

A. | don't recall. | don't think
so, no.

Q. How did you use the "at | east as
li kely as not" standard -- well, how did
the use of the "at |l east as |ikely as not"

standard affect the opinions you are

offering in these cases?
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A. I mean, |'m not sure what you
mean by "affect.™
That was the definition |I used
to come -- | used that as a definition to

come to my opinion during the review, or

after the review of all the medi cal
records.
Q. Well, fair to say you relied on

this standard when you could not determi ne
whet her a particular risk factor was more
l'i kely than not the cause, for instance,

of Mr. Laramore's bl adder cancer, correct?

A. Well, | did not use "more |likely
t han not" at all. | used the "Il east
i kely" in this to come up with my opinion
of the risk factor -- you know, of the

bl adder cancer possible risk factors for
both patients.

Q. Ri ght . | -- well, correct me if
| *m wrong, but the first part of your,
kind of, conclusion was that you could not
identify any of the risk factors that were
more |likely than not the cause of Mr.

Laramore's bl adder cancer, correct?
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factors are at |
be the cause,

the chemi cal s at

east as likely as n

Camp Lejeune.

A. No.
Q. Okay.

If we can | ook at Exhibit 4,
which is your Laramore report. And i f you
would -- Doctor, if you |look at the | ast
paragraph, at the very end of page - -

MR. WALLACE: " m sorry, what

page?

MR. CROMWELL: 21, sorry. Page

21.

MR. WALLACE: Thank you.

BY MR. CROMWELL:

Q. And the | ast sentence of the
| ast paragraph says: Thus, because |
cannot find any risk factor that is more
i kely than not to have caused his bl adder
cancer, | conclude that each of his risk

ot to

including his exposure to

First, did | read that
correctly?
A. Yes.
Q. So, fair to say as part of your
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evaluation in this case, you could not
identify any risk factor that is more

i kely than not to have caused his bl adder
cancer, correct?

A. | think what | mean by that is
that all the risk factors have to play,
you know, a role in the actual cause of
the -- M. Laramore's bl adder cancer, so.

| don't think one is more

i mportant than the other. So if you want
to say by definition "more |ikely than
not," | think they're all risk factors for

his disease.

Q. l"m just trying to understand
your ultimate opinion because this is what
it seems |like it is. | get that second
part that each of his risk factors are at
| east as |ikely as not to be the cause,
which is what you've been alluding to, but
the preface to that is that you cannot
find any risk factor that is more |ikely
t han not the cause of his -- his bladder
cancer, correct?

A. From the risk factors that |
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agree wit
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in both,
A.

Q.
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ned for Mr. Laramore.

Sure.

Yes.

Okay.

Yes.

Sorry, |I'mjust --

No, you're good.

Doctor, we went over that you're

I demi ol ogi st or a toxicologist,

Correct.
You have prepared in your
"General Causation" section for

Laramore and Mr. Cagi ano,

It's part of my report, yes.

And as part of -- you would
h me, just so we don't have to
oth, they're -- aside from

to Mr. Laramore and Mr. Cagi ano,
agree they're identical sections
correct?

Yes.

Okay.
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As part of your "Gener al
Causation" section, you are relying on
plaintiffs' experts, Dr. Hatten, Plunkett,

Gi |l bert, Culp, and Bird, for your opinions

in that section; is that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. And while you do rely on them,
it -- correct me if I'"m wrong, did you
reach your own conclusions, independent

conclusions, as to whether TCE, PCE,
benzene, and vinyl chloride can cause

urot helial carcinoma?

A. Yes.
Q. Okay.
Did you do your own literature

search and review to reach those
conclusions?

A. Part of it was, yes, as well as
relying on the experts and their opinions.

Q. Okay.

As part of this literature

review, was this a systematic review of
the epidemi ol ogical and toxicol ogical

literature | ooking at TCE, PCE, benzene,
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and vinyl chloride?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. What do you mean by
"systematic"?

Q. Did you run searches, for
instance -- well, let me back up.

Have you used PubMed before?
A. Yes.
Q. Did you run searches for
articles related to TCE, PCE, benzene,

vinyl chloride and urothelial or bl adder

cancer?
A. | did.
Q. Okay.

What search terms did you use,
if you recall?

A. l -- 1 mean, | think -- | don't
recall exactly which search terms | used,
but they would have included TCE, PCE,
benzene, bl adder cancer, urotheli al
cancer, maybe a few others.

l -- I"msorry, | just don't
remember exactly from that moment in ti me.

Q. Okay.

Golkow Technologies,
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Did you search

l[iterature related to epi

studies or toxicological
at benzene, TCE, PCE, or
it relates to urotheli al

MR. WALLACE:

A. Yeah, and what

there weren't

were manuscri pts that

don't

articles related to vinyl

A. Possi bly. I

Q. How did you - -
through this literature search
you decide which studies
exclude in your report?

A. Il think a -- it
of it has to do with the
the, sort of, the data or
avail able, but from what
wasn't a lot of literatur
tried to ook through al

Q. Okay.

So as you're si

don't recall there being

t housands of

came

Page 128

at all for

chloride?

any

remember.
when goi ng

how di d
to include or
A | ot

the - -

vari es.
guality of
what's
| recall, there

e, so | just

of it unbi ased.

tting here, you

a | ot of

demi ol ogi ca
studies | ooking
vinyl chloride as

carcinoma?

Obj ection.

| mean by that,
papers. There
up that I -- |
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could review in a timely fashion.
Q. Are all of those studies that

you | ooked at, whether you included it or

excluded it in your report, included in
your materials considered list?

A. It should be, yeah.

Q. A number of the studies you have

cited in your GENERAL CAUSATI ON section

are occupational studies; is that correct?
A. Yes.
Q. You agree that occupational

exposure | evels are magnitudes higher than
chemi cal |l evels that would have been
present at Camp Lejeune; is that correct?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ecti on.

A. | really can't speak to that.
"' m not an epidemi ol ogi st . "' m not quite
sure what, you know, that all means, and
so | don't want to say something on it.

Q. So is it fair to say you made no

attempts in the studies you were | ooking
at to compare the low -- the levels in the
occupational studies you were | ooking at

to the | evels of TCE, PCE, benzene, or

Golkow Technologies,
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vinyl chloride at Camp Lejeune?

A. | did.

Q. You did compare them or you did
not ?

A. | did |l ook at the differences
bet ween the two absolute numbers, but |'m
not sure exactly what that -- you know,

how to correlate or how to interpret that.

Q. Okay.

So, as you sit here, do you know
whet her the |l evels of exposure to TCE,
PCE, benzene, and vinyl chloride in the
occupational studies you eval uated are
hi gher or | ower than the |l evels at Camp
Lejeune?

A. | wouldn't be able to tell you
off the top of my head. | would have to
review those again.

Q. Okay.

| should have asked this before,
but, Doctor, did you write your reports
for Mr. Laramore and Mr. Cagiano?

A. | did.

Q. Did you write, for instance,

Golkow Technologies,
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your "General Causation" section?

A. | drafted it, yes.

Q. These are your own words and
your own conclusions?

A. | worked with my | awyers along
with it, but these are all my, yes, my
beliefs and my concl usi ons.

Q. Okay.

Did anyone tell you to add this
section to your report?

A. No.

Q. Doctor, are you familiar with

Dr. Thomas Longo?

A. Yes.

Q. How do you know who he is?

A. | reviewed his deposition.

Q. Did you ever | ook at his report?

A. | did not. As far as | could --
yeah, | don't think -- no, | don't think
did.

Q. Okay.

It's not |isted. | was just

curious.

A. Yeah, | don't --

Golkow Technologies,
877-370-3377 A Veritext Division www.veritext.com
Case 7:23-cv-00897-RJ  Document 507-6  Filed 08/26/25 Page 132 of 481



co N o o b~ W N B

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Page 132

Q. Have you - -
A. Then | definitely didn't.
Q. Have you ever spoken with Dr.

Longo or corresponded with him?

A. No.
Q. Do you know where he practices?
A. No.
Q. But you are aware that Dr. Longo

is one of plaintiffs' urology experts in

this litigation?
A. Yes.
MR. CROMWELL: Doctor, |I'm going

to hand you what we're marking as
Exhibit 11 to your deposition.
(Sfakianos Exhibit 11, Specific
Causation Expert Report for Jefferson
Criswell Thomas Longo, M D. February
7, 2025, was marked for
I dentification, as of this date.)
BY MR. CROMWELL
Q. And, Doctor, just for the
record, this is the specific causation
expert report for Jefferson Criswell by

Dr. Thomas Longo dated February 7th, 2025.
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|l s that correct?

A. That's what it says, yes.
Q. Al'l right.
Doctor, if you would turn to

page 11 of what we marked as Exhibit 11.
And at the same time, would you mi nd
opening your Exhibit 4, which is your
Laramore report, page 97

A. Exhi bit 4, page 97

Q. Exhi bit 4, page 9, yep.

You have a section entitled

"General Causation."

A. Yes.

Q. And | ooking at Exhibit 11, Dr.
Longo's report also has a section entitled

"General Causation" at the bottom of page

11; is that correct?
A. Yes.
Q. And would you just compare for

me the | anguage of your "Gener al

Causation" section with the "Gener al
Causation" section of Dr. Longo, and would
you agree with me in that evaluation that

they are word-for-word identical?

Golkow Technologies,
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A. So you want me to read both and
tell you if they're identical?
Q. Well, |I'"m assuming you're

fam liar with yours, but if you | ook at

Dr. Longo's --

A. Okay.

Q. -- report.

A. Il mean, |I'mfamliar with it,
but if you want word-for-word, | would

want to read both of them
Q. That's fair.
A. (Wtness reads document.)
I mean, do you want me to read
the whole thing, because it's
definitely -- it's definitely not the same
thing word-for-word. There are words that
are different here between the two.
Q. Okay.
Can you identify which version
you're referring to?
A. | mean, | use the word "vinyl
chloride." Here it's "VC." Here "PCE is
i kely to be carcinogenic in humans in al

routes of exposure." | have by "EPA 51";

Golkow Technologies,
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it's not here.

Simlarly -- there was one other
one that | just saw. So it's simlar, but
not word-for-word.

Q. So I"lIl modify it understanding
the distinctions that you're making.

Woul d you agree with me that
they're virtually identical and have the

same citations in each section?

A. | just told you that there's two
different citations right here. So
they're simlar, yes, but, | mean, | have
citation 51. He has citation 34.

Q. Well, the numbers, not talking

about the numbers.
What the documents -- what the
citations are referring to in the

f oot notes.

A. - -
Q. Sorry, the footnotes are --
A. In the back.
Q. -- yeah, in the bottom.
A. Oh, sorry.
Yeah, they're referring to the
Golkow Technologies,
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same, but definitely different numbered
footnotes.
Q. Under st ood.

Do you know why these two
sections between you and Dr. Longo's
"General Causation" sections would be
virtually similar?

A. | do not.
Q. Okay.

lt's your testimony that the
| anguage in your "General Causation" is
your | anguage and your opinions?

A. These are definitely my opinions
and my | anguage.
Q. Okay.

Were you ever asked to
specifically rely on certain citations as
part of your opinions in this section?

A. Not specifically, no.
Q. Okay.

Were you asked to use specific
| anguage in your "General Causation"
section?

A. What do you mean by that?

Golkow Technologies,
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section,
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Q.
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Q. Were you -- were there portions
of this general section report, Laramore
report, that you were specifically asked
to include in your -- in this section?

MR. WALLACE: | *'m going to

object to this question and instruct

witness not to answer to the

extent that it would disclose

communi cati ons between the expert and

ntiffs' counsel .

BY MR. CROMWELL:

Are you going to follow the

i nstruction?

Of my attorney, yes.
Okay.
Just to be clear, you wrote this
the "General Causation" section
reports?
Yes.
Okay.

And you're relying on the

i nformati on and the citations to offer

nions in these cases?

From my other experts, yes.
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Q. Well, not just the other
experts.

The opinions that you arrived at
in the general causation reports and the
citations you include are all being used
by you to offer your opinions in these
cases, correct?

A. Correct, the citations are from
the other experts, and these are my

opi nions, yes.

Q. Okay.
Okay. Doctor, are you
fami liar -- when you're evaluating the

epidemi ol ogi cal studies for your opinions,
did -- would you agree that statistical
significance is a factor you would | ook at
in evaluating the study?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. Again, |'m not an epidemi ol ogi st
or a statistician, so |I depend on -- it's
all in context. You know, statistically
significance is in con -- so | depended

upon the epidemi ol ogy and toxicol ogy of

the other experts.

Golkow Technologies,
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Q. Okay.
| guess if you were relying on
the other experts' opinions in these
cases, | guess the question |I have is what
was the necessity for you doing your own
literature review and arriving at your own
conclusions in this case?

A. I think that it helps me to
validate and affirm my opinion to making
sure that, you know, nobody's giving me
any false instructions or false data.

Q. Are you familiar with what risk
rati os, odd ratios, or hazard ratios are?

A. Il'm fam liar with the
term nol ogy.

Q. You understand that they are
i mportant to analyze standard incidence
rates in a study's result, are they not?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. l -- 1I'"mnot a statistician, so

| really can't comment on that 'cause that

really is in terms of context, so.

Q. Okay.
A. Yeah.
Golkow Technologies,
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Q.

rati o of

For
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instance, do you know what a

hazard ratio of one means in a study?

| do.

What does it mean?

That there is no difference.
It's a null hypothesis?

A - -

Got it.

See, I'"'m not a statistician.
You would agree that a hazard

one or less indicates a negative

association - -

in the context

MR. WALLACE: Obj ecti on.
Q. -- 1Is that correct?
A. A hazard ratio of less than one?
Q. One or |l ess, but yes.
A. So like --
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
A. So like a 0.5 hazard ratio?
Q. Yes.
A. | don't think that necessarily
is a negative correlation. Il think it's

of how you're | ooking at

the study and what the hypothesis is.
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Q.
A.

Okay.

But again, |

statistician, but that'

know. . .
Q.

expertise

Have you ever
in determ nin
risk in hazar

odds

i ncreased
rati os or
an association with a h
health endpoi nt?
MR. WALLACE:
A. | need you to

guestion. What are you

little more specific on

to ask. l"m sorry.

Q. Sure.

Have you ever

t hat show hazard ratios
odds ratios above one?

A. So, |'ve read
hazard rati os above and

Q. What, in your
hazard, risk, or odds r
mean?

rati os above one

Page 141

m not a

S just my, you

-- do you have any

g what | evel of

d ratios or risk
reflects
ealth outcome, or
Obj ection.

help me with that

be a

just

what you're trying

eval uated studi es

., risk ratios, or

studies that have

bel ow one, yes.
expertise, does a

ati o above one
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A. So, again |I'm not an expert, so

this is not near anywhere in my expert

real m

Q. Okay.

A. But are -- again, the way --
"1l put it in context. The way | woul d
| ook at it would be Iike a randomi zed
phase |11l clinical trial, placebo versus

drug, hazard ratio of 1.01 means that

there's no difference between the two.

Q. Under st ood.
A. That's the context of how I
woul d | ook at hazard or -- or read about

hazard ratios or odds ratios.

Q. Under st ood.

A. And that's why before a hazard
ratio of 0.5 means that there's a 50
percent improvement with the drug, so it's
not a negative correlation; it's a
positive correlation.

Q. | understand the context and how

you're answering it.

A. Yeah.
Q. Thank you.
Golkow Technologies,
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| ot of pap
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research?
A.
Q.
generally
A.

Q.

| et me bac

consulting
A.
Q.
done on th
A.

Q.

efficacy o
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Okay.

Are you fam liar with confidence

Same. | read about them in a
ers | read about.
Okay.

Do you use them in your own

My statisticians may.

But it's not something you're
fam liar with how they operate?
No, sir.

Okay. Al'l right.
Are you famliar with -- well,
k up.

Have you ever done any

for pharmaceutical compani es?
| have.

What kind of consulting have you
eir behal f?

| mean, there's a | ot.

Let me be more specific.

Have you ever evaluated the

f -- of particular drugs for a

877-370-3377
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phar maceutical company?

A. So, the majority of the
phar maceutical companies is mostly my
opi nion about their drugs and if it's
worth, you know, doing certain things with
t hem. | mean, |ike should they go into
clinical trial or should they not.

Q. Okay.

A. But that's roughly what | would
do consulting for.

Q. Okay.

Have you ever heard of a

dose-response?

A. A dose-response, yes, | -- |
know t hose words and |'ve seen them in the

|l iterature.

Q. Have you ever heard the phrase,
i ke, "the dose makes the poison"?

A. Say it again.

Q. Have you ever heard the phrase,
i ke, "the dose makes the poison"?

A. No.

Q. For instance, |ike, somebody in

t heory could consume too much water and

Golkow Technologies,
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die, so the amount you take depends on how
toxic a particular compound is?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. | -- 1'"ve never heard that
specific --

Q. Yeah.

A. -- termi nology, but, | mean,
there's been talking -- there's -- yes,

there's side effect profiles that we read
about in clinical trials that, you know,
and there's -- | do know of phase | trials
where there's dose escal ation where you
give the dose until you see side effects
with the dose that you want to treat
patients with.

Q. Okay.

Fair to say it's not a concept

you generally use in your clinical or

research practice?

A. Absol utely not.
Q. Okay.
What percent, if you know, what

percent of individuals exposed to TCE

devel op urothelial carcinoma?
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A.
t hat

carcinoma?

A.

carcinoma?

their

MR.

Q. What

who devel op urotheli al

A. Don' t
Q. What

who devel op urotheli al

WAL LACE:

don't know. |

guesti on.
Q. Wh at

devel op urotheli al

percent of

carci noma

their exposure to TCE?
A. don't know.
Q. Okay.
What percent of

don't know.

percent age of

their exposure to PCE?
A. | do not know.
Q. What percentage of

know.

percentage of

exposure to benzene?

can't

carci noma

carci noma

Page 146

Obj ection.

answer

i ndi vidual s who

I's due to

i ndi vidual s

exposed to PCE develop urothelial

I ndi vi dual s

i's due to

i ndi vi dual s

exposed to benzene develop urothelial

i ndi vi dual s

i's due to

877-370-3377
Case 7:23-cv-00897-RJ

Golkow Technologies,
A Veritext Division
Document 507-6  Filed 08/26/25

www.veritext.com
Page 147 of 481



co N o o b~ W N B

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

A. | don't know.

exposed to vinyl chloride devel op
urothelial carcinoma?

A. " m not sure.

Q. And what percentage of

i ndividuals who devel op urotheli al

vinyl chloride?

the power of that study?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

of patients.

Page 147

Q. What percentage of individuals

carcinoma is due to their exposure to

A. | don't know.

Q. ' m assuming the answers woul d
be true if | were being more specific to
UuTucC?

A. Correct.

Q. Okay.

Woul d you agree that the number

of participants in a study is relevant to

A. | would argue that it's al
about the study design. So you could have

very strong associations with | ow number

Q. You were mentioning before a
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clinical trial and you currently have one,
but you were | ooking for 67.

s the reason you're |l ooking for
67 and not just one is that it adds more
significance to the actual trial?

A. Well, it is the hypothesis of
the trial that we develop with our
statistician to give us the accurate power
cal cul ation where we would need X-number
of patients to null or -- you know, to
overcome the null hypothesis. So -- so
every study should take into account a
statistician and come up with numbers.

Q. Yeah, but all things being
equal, you'd agree that a study that has,
say, a hundred individuals versus two
i ndividuals, again all things being equal,
woul d have greater power to that study?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. | would say generally yes, but
not necessarily.

Q. Okay.

As part of your general

causation opinions, you evaluated TCE,

Golkow Technologies,
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PCE, benzene, and vinyl chloride

i ndividually; is that correct?
A. Yes.
Q. Did anyone suggest you frame

your opinions based on occupational --
about exposures to a mi xture of those
chemi cals rather than evaluate them
i ndividual ly?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
"' m going to instruct the
witness not to answer to the extent
that it would reveal communications

bet ween the expert and plaintiffs'

counsel .
A. Il will follow his suggestion.
Q. Okay.

Any conversations outside of
conversations you've had with plaintiffs'
counsel as to why or anyone suggesting you
formul ate your opinion based off a mixture
of chemicals rather than individual

chemi cal s?

A. No.
Q. You have opined that there is a
Golkow Technologies,
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causal relationship between Camp Lejeune

wat er and bl adder cancer, correct?

A. Yes.
Q. When you say "Camp Lejeune
wat er," how are you defining that?

A. | *m defining the water that was
present at Camp Lejeune during certain
periods of time due to the contami nation.

Q. Okay.

And the water you're referring
to, what years at Camp Lejeune are you
referring to?

A. | don't remember off the top of
my head. | would have to | ook back to
give you the specific years.

Q. Okay.

What combi nati on of contami nants

are you referring to with regards to Camp
Lej eune water?

A. TCE, PCE, benzene, vinyl
chloride.

Q. Okay.

Those four?
A. Yes.
Golkow Technologies,
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"Camp Lejeune

wat er where is the water com ng from
when you refer to that?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. | don't know where the water was
comng from but it was the water that was
used at Camp Lejeune.

Q. Are you familiar with the
different water treatment systems at Camp
Lejeune?

A. Not specifically. | think I --
one of the -- yeah, not really, no.

Q. Okay.

A. Yeah.

Q. Do you know whet her all water
treat ment systems at Camp Lejeune were
contami nated with TCE, PCE, benzene, and
vinyl chloride?

A. | don't know the answer to that.

Q. Okay.

Did you, in formulating your
opi nions, account for differences in

Golkow Technologies,
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A. Again, |I'"m not an
epidemi ol ogi st . This is not something
that | can really speak to, so.

Q. Okay.

A. No.

Q. You are familiar with the

concept of certain chem cals having an

additive effect?

A. I n general ?

Q. Yes.

A. Yes.

Q. What does it mean to you?

A. It means that there -- it -- it
means many t hings. I mean, if you | ook at
t herapeutics, it means that you need two
drugs to activate a drug. I f you | ook at
chemicals, it may need two drugs to come

toget her and their metabolites come
toget her.

I mean, | think it's just a
two -- two compounds, two chemicals, two
treatments come together that may either
need each other to work or that one may be

additive to the other and cause whatever

Golkow Technologies,
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effects you're | ooking at.
Q. Okay.

Are you familiar with the
concept of chemicals having a synergistic
effect?

A. | think synergistic and additive

is the same word.

Q. You treat them the same?
A. Yeah.
Q. Okay.

Are you aware of any alert --
are you aware of and/or relying upon any
literature that shows an additive or
synergistic effect between TCE, PCE,
benzene, and vinyl chloride?

A. Again, that's not -- that's
nowhere near my realm of expertise. I
don't know -- | -- 1 -- 1 can't think of
any literature, and | wouldn't even be
able to truly come up with a conclusion
‘cause | don't have the expertise in that
sort of setting.

Q. So this is not something you

focused on or know about ?

Golkow Technologies,
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A. No.
Q. Okay.
Do any of the studies that you
cite in your reports conclude that TCE,
PCE, benzene, and vinyl chloride are

additive to cause cancer?

A. | can't recall the specifics of
every one of my studies, so | can't answer
t hat .

Q. If you would | ook at Exhibit 4,

which is your Laramore report, and go to
page 11. You have a -- at the very bottom
there's a paragraph entitled "Bl adder

cancer can arise.

A. Yes.
Q. And in the m ddle of that
paragraph you state: For instance,

smoking is the most prominent risk factor
for bladder cancer with smokers being
three to four times more |likely to devel op
bl adder cancer compared to nonsmokers.
However, when combi ned with environment al
carcinogenic exposure, such as that from

i ndustrial chem cals |ike benzene, TCE,

Golkow Technologies,
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PCE, commonly found in workplaces or
contam nated water supplies, the risk can
be significantly higher. Studi es show
t hat individuals exposed to both smoking
and toxic chemicals, such as those at Camp
Lej eune, experience a greater risk of
bl adder cancer than the sum of the risks
posed by each factor alone. The
i nteraction between these factors may
increase the concentration of carcinogens
in the bladder, elevate the frequency of
genetic mutations, or impair the body's
ability to repair cellular damage, thus
accelerating the cancer's process.

First of all, did I read that

correctly?

A. Yes.
Q. l*m curious, at the bottom of
page 11 I'mtrying to understand you say

“"Studies show that individuals exposed to
both smoking and toxic chemicals such as

those at Camp Lejeune experience a greater
risk of bladder cancer than the sum of the

ri sks posed by each factor alone."
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What do you mean by that
sentence?

A. So, | mean that they're --
they're both can cause bl adder cancer.

And so you were asking about
synergistic and additive before. And so,
in my opinion, | think that there is a --
or, and the keyword in that paragraph is
"can" because they can. That doesn''t
necessarily mean they do, but they can
have additive effects meaning that smoking
causes the damage as well as the Camp
Lej eune chemi cals that you |isted cause
the damage, and together they're --
they're -- you know, they can have a
potentially higher damage | eading to
bl adder cancer.

Q. What studies are you referring
to and relying upon for that sentence?

A. It's the "Smoking and Bl adder
Cancer Systemic Review and Ri sks of
Outcomes. "

Q. This is the Rink article?

A. Yeah.

Golkow Technologies,
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i ncrease t

in the --
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MR. CROMWELL: Doctor, |I'm going
to hand you what |'m going to mark as
Exhibit 12.

(Sfakianos Exhibit 12, Rink
study, was marked for identification,
as of this date.)

BY MR. CROMWELL

Doctor, |I'm handing you what we

Exhibit 12, and the Rink article

Smoki ng and bl adder cancer, a
review of risks and outcomes,

e cited in your report."

s that correct?

Yes.

Okay.

Are you fam liar with this

Yes.
And you're relying on this

say that the interaction

bet ween smoking and toxic chemicals may

he concentration of carcinogens

MR. CROMWELL: Well, strike

877-370-3377
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t hat .

Q. You're -- you just said that
you're relying upon this article for your
opinion that individuals exposed to both
smoki ng and toxic chemi cals, such as those
at Camp Lejeune, experience a greater risk
of bl adder cancer than the sum of the
ri sks posed by each factor alone, correct?

A. Yes.

Q. If you know, can you tell me
where in this article supports that
particul ar statement ?

A. lt's not this article alone, but
it's my expertise and my medical knowl edge
t hat also adds to that.

So, bl adder cancer is a disease
of exposure, and the bladder is a storage
organ. So when you have metabolites that
come into the bladder, whether it's from
smoki ng or other chemicals, they sit
t here. And so this goes into the risk
factors in how they |lead to cancer. And
SO in my opinion, that you have these

met abolites that sit 1 nside the bl adder

Golkow Technologies,
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for long periods of time that cause the
damage.

So when you have them together,
we don't necessarily know which one is the
initial factor, but together they are more
than the sum of the parts.

Q. | understand. And | wunderstand,
you know, part of this is reliance on
smoking -- or, not smoking. Part of this
is reliance on your history and training.

But the beginning of the
sentence is that "studies show". And
you're relying upon what we marked as
Exhibit 12 as a study, and |I'm simply
asking where in this study supports that
smoki ng and other toxic chemi cals have an
additive or even synergistic effect.

A. Could | read the article? |
woul d have to read the whole article and
just try to figure out -- | don't recal
off the top of my head which specific part
of this article.

Q. Okay. It's quite a | ong

article.
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l*ve just -- as you sit here --
or as you sit here right now, are you able
to point to me where in this article
supports that particular position?

A. Not off the top of my head.
Q. Okay.

Doctor, you reviewed and relied
upon the ATSDR's 2017 Assessment of the
Evi dence in reaching your gener al
causation opinions, correct?

A. That was part of it, yes.
Q. Okay.
Do you know how the assessment

was put together?

A. | do not.

Q. Do you know who the author was?
A. Not off the top of my head.

Q. Are you familiar with Frank --

Dr. Frank Bove?

A. | think the name has come up in
conversation and, yes, so that's familiar
The name is familiar.

Q. Okay.

A. So | would have to | ook at the

Golkow Technologies,
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article to make sure that's the actual
person who wrote it.

Q. Do you know if Dr. Frank Bove
was the sole author of the 2017
assessment ?

A. | don't recall

Q. Okay.

Do you know what the purpose for

putting the assessment together was?

A. | don't. I don't remember.
This was not something | spent, you know,
a tremendous amount of time on.

MR. CROMWELL: Okay.

Can | have the 20177

Doctor, |I'm going to go ahead
and hand you what we've marked
Exhibit 13.

(Sfaki anos Exhibit 13, ATSDR
Assessment of the Evidence January 13,
2017, Bates
CLJS_HEALTHEFFECTS-0000044276-371, was
mar ked for identification, as of this

date.)
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Q. And
of the record,
assessment . |

would |ike it,

trying not to
but. ..

Assessment of

referring to i

to ask you is
as Exhibit 13,

a finding was

assess the evi

Page 162

BY MR. CROMWELL:

just for the clarification
this is not the full 2017
have a copy of it if you

but this is a truncated

version because it is massive and | was

produce the entire thing,

Doctor, this is a 2017

Evi dence that you are

n your Laramore and Cagi ano

reports; is that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay.

A. Do they not have the author on
here?

Q. And, Doctor, first things | want

on page 8 of what we marked

the | ast paragraph states:

Il n our assessment, we did not use

confidence intervals to determ ne whet her

"statistically significant"

nor did we use significance testing to

dence for causality.

877-370-3377
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that's the

assessment

what t hose

Page 163

First, did | read that

A. You di d.

s it your understanding that

id not use significance testing

to assess the evidence of causality? |Is

that correct?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ecti on.

A. l -- 1 mean, | would have to
just -- those are the words that you just
sai d. So I'm-- that's correct, that's
what you just said.

Q. Okay.

But is it -- you agree that

approach that the 2017

took when evaluating evidence?

A. I - -
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
A. | would have no idea. I
would -- | mean, those are the words on
t he page, but | dont know - - | woul d want
to -- and first, |I'm not a statistician or
an epidemi ol ogist, so I'"m not quite sure

means.

877-370-3377
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Second, | would want to | ook at
everything to make sure that there's
not hing else that, you know, says anything
different.

Q. Okay.

I f you | ook at that paragraph
above, it reads: In the disease specific
t abl es, 95 percent confidence intervals
were provided in order solely to indicate
the [ evel of precision of uncertainty and
the effect esti mates. An effect esti mate,
risk ratio, odds ratios, or standardized
mortality ratio was considered to have
good precision or less uncertainty if the
ratio of the upper |limt to |lower |imt of
its 95 confidence interval was |ess than
or equal to two.

First of all, did I read that
correctly?

A. You di d.

Q. You understand that the 2017
Assessment of Evidence | ooked at the ratio
of the upper end of the confidence

interval to the | ower end when eval uating
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the evidence; is that correct?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. Again, that's -- your -- your
guestion is not the words that are on the
page. So I'"'m not sure if that's actually
what was performed in this study.

| mean, this is -- | would need
to |l ook at everything put together. I
can't -- | can't say anything based on a
single paragraph on a single page of a
very | arge --

Q. Okay.

A, -- file.

Q. Well, aside from this paragraph,
what is your understanding of how ATSDR
assessed the status of the evidence?

A. | did not -- 1 don't have an
opinion on that. | used my epidemi ol ogy
and toxicol ogy experts.

Q. Okay.

A. And their -- and their reports
to -- you know, | -- | can't make an
opinion on that.

Q. Okay.

Golkow Technologies,
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benzene.

according
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Are you fam liar with what a
interval ratio is?

I*m fam liar with a confidence
not a -- | don't know what a

interval ratio is, no.

Okay.

I f you would | ook at what is
ding in Bates number 4290. It's
Overall summary of the

Do you see that?
Yes.
And if you would flip to the

and it identifies bladder cancer

Yes.
Al'l right. And it lists the
TCE, PCE, vinyl chloride, and

s that right?

Yes.

Okay.

So, you understand that

to the ATSDR, the evidence for

877-370-3377
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causation was below equipoise for TCE
related to bl adder cancer; is that

correct?

A. That's what's |listed on this
tabl e.
Q. Okay.

I s that your understanding,

having reviewed and relied upon this

study?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. Again, | don't have an opinion
on this. This is |I relied on other
experts to -- to --

Q. Okay.

A. You know.

Q. So maybe | can short-circuit

this a little.

To the extent that you cite to
the ATSDR in your reports, are you doing
any kind of independent analysis of the
ATSDR's assessment, or are you simply
relying upon plaintiffs' other expert's
use of the assessment ?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ecti on.

Golkow Technologies,
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A. l*"m relying on other plaintiffs'
experts and validating some of their data
to just make sure that there was nothing
falsified.

Q. Okay.

Did you do anything to validate
their use of the 2017 assessment ?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. No. I mean, | | ooked at it, but
relied on their interpretation.

Q. Okay. But this is one of the
things you did ook at in form ng your
general causation opinions?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay.

You would agree with me that
according to the ATSDR, the evidence for
causation was bel ow equipoise for vinyl
chloride as it relates to bladder cancer;
is that correct?

A. That's -- that's what it says,
yes.

Q. Okay.

And you'd agree that the
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evidence for causation was bel ow equi poi se

for benzene as it relates to bl adder

cancer; is that correct?
A. That's what it says, yes.
Q. Okay.

Did you evaluate whether the
ATSDR said anything about the status of
ani mal data as it relates to PCD and
bl adder cancer?

A. |l remember reviewing it, but |
don't remember the specifics.
Q. Okay.

I f you would turn to what is
page 92 of Exhibit 13. There's a section
entitled "ATSDR Assessment” and then bel ow
that is the category "PCE."

Do you see that?

A. Yes.

Q. And so, in this section, ATSDR
is assessing connection to PCE to bl adder
cancer; is that right?

A. That's what -- yes.

Q. Okay.

I f you would turn to page 94
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still within that same section
A. Okay.
Q. In that first full paragraph it
says "The study of PCE."
Do you see where |I'm reading?
A. "Drinking water in Cape Cod,

Massachusetts"?

Q. No. Page 94, the first full
paragraph is: The study of PCE
contami nated drinking water.

If | just kept reading.

A. Yes.
Q. My apol ogi es.
A. No probl em.

Q. If you go to the | ast sentence
in that paragraph it states: Al t hough
there are animal data indicating that
the -- that PCE causes neoplasms of the
hemapoietic system, testes, kidney and
brain, there are no ani mal data saying
t hat PCE causes bl adder neopl asms.

First of all, did I read that
correctly?

A. Yes.

Golkow Technologies,
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Q. You understand that according to
the ATSDR, at | east at this time, there
was no ani mal data indicating that PCE
causes bl adder neoplasms, correct?

A. That's what -- that's what it
says, Yyes.

Q. Do you have any reason to
di sagree?

A. Not that | can think of, no.

Q. Okay.

Did you evaluate the validity of
t hat statement in your assessment of this
document ?

A. | did not.

Q. Okay.

The next paragraph is entitled
“"Mechanistic Information" and it states:
Al t hough there are no mechanistic data
t hat provide strong evidence in support of
a causal association between PCE and
bl adder cancer, there are studies
suggesting that workers exposed to
chlorinated solvents who have certain

genetic polymorphisms affecting a key
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met abolic pathway for PCE are at increased
ri sk of bladder cancer than those exposed
to these solvents who do not have these

genotypes.

First of all, did I read that
correctly?
A. Yes.
Q. You understand that according to

the ATSDR's 2017, at the time, there is no
mechani stic data that provides strong
evidence in support of a causal

association between PCE and bl adder

cancer?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
A. That's what it says here, yes.
Q. Okay.

Do you have any reason to

di sagree?

A. Again, |'m not a epidemi ol ogi st
or a toxicologist, so | wouldn't have an
opi nion on that. |l -- 1 don't --

Q. Did you do anything to validate

this statement one way or the other?

A. No. This is a -- above what |
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was asked to do.

Q. Okay.

Doctor, in your materials
considered |list you cite to three studies
by Dr. Frank Bove; is that correct?

A. Yes.
Q. Okay.

You're fam liar with those
studies, two from 2024, one from 20247?
A. Vaguely, yes.
Q. Okay.
Did you use them and rely upon
them in formulating any of your opinions

in this case?

A. Again, this was a validation
from the other experts in the causal. You
know, it was more | | ooked at them to make

sure that they're the correct citations
and that they had the correct information,
but not for my opinion for bladder cancer.

Q. Did the studies have any role in
the general causation opinions that you
were formng in this case?

A. Yes, because they were the
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papers that our other experts used.
Q. Okay.
And what did you do to validate
that the other experts were using these
studies properly and interpreting the

results properly?

A. Again, I'"'m not an epidemi ol ogi st
or statistician. So there's not somet hing
that | would be able to do. | used it --

these were the ones that were cited, so |
revi ewed - -

Q. Ri ght .

A. | reviewed them to make sure
that they were the correct citations and
that they had the correct, you know, sort
of study and what they were | ooking at.

Q. Okay.

You've -- you've testified
previously that in part what you were
doi ng was validating that their
interpretation of the studies. So | guess
my question is what did you do with these
Bove-rel ated studies to validate that

those were being used properly?
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A. I - -
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
A. Il -- 1 don't understand the
guestion, |I'm sorry.
Q. Sure.

whet her plaintiffs' other experts were
citing the data properly for -- the dat
fromthese Bove studies in form ng your
own general causation opinions?

A. So, if you mean if | -- did I

| ook at exactly all the numbers they us
the studies were?
Q. Sure. We'll start there.

A. No, | -- 1 mean, | used the

make sure that those were the accurate

citations. So | pulled those papers.

t hat the conclusion of those papers was

to form my own opinion make sure that

they're -- that everything is accurate.

Page 175

Did you do anything to validate

a

ed

and the numbers and validate, |i ke, what

citations that they gave, and | wanted to

guickly |l ooked through them to make sure

the same as what -- what was said and al so
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Q. Okay.
So, did you |l ook at the results
of the Bove studies as it relates to
bl adder cancer?
A. Yes.
MR. CROMWELL: Okay. WIIl you
hand me number 19, please?
Doctor, |I'm going to hand you
what we're marking as Exhibit 14 to
your deposition.
(Sfakianos Exhibit 14, Bove 2014
study, was marked for identification,
as of this date.)
BY MR. CROMWELL:

Q. And. Doctor, this is an article
by Dr. Frank Bove et al. entitled
“Eval uation of mortality among Marines and
Navy personnel exposed to contami nated
drinking water at USMC Base Camp Lejeune:
a respective [sic] cohort.™"

s that correct?

A. Retrospective cohort.

O

Retrospective cohort?
A. Study.
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Cagi ano?

A. Yes.

Q. And |I'm just, for
"Il refer to it as
study, if that's all right.

Bove Marine study was a
cohort mortality study of
Cor ps personnel
during 1975 through 1985 and
stationed at Camp Lejeune or

Pendl eton, California during

s that correct?
A. That is correct.
Q. I f you would turn
| ook at table 4.
A. Page 7, table 4.

You understand t hat

Page 177

that's the

the articles

consi der ed

Q. Thank you.
Wth that correction
document we're | ooking at.
A. Yes.
Q. And this is one of
you listed in your materials
list for both Mr. Laramore and Mr.

time's sake,

the 2014 Bove Marine

the 2014

retrospective
Navy and Mari ne

who began military service

wer e
Camp
this period.

to page 7 and
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Q. Table 4 is entitled
“"Standardized Mortality Ratios" - or
SMRs - wunderlying cause of death."

A. Correct.

Q. And do you see the row for

bl adder cancer?

A. Yes.

Q. And it identifies for bladder
cancer the standardized mortality ratio at
Camp Lejeune was 0. 84.

s that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. You would agree that the 2014
Bove Marine study concluded that Camp
Lej eune cohort did not have an excessive
risk for bladder cancer mortality; is that
correct?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. | would have to take a mi nute to
really |l ook at this. Li ke, I'"m not -- |
can't use just one number. | would have

to refresh my memory.
Q. Okay.

As you sit here right now, you

Golkow Technologies,
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don't know what the conclusions were for

this particular cohort study?

A. No the -- not that detailed, no.
| would have to just review it. It's been
a while since |I've | ooked at this.

Q. Did you review this study in

form ng your reports related to bl adder

cancer?
A. | did.
Q. Okay.
Woul d you | ook at page 8,
Tabl e 5. It's entitled "Camp Lejeune

versus Camp Pendl eton Hazard Rati os and 95
percent confidence intervals adjusted by

sex, rank, and education 10 year | ag."

A. Yes.
Q. And can you identify the
bl adder -- the row for bladder cancer?
A. | have.
Q. There it has a hazard ratio of

0.76 and a p-value of 0.5.
You mentioned p-value before as
one of the items you were famliar with.

What does the -- what do those
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results mean to you?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
BY MR. CROMWELL:

Q. Rel ated to bl adder cancer?
A. Again, this is just one --
two -- two numbers in one table.

This specifically means that
the -- you know, the p-value is not
significant.
Q. Okay.
Do you know one way or the other
whet her this study showed an increase or

excess risk for bladder mortality?

A. Again, this is -- it's been a
while since |I've reviewed this specific
article. | can't recall off the top of my
head, but I'"'m-- 1| can -- if you want me
to ook at it, | can answer that question.

Q. Okay. Let me ask you this.

You reviewed Dr. Culp's report
in this case, did you not ?
A. Yes.
Q. Are you fam liar with Dr. Culp's

conclusions related to this study?
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A. Again, not specifics off the top

of my head.

Q. Did you rely upon his report in
formul ating your opinions in this case?

A, | did.

Q. Woul d you defer to Dr. Culp's
opi nions on this study --

A. I - -

Q. -- as -- as a basis for your own

general causation opinions?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. | defer to the whole entire
group of toxicology, general causation,
epidemi ol ogy, and so forth.

But |ike | said, when we

started, you know, my role is to | ook at

bl adder cancer. | just needed a
background to understand what -- what |
was doi ng. So that's -- that's why |
don't remember the specifics of all of

these off the top of my head.
Q. No, | wunderstand. |l just --
there's a difference, right, between

relying upon plaintiffs' experts and then

Golkow Technologies,
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com ng up with your own opinions with
regards to general causati on.

At the beginning of this
guestioning, you indicated that you formed
your own independent conclusions about
general causation related to TCE, PCE,
benzene, and vinyl chloride, correct?

A. Yes.

Q. So I'"'mtrying to, aside from
plaintiffs' experts, trying to understand,
kind of, the basis for you formulating
those opinions.

A. Wwell, | relied on --

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

s there a question?

MR. CROMWELL: Nope, not yet.

MR. WALLACE: Okay.

BY MR. CROMWELL

Q. But -- so what |I'm asking is
with regards to the Bove studies as
somet hing you've listed in your materials
considered list, what did you -- what did
you rely upon in those studies to

formulate, if anything, your gener al
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causation opinions?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
A. So, | think that there's more
t han one study, right.

Q. Sure.
A. And there's more than one dat a.
Like I mentioned a few seconds ago, it's

about the entire picture.

Q. Yep.
A. Not because of a specific study.
So within the Bove, | -- again,

| would have to read all the Boves and
make sure that | -- | don't remember
exactly specifically what this -- from --
fromthis, but before when |I | ooked at all
the experts' opinions, the -- the -- the
various papers that | | ooked at, it --
that's how | came up with my opinion. So

it's not from one specific piece of
informati on, but from the entire cohort
put together.
Q. Under st ood.
Wth regards to the Bove

studies, do you understand that those are
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some of the few that actually eval uate
exposures to the contami nants at Camp
Lej eune, correct?

A. Yes.

Q. Are you aware of other studies
t hat eval uated exposures to water at Camp
Lej eune outside of the Bove studies?

A. Again, |I'"m not an
epi demi ol ogi st . Il mean, | don't off the
top of my head remember every single paper
| | ooked at because it was, again, a more
superficial assessment on my part, the
general causation. | depended on the

ot her experts.

If | remember correctly, | think
t here was more than Bove. There was a
couple of others. Maybe they weren't

specific to Camp Lejeune, but were

specific to the actual compounds. So I --
again, off the top of my head, | would say
| don't think so. | think the others were

not Camp Lejeune, but they were actually
the specific compounds themsel ves.
Q. Okay.
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Did you place any weight on the
Bove studies in reaching your gener al
causation opinions given that they are
specific to exposures at Camp Lejeune?

A. | think that there's --
there's -- |like | said before, it's the
whol e picture and everything gets a
certain percentage of weight. You al so
want to | ook at the quality of the data
and you want to |l ook at the quality of the
outcomes, the study designs. You want to
| ook at everything put together before you
make your decision. That's what | did.

So, yes, there was some wei ght,
but when you | ook at the entirety put
together, there's -- | -- 1 think that,
you know, that there is a correlation
bet ween PCE, TCE, vinyl chloride, benzene,
and bl adder cancer.

Q. Do any of the Bove studies show
an increased risk of bladder cancer
mortality or increased cancer incidence of
bl adder cancer from exposures at Camp

Lej eune?
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aware one way or the other?

assessing the individual risk t

person may have from exposures

TCE, benzene, or vinyl chloride,
A. Correct.
Q. You are, in part, rel

Page 186

MR. WALLACE: Obj ecti on.

A. | -- 1 don't remember the
details -- every detail of the Bove
studies.

So, |I'm happy to |l ook at them
again, and | can answer that question, if
you |li ke, but I don't -- | don't remember
the details from all of them

Q. Okay.

As you sit here, you're not

revi ew

cal

A. Correct. | would need to
the -- the manuscripts.

Q. Okay.

Doct or, would you agree you're

not an expert in modeling chem
exposures to individuals?

A. Yes.

Q. And you are not

an expert in

hat a
to PCE,

correct?

ying upon
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plaintiffs' experts, Drs. Reynolds -- Drs.

Reynol ds, Bird, and Hatten, for that part

of your opinion; is that correct?
A. Yes.
Q. Okay.

And again, you did not review
any of the United States' expert reports
rel ated to exposures or increased risks
from exposures, correct?

A. Correct.

Q. You understand that Dr. Reynol ds
uses the ATSDR's water models to esti mate
daily exposure |levels for M. Laramore and
Mr. Cagi ano?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ecti on.

A. Yes.

Q. Okay.

Did you actually review the
ATSDR's water modeling reports yourself,
or are you relying upon Dr. Reynolds's
interpretation of those reports?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. Dr. Reynolds's interpretations.

Q. Okay.
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So you are not famliar with any
statements that may or may not be made in
ATSDR's water modeling reports?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. No.

Q. Okay.

Woul d you agree that to
determi ne whether M. Laramore or Mr.

Cagi ano was exposed to a toxic |evel of
TCE, PCE, benzene, or vinyl chloride, you
woul d need to know how |l ong they were
there, how much they were exposed to; is
t hat correct?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. |l -- I wouldn't -- again, |I'm
not a model epidemi ologist or any
toxicologist, so | wouldn't -- | don't
know if that's true or not.

Q. Okay.

Do you know when Mr. Laramore

was at Camp Lejeune?

A. | don't remember off the top of
my head.
Q. Okay.
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lt'"s in my report,
Under st ood.
I n your report,

there from December

| s that accurate?
A. Sounds right.
Q. Okay.

So he was there for

approximately 12 to 13 mont hs,

under st and.

Do you know where Mr.

Lejeune?

for

| ived and worked while stationed at

Page 189

sure.

you note he's
1983 to December

1984.

correct?

A. Correct.
If I remember correctly, he had
a second?
Q. Il think that's Mr. Cagiano.
A. Or is that Mr. Cagi ano. Sorry,
' m mi xing them up
Q. No, it's all right. [

Laramor e

Camp

A. | know it's in my report. I
think I remember, but | don't remember the
exact .

Q. You're right, it is in your
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report.
A. Yeah.
Q. If we can just agree he -- are

you familiar with Hadnot Point?

A. Yes.

Q. Are you familiar with Terror
Terrace?

A. Sounds familiar, yes.

Q. Okay.

Woul d you have any reason to

di sagree that Mr. Laramore |ived and
wor ked in the Hadnot Point area while he
was stationed at Camp Lejeune?

A. You | ook trustworthy, so no.

Q. Don't say that too | oud.

Are you familiar with the

pri mary contami nant of concern in the
drinking water at Hadnot Point between
1983 and 198472

A. Again, | know that it's in the
reports, but | don't know -- | don't know
how to interpret that or what that means.

Q. Okay.

If you don't mind, if you | ook
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at your Exhibit 14, and if you | ook at
page 2 there's the third paragraph that
says "The primary contam nant in the HP."
Do you see that paragraph?

A. Yes.

Q. And it reads: The primary
contam nant in the HP (Hadnot Point)
di stribution system was TCE with the
maxi mum detected | evel of 1400 micrograms
per liter. The maxi mum | evel of PCE was
100 micrograms per |liter, and benzene was

al so detected.

First of all, did | read that
correctly?
A. Yes, sSir.
Q. So, do you understand at | east

for the periods of time we're talking
about that the primary chemi cal of concern
in the drinking water at Hadnot Point was
TCE?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. This is '"75-'85, yes, that's
what this says, yes.

Q. Okay.

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division WWWw.veritext.com

Case 7:23-cv-00897-RJ  Document 507-6  Filed 08/26/25 Page 192 of 481




co N o o b~ W N B

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

the ATSDR 2017 did not
evidence of TCE
correct?
MR. WALLACE:
Yes.

Okay.

has,
PCE,

guot e,
benzene,

What does - -

"substantial exposure”

correct?

my experts who wrote t

And as you st ate

i n bl adder

You conclude that
substanti al

and vinyl

you would agree with me your

not define what "subst
is that correct?

A. Correct.

Q. And you do not

Page 192

I n your report,

find sufficient
t hat

cancer; 1is

Obj ection.

Mr. Laramor e

exposure to TCE,
chloride.

well, first of all,

report does

antial exposure" is;

guanti fy what

iIs;: 1Is that

A. Correct.

Q. What does "substantial exposure"
mean to you?

A. To me it means that it was above
a certain level that, again, | relied on

heir reports, and so
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they thought it was substantial, so |
relied on their reports to make that
concl usion.

Q. Okay. But you don't have a
i ndependent determi nation as to what
"substantial exposure" means?

A. No, sir.

Q. You're relying upon, | assume,
Drs. Bird and Hatten for their opinions on
what "substantial exposure" means?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. Correct.

Q. Okay.

You'd agree that you did not
identify a threshold amount of exposure
for any of the chemi cals at issue where an
i ndividual is at |least as |ikely as not to

devel op urothelial carcinoma, correct?

A. That -- that's not -- yeah
that's not why | was asked for this case.
That's -- so | do not have any opinion on
t hat .

Q. Okay.

| just want to make clear you're
Golkow Technologies,
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both Mr.

correct?

correct?

A.
Q.

Reynol ds'
chemi cal s
A.

means, SO

determi ne

Page 194

relying on Dr. Kelly Reynolds's

cal culations to quantify the exposure for

Laramore and Mr. Cagiano; is that

A. | think that was the only one,
yes.

Q. Yeah.

A. But |I relied on all the
information that | was given, yes.

Q. | just want to make sure you're

not relying on anybody else's cal cul ations

ot her than those of Dr. Reynolds; is that

Correct.

Okay.

Are you aware of whether Dr.
use of total mass of ingested
Is a standard exposure metric?
"' m not even sure what that

no.

Q. Fair enough.
But regardless, you relied upon
Dr. Reynolds' total ingestion metric to

that Mr. Laramore's and Mr.

877-370-3377
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Page 195

Cagi ano's exposures were significant and

substantial, correct?
A. | relied on her report and her
conclusions to, yes, to -- to come up with

t hat, yes.
Q. Okay.

In your clinical practice, have
you ever used this methodol ogy to
ascertain a patient's health outcomes or
their risk of developing a particular

health outcome?

A. Used what ?

Q. Exposure metrics |ike this.
A. No .

Q Okay.

You stated that as reported by
Dr. Hatten and plunge contempl ate,
epidemi ol ogic studies have identified
el evated bl adder cancer diagnoses
associated with benzene and vinyl
chloride.

s that right?

A. Yes.
Q. I n your opinion, how much did
Golkow Technologies,
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Mr. Laramore's exposure to water at Camp
Lejeune increase his risk for developing
bl adder cancer?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. | don't have an opinion on that.
Q. Okay.
A. | can't -- |'"mnot a -- anywhere

near knowl edgeabl e enough to make a
concl usi on.

Q. Okay.

I n your opinion, how much did

Mr. Cagiano's exposure to water at Camp
Lejeune increase his risk for developing
UTucC?

A. So, to -- to clarify, those --
they -- | think those are risk factors for

bl adder cancer.

Q. Under st ood.
A. For both patients.
| don't -- | can't qualify what
the risk, you know, is for those two,
but -- but their exposure was -- it played

a role in their bladder cancer, or

urothelial cancer devel opment.

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division WWWw.veritext.com

Case 7:23-cv-00897-RJ  Document 507-6  Filed 08/26/25 Page 197 of 481




co N o o b~ W N B

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Q. Okay.

exposure to water at Camp Lejeune

mar ked Exhi bit 15.

Page 197

So, as you sit here, you're not

able to identify how much Mr. Cagi ano's

increased his risk for devel oping UTUC?

A. Correct. No, | can't -- [|'m not
a statistician or an epidemi ol ogist to put
risk stratifications on these.
Q. So is the answer to that
guestion "no"?
A. Correct.
Q. Okay.
In your -- part of your
mat eri als considered list you list an
expert report of Dr. Benjam n Hatten; is
t hat correct?
A. Yes.
Q. And you've relied upon Dr.
Hatten's report in formulating your
general causation opinions; is that right?
A. Yes.
MR. CROMWELL: Okay.
" m going to hand you what we've
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( Sf aki anos Exhibit 15, Dr.

Hatten expert report February 7, 2025,

was mar ked for identification, as of

this date.)
BY MR. CROMWELL:

Q. And is this a copy of Dr.
Hatten's report on behalf of Ji mmy
Laramore?

A. Yes.

Q. And is this the report that you
revi ewed and relied upon?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay.

I f you would turn to page - -
it's page 2.

A. Two?

Q. The category entitled
"Exposures"” and then "Time on Base."

Do you see that?

A. Yes.
Q. And in the mi ddle of that
paragraph it states: Mr. Laramore spent

4. 33 quarters on base between December of

1983 and December of 1984 corresponding to
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an elevated measure of association with
devel opment of bl adder cancer.
First of all, did I read that

correctly?

A. Yes.

Q. So, according to Dr. Hatten and
his conclusions, he concluded that Mr.
Laramore spent 4.33 quarters on base; 1is

that correct?

A. That's what this says, yes.
Q. Okay.
He goes on to write that: The
population is Iimted to civilian

personnel who may have |l ess intense
exposures than mlitary personnel. I n
contrast, mlitary personnel have al ways
demonstrated el evated measures of
association with bl adder cancer diagnosis
when stationed for at | east seven quarters
at Camp Lejeune from 1975 to 1985.
Exposures of one to six quarters did not
reveal an elevated measure of association
with bl adder cancer diagnosis.

First of all, did | read that
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correctly?

A. Yes.

Q. So, is it fair to say you would
agree that at l|least with regards to Dr.
Hatten and the studies he's relying upon,
someone |ike Mr. Laramore with one to --
with exposures of one to six quarters did
not reveal an elevated measure of
association with bladder cancer diagnosis?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
A. That's what these words say.
Q. Okay.
Do you have any reason to
di sagree with that?

A. No.

Q. Woul d you agree, Doctor, that
you're exposed to some carcinogens daily
as part of everyday life?

A. | mean, we could | ook at
doomsday and say yes.

Q. Fair to say it's impossible to
live life completely free of carcinogenic
exposures?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ecti on.

Golkow Technologies,
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A. | mean, again |I'm not an

epidemi ol ogi st or toxicologist or

carcinogen expert by any means. So
generally speaking, | -- | guess you're
correct.

Q. Okay.

A. But I don't -- | mean, |

woul dn't know the answer to that.

Q. Well, for instance, do you know
one way or the other whether people are
exposed to background | evels of TCE and

PCE in everyday life?

A. No.
Q. Okay.
So, is it fair to say you would

not have considered any kind of background

| evel s of exposure in your report; is that
right?

A. Again, that's not what | was
asked to do here. So | did not look into

any of that.
Q. Okay.
Are you aware of TCE being in

ambi ent air at any measurable | evel s?
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A. " m not .
Q. Okay.

Do you consider -- are you aware
of TCE being in any kind of foods, |ike
potato chips or anything |like that?

A. Not that |I'm aware of.
Q. Okay.

Woul d you agree, |like, benzene

is -- do you know one way or the other

whet her benzene is ubiquitously found in
the environment ?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
A. | would not, no. | don't know.
Q. Okay.
So any of these background
| evel s of benzene, PCE, TCE, or vinyl
chloride would not have factored into your
opinions in this case; is that correct?
A. Correct. I don't know about
them, so.
Q. Okay.
You are aware that cigarette
smoking results in exposure, in part, to

benzene, correct?
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A. Correct.

Q. Have you ever cal cul ated

someone's exposure to benzene from

cigarette smoking?

A. No.
Q. Okay.

You are aware that, for

i nstance, Mr. Laramore had a significant

smoking history; is that correct?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. Il am awar e.
Q. Okay.
First of all, Doctor, do you

know how much benzene a typical smoker

i nhal es - -

MR. WALLACE: Obj ect .
Q. -- on a daily basis?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
A. No i dea.
MR. CROMWELL: | *'m going to hand

you what we've marked Exhibit 16.
(Sfakianos Exhibit 16, Wall ace
study, was marked for identification,

as of this date.)
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BY MR. CROMWELL

Q. Doctor, |I'm handing you Exhibit
16. This is a article authored by Lance
Wal | ace of the USEPA, entitled "Exposures
to Benzene and Ot her Volatile Compounds

From Active and Passive Smoking."

First of all, did I read that
correctly?
A. Yes.
Q. Are you familiar with this

article? Have you ever reviewed it?
A. Not that |I'm aware of, no.
Q. Okay.
If you | ook at the abstract in
the m ddle it says: Based on direct

measurements of benzene in mainstream

cigarette smoke, it is calculated that a
typical smoker inhales 2 milligrams of
benzene daily compared to 0.2 milligrams

per day for the nonsmoker.
First of all, did I read that
correctly?

A. Yes, sSir.
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Q. Any reason to disagree with
t hat ?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. Those are the words on this
paper, so, | mean, that's what you read.
Can't disagree with it.

Q. Sure, but do you have any
i ndependent basis to agree or disagree
with those numbers?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. | can't tell you if that's
accur at e. | don't -- | don't have any
opinion on this. lt's just the words that
are here. | would have to really | ook
into this topic, and |I'm not an expert, so
| wouldn't -- you know, those are the

words you read, so.

Q. Okay.
Have you ever -- [|I'"ll cut to the
chase. Have you ever evaluated the amount

of benzene that Mr. Laramore would have
been exposed to based off his smoking
hi story compared to the benzene that Dr.

Reynol ds concluded he was exposed to at
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Camp Lejeune?
A. No.
Q. Okay.

MR. WALLACE: Mi chael .

MR. CROMWELL: Yeah.

MR. WALLACE: | don't want to
i nterrupt your flow, but if we could
have a break.

THE W TNESS: | was just going
to ask for a pee break. " m sorry.

MR. CROMWELL: No, no, no,
you' ve got a huge bottle water.
That's fine.

THE W TNESS: Yeah, that's --
and |'ve been telling him 1l should
stop drinking it.

MR. CROMWELL: That's -- yeah,
we can go off the record.

You said lunch you wanted to do
at 12: 30.

MR. WALLACE: Yeah, it's kind of
around lunchti me.

MR. CROMWELL: Yeah, that's
fine.

Golkow Technologies,
A Veritext Division
Document 507-6

877-370-3377
Case 7:23-cv-00897-RJ

Filed 08/26/25

WWWw.veritext.com
Page 207 of 481



co N o o b~ W N B

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Page 207

Yeah, that's fine. We can break

now. That's not a big deal.

THE W TNESS: | mean, |'m
willing to go for five more m nutes if
you -- | mean, it's up to you guys if

you want to.

MR. CROMWELL: Well, how about
t his. I f you don't -- well, | want
you to use the restroom. | don't you
sitting here I|ike.

We're off the record, right?

THE STENOGRAPHER: No.

MR. CROMWELL: Go off the
record.

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: The ti me
right now is 12:11 p.m

We are off the record.

(Luncheon recess taken.)
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opi nions?

A. Yes.
Q. Woul d you agree that
i ndependently verify those experts
you're relying upon's reports
your opinions?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ect

Page 208

A FTERNOON SESSI ON
THE VI DEOGRAPHER: The ti me
right now is 1:23 p.m
We're back on the record.
BY MR. CROMWELL
Q. Good afternoon, Doctor.
When we | ast broke, we were
tal king about your general causation
opinions in the case, and | kind of want

to see if | can short-circuit a little bit

of this to see if we're on the same page.
Woul d you agree for your gener al

causation opinions that are in your report

t hat you are relying on plaintiffs'

general causation experts for your

you did not
t hat

in preparing

ion.
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A. | would say | independently
val -- verified certain data and citations
and, you know, certain things fromtheir
reports, but not exactly everything in
their reports.
Q. Okay.
Do you know what data and

citations you did independently verify?

A. Il mean, | don't remember off the
top of my head. | did read both the Bove
papers, | remember that. The -- there

were one or two other manuscripts that |

think I had mentioned that were discussing
the -- the -- the TCE, PCE, benzene, and
VC in non-Camp Lejeune, but | just don't

remember the exact details of those or who
wrote them off the top of my head.
Q. Okay.

Woul d you -- independent of the
experts that you're relying upon, would
you consider yourself an expert on whet her
TCE, PCE, benzene, or vinyl chloride
generally are capable of causing

urot helial carcinoma, or U -- and UTUC?
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A. I am not an expert.
Q. Okay.
s there any portion of your
general causation opinions that is
i ndependent of your reliance upon
plaintiffs' general causations experts’
reports?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
BY MR. CROMWELL
Q. | ndependent and or in addition
to.
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
BY MR. CROMWELL

Q. Does that question make sense?
A. No.
Q. s there anything in your

general causation opinions that you plan
on offering that is independent of any
opinions that plaintiffs' gener al
causation experts are already offering?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
A. For this specific case, my
opinion is regarding bladder cancer in

these two patients.
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Ri ght .

guite understand your

is separate and apart
that come from pl ainti
causation experts?

MR. WALLACE:

So that's what
Aside from that, |

Page 211

| ' m offering.
still don't

guesti on.

Q. Okay.

So, if -- you'd agree with me
t hat based off your review of plaintiffs'
general causation expert's reports that
they -- many of them offer opinions and to
TCE, PCE, benzene, or vinyl chloride
can -- are capable of causing bl adder
cancer, correct?

A. Correct.

Q. And you are relying upon those
opinions to form your own opinions on
general causation in these cases, Mr.
Laramore and Mr. Cagiano, correct?

A. Correct.

Q. s there anything in your
general causation sections, though, that

from those opinions

ffs' gener al

Obj ecti on.
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A. So you're saying did | do more
research outside of what they --

Q. More specifically, are you
offering any opinions that are in addition
or outside the opinions that you're
relying upon?

A. Il -- | am not offering any
opi nions on general causation, you know,
ot her than what's inside my report.

Q. Okay. Al'l right.

You -- when evaluating UTUC, you
in your reports for M. Cagiano were
evaluating and relying upon bl adder cancer

epidemi ol ogi cal studies to support your

opinions; is that correct?

A. No.

Q. Okay.

A. It was Mr. Cagiano was upper
tract. So it was relying on upper tract
studi es.

Q. What upper tract epidemi ol ogi cal

studies are you referring to?
A. l -- I"m-- what I'"mr referring

to, you said bladder cancer. | just
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wanted to

has upper

your opini
A.
urotheli al

| can't di

Q.

about Mr.

Page 213

clarify that Mr. Cagiano is an

upper tract. So | was just relying on
upper tract information to -- to make
my -- my opinion.

Q. | understand. Let me try to

break this apart.

Understanding that M. Cagiano

tract urothelial carcinoma, did

you evaluate -- you eval uated

epi demi ol ogi cal studies in formulating

ons; is that correct?
So, | -- 1| reviewed upper tract
carcinoma studies. Again, | --

fferentiate, necessarily,

bet ween what's epidemi ol ogical or not.

Q. Okay.

A. Again, |'m not an
epidemi ol ogi st. So from upper tract
urothelial carcinoma, | relied on my

medi cal expertise and review of the

literature to make my -- my opinion.

Okay.
In formulating your opinions

Cagi ano's UTUC, are you relying
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on any bl adder cancer epidemi ol ogi cal
studi es?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. He has upper tract, so no.
Q. Okay. Al'l right.

Woul d the same also be true that
you are not relying upon any Kkidney cancer
epi demi ol ogi cal studies to support your
opi nions regarding M. Cagiano's UTUC?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. So, you mean |ike kidney
adenocarcinoma, |ike renal cell cancers?

Q. Yes.

A. No. Meaning that | did not rely

on any renal cell.
Q. Okay. Al'l right.
| think you said this at the
very beginning of the deposition, but you
woul d agree that UTUC is neither Kkidney
cancer or bl adder cancer?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
A. |l -- 1 didn't necessarily -- |
didn't say that. | said urothelial cancer

encompasses both of them.
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| do think that upper tract
urothelial carcinoma should be treated
different than bl adder cancer. You can't

say bl adder cancer and refer to upper

tract.
Q. Okay.
A. But | do think that there's some

simlarities between the two because
they're both urothelial cancers.
Q. Okay.
Is the same -- would you agree
t hat UTUC is not a form of kidney cancer?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ecti on.
A. Meani ng again |ike a renal cel

adenocarci noma?

Q. Yes.

A. Yes, that is completely
different. Upper tract is different from
renal cell or kidney cancer, if you want
to call it that.

Q. Okay.

And is it fair to say you would,
as you've done here, you would not rely

upon renal cell/kidney cancer
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i ndependent
cases, did you
epi demi ol ogi cal
your
UuTucC?
A. My
upper tract
that's what |
Q.

I s

what

regards

| iterature

opinions with

job here was

ur ot hel i al

the -- |

you focused on,

Page 216

studies to formulate your

to Mr. Cagiano's

UTUC; is that correct?
A. Again, that's a very gener al
guestion.
| mean, | think it's important
to understand, you're saying
epidemi ol ogi cal as a big picture. "' m an
epi demi ol ogi st, so |I don't answer that --
| can't answer that question, and it all
depends in the context of studies you're
referring to.
Q. Okay.
Well, to the extent you do an

review in these

rely upon any kidney cancer
studies in formulating
regard to Mr. Cagi ano's

to | ook at his

carcinoma, SO

focused on.

understand that's

but just to get back
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to my question.

In formulating your opinions
with regard -- in --

MR. CROMWELL: Strike that.

Q. In the literature review that
you've indicated you performed in these
cases, did you evaluate any kidney cancer
epi demi ol ogi cal studies in form ng your

opi nions regarding M. Cagiano's UTUC?

A. My focus was only upper tract,
SO no.
Q. Okay.

Do you know whet her the gener al
causation experts you're relying upon,
whet her they relied on kidney cancer or
bl adder cancer epidemi ol ogical studies
when evaluating UTUC?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. | -- 1 don't recall. Il can't --
| don't know how to answer that.
Q. Okay. Al'l right.

Doctor, we had briefly touched

base with regards to what is Exhibit 16 to

your deposition, which is an EPA article
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entitled "Exposures to Benzene and Ot her

Vol atile Compounds From Active and Passive

Smoki ng. "
Do you recall that?
A. Yes.
Q. I f you would, would you | ook at
page 278 of Exhibit 167
A. Yes.
Q. And if you ook on the left side

of the page at the bottom there is a
paragraph at the very bottom entitled

“"Smokers may. "

Do you see where |I'"m | ooking at?
A. Yes.
Q. It says: Smokers may be at

increased risk from dying from |l eukem a
since they inhale approxi mately 2
mlligrams a day of benzene (33 cigarettes
per day times 57 micrograms of benzene per
cigarette) compared to a nonsmoker's
average exposure of less than 0.2
mlligrams per day.

First of all, did | read that

correctly?
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A. Yes.

Q. Okay.
I n your opinion, you state in
your report for M. Laramore that he had
at |l east a 30 pack year smoking history,;

is that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. And is that based off -- well,
how many packs a day, in your opinion,
did -- was Mr. Laramore smoking?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. | can't calculate that.
Q. Okay.
A. He's not my patient, and |'ve

never asked him that question.
Q. Okay.

Where did you -- or how did you
arrive at the opinion that M. Laramore
had at | east a 30 pack year history of
smoki ng?

A. That was in his medical records.
Q. Okay.
Do you know how | ong Mr.

Laramore was smoking?
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A. | do not recall off the top of
my head.
Q. Okay.

For purposes of these next two
guestions -- or next few questions, | want
you to assume that M. Laramore was
smoki ng a pack a day and that the exposure
to each cigarette is 57 m crograms of
benzene per cigarette, okay? Can you do
t hat ?

A. Yes.
Q. Okay.

In your report for M. Laramore,
you have restated Dr. Reynol ds'
conclusions that M. Laramore was exposed

to, over his time at Camp Lejeune, 20,507

mi crograms of benzene; is that correct?
A. Sounds correct.
Q. Okay.
So, if M. Laramore was smoking

a pack a day, you'd agree that a typica
pack includes about 20 cigarettes; is that
correct?

A. | would have to take your word
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for it.
Q. Okay. Fair enough.
A. Never smoked in my l|life, so.
Q. Al'l right.
Assumi ng a pack a day -- a pack
includes 20 cigarettes, if you were to

smoke a pack a day, you can agree that 20
cigarettes times 57 m crograms of benzene
per cigarette would be 1,140 microgram of
benzene per day?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
A. Again |I'Ill take your word for
t hat .
Q. Okay.
Do you have any reason to
di sagree with that math?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
A. Ot her than | haven't done it
myself, no.
Q. Okay.
If Mr. Laramore was exposed to
1,140 mi crograms of benzene per day, would
you agree that in roughly 18 days of

smoki ng he would have exceeded the amount

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division www.veritext.com
Case 7:23-cv-00897-RJ  Document 507-6  Filed 08/26/25 Page 222 of 481




co N o o b~ W N B

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Page 222

of benzene he was exposed to at Camp
Lejeune in total?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. Again, not -- | mean, if you
want to talk just purely numbers, | think
that's accur ate. But |I'm not an
epidemi ol ogi st and I am not, you know,
here to do math and -- and opine about
t hat .

So pure numbers, yes.

Q. Well, | -- 1 get that, but if
we're tal king about someone's exposure to
carcinogens, would you agree that the
amount of carcinogens someone isS exposed
to is important in determ ning what
actually causes someone's di sease?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

Sorry, is there a question? |Is
that a question.

MR. CROMWELL: Mm- hm,

MR. WALLACE: Coul d you read the
question?

MR. CROMWELL: Woul d you read

the question al oud, please?
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(The requested portion of the
record was read back by the court

reporter.)

A. |l -- 1 -- 1 would, again, say
that | don't have an answer for that
because |I'm not an epidemi ol ogi st. I
don't study exposure. | don't study, you

know, how much of something can cause

somet hing el se.

Q. Okay.

A. So I -- 1 don't know the answer
to that.

Q. | guess to put it in a different
way, in your -- as a practicing urological

oncol ogi st, does the dose or exposure to a
carcinogen play any role in determ ning
what risk factors would have contri buted
or caused someone's urothelial carcinoma?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
A. No.
Q. Okay.
Doct or, would you agree you did
not independently verify the dates that

Dr. Reynol ds used for showing M. Cagiano
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was on -- or was at Camp Lejeune?

A. What do you mean by
"independently verify"?

Q. Did you | ook at Mr. Cagi ano's
mlitary records and deposition testimony
to show when he was or was not |iving at
Camp Lejeune?

A. No, | did not | ook at his
mlitary records.

Q. Okay.

Do you have -- did you do
anyt hing when evaluating Dr. Reynol ds’
dates of exposure for M. Cagiano to
determ ne whether they were accurate or
not ?

A. No.

Q. Okay.

Woul d you agree that Mr.

Cagi ano, while he did confirm he drank

wat er at Camp Lejeune throughout his ti me
there, he could not quantify the amount of
wat er he was exposed to daily?

A. Again, that's not something that

| focused on. So I -- | can't answer that
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guestion. |l -- i1t's not somet hing
| -- | mean, |'m happy to go back t
records, if you |ike, but it's not
somet hing that | paid attention to.
MR. CROMWELL: Okay.
Just so we're clear, is t

version?

BY MR. CROMWELL

there, but could not quantify a dai
amount .
First of all, did | read
correctly?
A. You di d.
Q. Woul d you agree that WMr.

Page 225

t hat
hrough

hat my

MS. KONSTANTOPOUL OS: Yes.

Q. If you would | ook at your
Exhi bit 5, which is your report for Mr.
Cagi ano.

A. Okay.

Q. I f you would go to page 6, in
that | ast paragraph there, the very first
sentence you write: Mr. Cagiano did
confirm that he drank the water at Camp

Lejeune throughout his time stationed

Iy

t hat

Cagi ano
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could not quantify the daily amount of
wat er he assumed at Camp Lejeune?

A. That's what that says, and |
have to believe it, yes.

Q. And you made no attempt to
determi ne the total amount of water that
Mr. Cagiano consumed while at Camp

Lej eune, correct?

A. No. No, correct.
Q. Al'l right.
Okay. Doctor, would you agree

that every patient is different with
regards to -- has their own idiosyncratic
risk factors for devel oping cancer?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ecti on.

A. Can you define "idiosyncratic"
for me?
Q. Uni que. Do they have their own

unique risk factors depending on the
patient?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
A. | mean, every patient is
different. Every patient comes with

different exposures, different risks, yes.
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Q. Okay.
A. So if that's what you're asking.
Q. Okay.

Woul d you agree that the cause
of urothelial carcinoma is or can be
mul tifactorial?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
A. Yes.
Q. And you'd agree that it's not
uncommon for urothelial carcinoma to
develop in a patient with more than one

risk factor for the devel opment of that

cancer; is that correct?
A. Yes.
Q. Woul d you agree that cancer is

caused by genetic mutations?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
BY MR. CROMWELL
Q. At a fundamental |evel?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
A. Again this is just -- 1 -- |
mean, |'m not a cellular mol ecul ar
bi ol ogi st, but you do need mutations for

the cells to grow out of control, yes.
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mut ati ons

A.
to that st

guestion.

but mut at i
Q.
A,
Q.
frequently

prevent th

A.
bi ol ogi st .
from medic
what we we
that's - -

expertise.

Q.

Page 228

Okay.

And you understand that those
can occur randoml y?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

Again there's a | ot more biology

atement . That's a very | oaded

| don't necessarily agree with

"random' as the word that you're using,

ons can occur .
Okay.
Yes.
Woul d you agree that our bodies
repair genetic mutations that
em from | eading to cancer?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
Again |'m not a cancer
Goi ng back to many years ago
al school and before, that's
re taught, yes, but again,

that's way outside of my

Okay.
Woul d you agree that the precise
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cause of urothelial carcinoma is generally
unknown?

A. What -- what do you mean by
“precise"?

Q. How t he body's -- how genes are
mut at ed by certain exposures to cause the
devel opment of urothelial carcinoma, the
mechani stic - -

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. I mean, | think | would disagree
with that statement because we do know it
is carcinogens that are in the urine that
stay inside the bladder and touch the
lining of the bl adder | eading to
mut ati ons. So | do think that that is a
pl ausi bl e cause for how bl adder cancer or
urot helial cancer forms. It's also the
same with the upper tract.

Maybe if you're talking about,
you know, other carcinogens or specifics
with others, we still have a | ot of
research to do and understand, but it's
pretty certain that there is a exposure,

damage to the cancer -- to the cell, | eads
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to that cell to grow out of contro
| eading to cancer.

Q. Okay.

Woul d you agree that urothelial
carcinoma is one of the more common
cancers in the United States?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. Depending if you're | ooking at
mal es or femal es. In males it is; in
females it's not.

Q. Okay.

You agree, Doctor, that smoking
is the most promi nent risk factor for
urothelial carcinoma?

A. Il would --

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

Sorry.
THE W TNESS: " m sorry.
A. | would say that it is the one
that's most studied, but I -- 1 don't

necessarily agree with "prom nent." I
mean, | think it's the one that we
understand the most.

Q. Okay.
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I f you would take a | ook at your
Exhibit 4, which is your report for Mr.
Laramore, and just | ook at page 11,
pl ease. At the bottom there's a paragraph
starting with "Bladder cancer can arise."
A. Yes.
Q. And a few |lines down there's
sentence that starts with "For instance."
You write: For instance,
smoking is the most prominent risk factor
for bl adder cancer.
First of all, did I read that

correctly?

A. Yes.

Q. And do you stand by that
statement ?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay.

Woul d you agree that based on

peer-reviewed literature, smokers are
three to four times more |ikely to devel op

bl adder cancer compared to nonsmokers?

A. Yes.
Q. And would you agree that
Golkow Technologies,
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approxi mately 50 per -- well, 50 to 60
percent of the patients who devel op
bl adder - -

MR. CROMWELL: Well, strike

t hat.

Q. Woul d you agree that
approxi mately 50 to 60 percent of the
patients who devel op urothelial carcinoma
is due to their exposure to cigarettes?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. Yes.

Q. Woul d you agree that smoking
contri butes to --

MR. CROMWELL: Strike that.

Q. | guess to put this a different
way, of the people who are diagnosed with
urothelial carcinoma, approximately 50 to
60 percent are current or prior
| ong-time -- long-term smokers, correct?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. " m sorry, say that again.

Q. Sur e.

Of the people that are diagnosed

with urothelial carcinoma, approxi mately
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50 to 60 percent are current or prior
| ong-term smokers?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. Define "long-term "

Q. l*m going to have to ask you how
you used it in your report.

A. So, | think that there are -- |
guess the -- the word -- for me 50 to 60
percent have had smoking exposure or

smoki ng history.

Q. Okay.
A. So whether it's long-term, |
guess, is whether they had it a while ago

and they stopped or they've been smoking

for a long period of time.

Q. How do you use that termin your
report?
A. | just -- | -- the way | just

descri bed it.

Q. Okay.
A. So either have had an exposure
| ong-term a long time ago, or -- and then

stopped or had been smoking for a | ong

period of time.
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Q. Okay.

So, based off the definition you
just gave me, would you agree that of the
people that are diagnosed with urotheli al
carcinoma, approximately 50 to 60 percent
are current or prior long-term smokers?

A. Yes.
Q. Okay.

Woul d you agree that |ong-term
exposure to carcinogens through smoking
significantly increases the risk of
urothelial carcinoma and the more a person
smokes, the higher their risk becomes?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. So again, that's nowhere near my
expertise of answering that question.

For me | think exposure to
tobacco use and the way you use it in my
clinical practice is really as former,

current, or never.

Q. Okay.
A. So.
Q. | want to ask, because this kind

of gets into what we were talking about
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before, would you | ook at your Cagi ano

report which is Exhibit 5, please?

A. Yes.
Q. And go to -- and then at page
15. And there's section entitled

"Potential Relevant Risk Factors Smoking."
Correct?

A. Yes.

Q. And then I'Ill say three-quarters
of the way down that first paragraph
there's a sentence that starts "The risk
of UTUC" -- sorry, no. There's sentence

t hat says "Long-term.

A. Yes.
Q. There's a sentence that you
write it says: Long-term exposure to

these carcinogens through smoking
significantly increases the risk of UTUC
and the more a person smokes, the higher

their risk becomes.

First of all, did | read that
correctly?
A. Yes.
Q. Here you seem to indicate that
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the dose -- or, the amount a person smokes
affects the |l evel of risk a person has in
devel oping urothelial cancer; is that
correct?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. So, like |I explained to the
previous question, | use it in terms of
current, so no absolute numbers, but
current smoker versus previous smoker
versus never smoker. So that's the
general idea that goes with that sentence.
If you're a current smoker, you've been
smoking | onger than a never smoker that
you've been smoking |longer than a former
smoker.

So yes.

Q. So, when you say the more a
person smokes, you're referring to when
they smoked rather than the amount they
smoked?

A. I f you're still smoking, if you
quit, or if you've never smoked.

Q. Okay.

| dentifying that as kind of when
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someone smokes, if ever, when you write
the more a person smokes, you're referring
to when they were actually smoking versus
never versus former versus current. IS

t hat what you mean?

A. So, clinically the way | | ook at
smoki ng for patients is if you're
currently still smoking, if you're a
former smoker, or if you've never smoked.

Q. Okay.

A. So if you're currently smoking,
then you smoke more than somebody who
stopped smoking who is more than somebody
who has never smoked. So that's
clinically -- yes, | agree that current
smokers have higher risk than former

smokers at the time of diagnosis.

Q. Okay.
A. So.
Q. Just to, kind of, understand

that a little bit.
Hypot hetically speaking, if a
person wal ked in and was a current smoker

but had only been smoking for two months,
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are you saying that that person was at a
hi gher risk of devel oping urothelial
carcinoma than a former smoker that quit
six months ago but smoked a pack a day for

30 years?

A. I mean, | think that's a rare
i nstance. So, I mean, |I'm -- again, |I'm
speaking generally of the way | | ook at
it. | don't | ook at it in absolute
numbers.

Q. Yeah.

A. But, yes, in that case, | would

agree, but that rarely ever happens, so.

Q. | just want to make sure --
A. Yeah.
Q. Because | just want to make sure

| understand because you -- | --
MR. CROMWELL: Strike that.
Q. When you refer to any time in
your report you're referring to the more a
person smokes, you're referring to their

status as a never, former, or current

smoker ?
A. Generally speaking, that's the
Golkow Technologies,
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way | |l ook at it in my practice, correct.
Q. Okay.
A. | don't look at it in terms of

X-pack year history or whatever it may be.
Q. Okay.

Woul d you agree, Doctor, that
smoking remains the most significant
preventable cause of urothelial carcinoma
and cessation is critical to reducing
risk?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. | mean, again, | -- 1| think

that's patient specific, right.

Modi fi able factors exposures, if
they're working in -- if they're not
smoki ng, but they're working in -- in an

i ndustry that has exposure, they should
stop the industry exposure. But, yes, if
you | ook at the numbers, 50 percent are
tobacco exposed.
Q. Okay. You've got your Cagi ano
report there, Exhibit 5.
If you would |l ook -- it's also

on page 15, and just the very | ast
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sentence of that first full paragraph you
write: Smoke remains the most significant
preventable cause of UTUC and cessation is
critical to reducing risk.

First, did | read that
correctly?

A. Yes.

Q. Woul d you agree that smoking
remains the most significant preventabl e
cause of wurothelial carcinoma and
cessation is critical to reducing risk?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
A. | think I just answered that

guestion for you.

Yes, if you |ook by the numbers,
50 percent are smoking, so yes. But
again, if it's -- it's very patient
dependent .
Q. | understand.
A. But by the numbers, yes, but

it's also patient specific.
Q. Okay. | want to talk about Mr.
Laramore's smoking history.

You agree there are a number of
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hi story
A.

Q.

concl ude

case; Is that correct?
A. Yes.
Q. And you would agree that there

are a number of medical records

referencing Mr. Laramore's smoking

Yes.
-- 1Is that correct?

And just make sure we're clear,

you are of the opinion that Mr. Laramore

had a 30 pack year history prior to his

di agnosis; is that right?
A. As far as | can recall, yes.
Q. Okay.

And pack years is determi ned

based on the amount someone smokes and the
duration of them smoking; is that correct?
A. Yes.
Q. Okay.
When you read that Mr. Laramore
had a 30 pack year history in his medica
records, what amount, if any, did you

he was smoking on a daily basis?
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A. | can't come to a -- an opinion
on that. |l just -- 1 -- 1l'"ve never seen
or exami ned or asked that questi on. So,
and | don't remember any specifics when

they broke it down to how much for how
|l ong.

Q. Okay.

What is your opinion regarding
when Mr. Laramore smoked?

A. | don't think |I can come to an
opi nion on that. Again, |'ve never
actually spoke with him or met him or
asked him gquestions, so.

Q. Well, did you -- sorry, | didn't
mean to interrupt.

A. No. So, | mean, if you're
maki ng the assumption one pack a year for
30 years, then 30 years before that you
can make the assumption, | mean, | guess
you can't say half a pack year for 60

years because you would have --

Q. | understand.
A. So it's all a guessing game.
Q. Okay.
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Woul d you rely on his medical
records to the extent they stated the
amount and how | ong he had been smoking to

provide that information?

A. Yes.
Q. Okay.
Do you have any idea -- well,
first of all, you -- did you review Mr.

Laramore's deposition testimony in this
case?

A. | actually don't remember. I
don't think so, no.

Q. Did you review - -

A. Actually, I'"m sorry, | -- |
really don't remember.

Q. Okay.

Did you review M. Cagiano, Mark

Cagi ano's deposition testimony in this

case?
A. | really don't remember that
either, |I'm sorry.
Q. Okay.
I f your report indicates that
you did, would -- do you have any reason
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testified he began or

ol d,
with that?
A.

Q.

No.
Okay.

years
A.

Q.

to cause urotheli al
MR.

is a significant
Significant

In terms of

WAL LACE:

woul d you have any

Woul d you agree that

Page 244

to di sagree that you did?

A. |l -- 1 don't have any -- if my
report said | did, then | did. I just
don't remember.

Q. Fair enough.

A. It's been a while since |'ve
| ooked through everything, so.

Q. | think I know the answer, but
do you recall when -- when M. Laramore

started smoking?

A. | don't remember that.
Q. Okay.
If Mr. Laramore testified that
he started smoking when he was 16 years

reason to disagree

30 pack

smoking history?

in terms of what?

It being sufficient

carci noma.

Obj ecti on.
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A. |l -- | mean, again, in my

opinion, | am not an epidemi ol ogi st,

toxi cologist to know the specifics of how

much or how little, but | just think
smoki ng versus nonsmoking versus current
smoking is important. So any smoki ng
exposure | think is significant.

Again, the majority of smokers

don't develop bl adder cancer. So | think,
you know, that's why | think smoking is

i mportant, not necessarily the -- and
again, |I'm not an expert in this. So |

don't know the quantifiable amount that

woul d |l ead to smoking 'cause we see five

packs -- pack a day smokers and we see 150

pack a day smokers and | see 150 pack a

day smokers who don't develop bl adder

cancer.
Q. Ri ght .
A. So it's --
Q. Okay.

Did you see anywhere in Mr.
Laramore's medical records that he was

referred to as a chronic smoker ?
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A. | can't recall that.

Q. Do you agree that based on his
smoking history, M. Laramore was a
chronic smoker?

A. Again, chronic would need a
definition.

I mean, | think he's -- he was a
smoker and he smoked for 30 pack years.
So I don't know what the definition of

"chronic" would be.

Q. Okay.
A. But he's a smoker.
Q. Are you aware of any of his

medi cal records, contemporaneous medi cal
records, that show he smoked more than a
pack a day?
A. | can't recall. Not somet hing |
was paying attention to.
MR. CROMWELL: Okay.
Al'l right. Woul d you hand me
287
Doctor, |I'm going to hand you
what we're marking as Exhibit 17.

( Sfaki anos Exhibit 17, M chelle
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Moody medi cal

mar ked for

been one of

out pati ent

page ending

a section call ed

down?
A. Yes.
Q. It says:

repor-t

date.)
BY MR. CROMWELL:
Q. And, Doctor,

the medi cal

is that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. And the author
Moody; is that right?

A. Correct.

Q. And i f you

| ook at
in Bates number
"Habits."

Do you see that

identification,

woul d

02/ 26/ 2010,
00594 _LARAMORE_0000002007-010,

as of

Page 247

Bat es
was

this

this have

records you had

record dated February 26,

about

preparation

access to and reviewed in your
for your report with Mr. Laramore?
A. Yes.
Q. And Exhibit 17 is a H and P

2010;

is a M chelle

the second

2008,

there's

hal f way

Tobacco smokes about
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two packs per day since teenage years.
Quit for about ten years, but started back
in 2000.

First of all, did I read that
correctly?
A. Yes.
Q. Do you have any reason to

di sagree with that being the amount he was
smoking at that time?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. Again, this is what this says,
but 1I've never verified it or met the
patient. So | would have to believe a

medi cal record.
Q. Okay.

So without independently
verifying or interviewing M. Laramore
hi mself, you would rely upon his medical
records, what they say?

A. Correct.

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

BY MR. CROMWELL:
Q. Okay.

Did you ever -- do you have an
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opi nion one way or the other as to when
Mr. Laramore stopped smoking?

A. | do not.

Q. Okay.

s it fair to say it's not
relevant for the opinions you're offering
in this case?

A. Correct.

Q. And the amount he smoked is not
relevant for the opinions you are offering
in this case?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. Correct.

Q. Woul d you agree that if he
smoked two packs a day for 35 years, you
woul d agree that gives hima 70 pack year
hi story?

A. Yes.

Q. If he were smoking, for
instance, a pack and a half a day for 35
years, that would give him 52 and a half
pack year history?

A. Correct.

Q. Al'l right.
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You would agree that you've
treated patients who have Il ess than a 30
pack year history of smoking that you've
determi ned their smoking was the cause of
their urothelial carcinoma; is that
correct?

A. So, | have patients who have
urothelial carcinoma who were |l ess than 30
pack smoking history. That is one of
their -- that is part of their history,
making it, yes, a risk factor etiology of
possi bly for their bladder cancer.

Q. Do you have patients whose only
risk factor is a |less than 30 year pack
year history where you've determi ned that
smoking history was the cause of their
urothelial carcinoma?

A. Again, simlar answer to the
guestion before is that when we interview
patients, if that's what they tell me,
then | would put that into their
differential as the risk factor for
their -- for their bladder cancer.

Q. I f that patient had only one

Golkow Technologies,
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risk
| ess
woul d
uroth

smoki

A.

unkno
facto
there
li ke
t hat'
yes,

out t

Q.

i diop

A.

facto

a pat

| ess

Page 251

factor and it -- that risk factor was

t han 30 pack year history of smoking,
it be your opinion that their

elial carcinoma was caused by their
ng history?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

Again there's someti mes
wns, but that would be one of the
rs, yes, that -- | mean, there's --
s lots of things that we don't know,

you were implying before, but if

s what -- the only one that we know,
but there's obviously a | ot of things
here.

Well, would you consider

athy in that scenario when --

No.

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

No, because there's a risk
r.
Okay.
So just to be clear, if you had

Il ent whose only risk factor was a

than 30 pack year history of smoking,

877-370-3377
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would it be your opinion that their
urothelial carcinoma was caused by their
smoki ng history?

A. So, what I'"'mtrying to get at is

you're giving me a single question about a

patient without knowing all the data. So
| just want to make sure that, yes, i f --
if | have done my thorough investigation

of that patient and the only thing that
comes up is that he has a risk factor, or
she has a risk factor of smoking, then
t hat would be my reason for the cancer,
yes.
Q. Okay. Al'l right.

And in your -- in the end, you

have opined in your report that smoking is

a potential cause of M. Laramore's

bl ad -- bl adder cancer; is that correct?
A. Correct.
Q. Do you agree that there's some

association between alcohol consumption
and the devel opment of wurotheli al
carcinoma?

A. | do not agree.

Golkow Technologies,
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Q. Okay.

and the devel opment of wurothel

carcinoma?

| ook more further 1 nto that.

carcinoma; iIs that correct?

Page 253

s it your opinion that there is
not sufficient scientific evidence to show

association between alcohol consumpti on

al

A. | would say that | actually have

never really done a deep dive or research

into it, so | can't answer that question.

Q. Okay.

A. Just from my medical expertise
and clinical practice, it's not something
that | | ook at, but | would have to really
take a, you know, a literature search and

Q. Fair to say you did not assess

Mr. Laramore's history of alcohol

consumption in this case; is that correct?
A. In this case, correct.
Q. Okay.

You have noted that obviously
occupational exposures are a risk factor

for the devel opment of urotheli al

Golkow Technologies,
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|, you know, don't remember off

my head because UTUC - -

Page 254

A. Yes.

Q. And you woul d agree that
occupational exposures are linked to
approxi mately five to 10 percent of all
urothelial carcinomas; is that right?

A. Yes.

Q. What percentage -- would that be
true also for UTUC?

A. | would have to |l ook into that.

the top of

UTUC does have

some other, you know, etiologies that are
not found in bladder cancer. So I -- that
percentage may be off, but | --

Q. Okay.

A. But yes.

Q. Okay.

A Generally, yes.

Q If there are -- just following
this out, if there were other potenti al
causes for UTUC unrelated to bl adder
cancer, would you say that, at most,

5 to 10 percent of UTUC is related to
occupational exposures? Does that make

Golkow Technologies,
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sense?

A.

because it

Q.
A.

Q.

you can''t

you cannot

exposures;

A.
Q.

correct?
A.
Q.

i ndustry;

A.
Q.

Page 255

It does make sense to me, but

| -- 1 would not know how to answer t hat

could be more than 10 percent.
Okay.

| just don't want to give that

percent age.

That's fine.
So as you sit here right now,
give a percentage as to what --

give an answer as to what

percentage UTUC is related to occupational

is that right?
Yes.
Okay.

And when we're talking about

occupational exposures, this would include

people who work with amylin dyes; is that

Correct.

Peopl e who work in the rubber
Is that correct?

Correct.

Peopl e who are tobacco workers;

877-370-3377
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is that correct?
A. Tobacco workers, not sure about
t hat one.
Q. Okay.
Peopl e who work in the textile

i ndustry, correct?

A. Yes.

Q. Peopl e who work around pai nt
products; is that correct?

A. Correct.

Q. Okay.

And just generally speaking,
occupati onal exposures are generally
hi gher than exposures that the general
public would be exposed to; is that

correct?

A. General high -- well, again,
that's a very general question. | guess
it would depend on where the -- | mean,
where the general public lives and what's
around. And you informed me of a | ot
of -- a lot of very interesting things

before, so generally speaking, yes.

Q. Let me -- let me try to do it

Golkow Technologies,
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this way.

You understand that a number of
epi demi ol ogi cal studies are performed on
certain occupations under the presumption
t hat those workers and those occupations
are exposed to higher -- higher rates of
contam nants than the general public.
That's a reason why occupational studies
are done; is that correct?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. Again, |'m not an
epi demi ol ogi st.

Q. Ri ght .

A. So | would have to fall back on
how those studies are done and, you know,
the controls, but |I think you're getting
to that they do use controls that have
| ess exposure or should have | ess exposure
than the -- the industry or -- or
whoever's working in wherever for that
exposure.

So | don't know if that's
necessarily the general popul ation, but

most studies have a control that should

Golkow Technologies,
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have | ess exposure to that chemical, yes.
Q. Okay.

You note in your report that TCE
and PCE are classified as human
carcinogens or suspected human carcinogens
by | ARC, correct?

A. Yes.
Q. Woul d you agree that when | ARC
makes those statements, it's based off

evidence that those compounds may be
carcinogenic in specific or certain
organs, correct? That's what those
statements are based upon?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. Il mean, | can't speak about an
| ARC. | don't know what, you know,
met hodol ogi es and what they do and how
they come up with their conclusions, but,
you know, | -- 1 -- they list them as
carcinogens.

Q. Well, if some -- if a compound
is considered a human carcinogen, it does
not automatically mean that the compound

causes cancer in all the organs of the
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body, correct?
A. Repeat that, |'m sorry?
Q. Sur e.

If a compound is considered a --
or classified as a, quote, human
carcinogen or a suspected human
carcinogen, it does not mean that that
compound causes cancer in each organ of
the body.

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

BY MR. CROMWELL:
Q. Correct?
A. It can, but doesn't necessarily

mean it does.

Q. Okay.

A. Does t hat answer the question?

Q. | think so.

A. Yeah.

Q. So, is there -- are you aware of
T -- any studies showing TCE or PCE
causing cancer in each organ of the body?

A. Again, |'m not an epidem ol ogi st
so | haven't |l ooked into this. So |
can't -- | can't speak to that.
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Q. Okay. Okay.

So, when you make the statement
in your reports that TCE and PCE are
classified as human carcinogens or
suspected human carcinogens by | ARC, what
rel evance does that opinion have, or what
rel evance does that statement have to your
overall opinions?

A. So, knowing that they are
carcinogens, my opinion is regarding

bl adder cancer.

Q. Ri ght .
A. And so my opinion is that these
carcinogens can actually be -- or play a

role in the development of bl adder cancer.
Q. And that's kind of hinting at
what |'m trying to understand.

Just because they're call ed
carcinogens doesn't mean that they
actually cause bl adder cancer or UTUC,
correct?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. Again, that's a question for an

epidemi ol ogi st. | don't know the science
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and -- and everything behind everything.

From t hat question specifically,
but there's no reason that they can't
cause bl adder cancer either.

Q. Okay. Okay. Fair enough.

s it your opinion that Mr.
Laramore's occupational exposures where he
woul d have been exposed to known bl adder
cancer-causing chem cals was while he was,
one, a civil servant as a small arms
repai rman, and, two, his time as a truck
driver? |Is that your opinion for Mr.
Laramore?

A. I mean, | think that that part
of his medical records is fairly vague.
do think that there's probably some, or
there could be some exposure that also

could |l ead to bl adder cancer, yes.

Q. Okay.

A. But | think the quality of that
data, in the records at | east, you know,
is -- is pretty weak compared to the
ot her -- the other factors that he has.

Q. Okay.
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So you'd agree that the

evidence -- well, let's take this one by
one. Tal k about his time as a civil
repairman -- small -- small arms

repairman.

Do you recall when he was a
civil servant small arm repairman?
A. | don't remember the specific
times.
Q. Okay.

And do you understand that Mr.

Laramore was exposed to some sort of

solvent as a civil servant working as a
small arms repairman?

A. That's what was said, yes.

Q. Okay.

As you sit here, do you know the
solvent Mr. Laramore was using?
A. No .
Q. Okay.
How does the fact that you don't
know the solvent factor into your
anal ysi s?

A. | don't think it plays a huge
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role because, again, there's -- there's
mul ti ple exposures and carcinogens that he
was exposed to. So | think each one of
them may have played a role independently

or together.

So, and | don't even know i f
it's a solvent that is a carcinogen. So
that's why | don't -- you know, it
doesn't -- knowi ng everything else, it
doesn't play that -- that huge of a role

other than it could have potentially be
al so present.
Q. Okay.

And as you got to where |I'm
trying to go, which is if you don't know
the solvent that M. Laramore was using,
you do not know whether the solvent he was
using was carcinogenic or not, correct?

A. Correct.
Q. Do you know the duration or the

amount of the solvent Mr. Laramore was

using while he was a civil servant?
A. No.
Q. You'd agree with me that i f you
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don't know the solvent that M. Laramore
was using, you would not, for instance,
know how that solvent was volatilized in

the air, correct?

A. Correct. And even if | did know
it, | wouldn't know that answer anyway.
Q. Fair.

You mentioned the other
occupational exposure you discussed in

your report was his time as a truck

driver; is that correct?
A. Yes.
Q. And you understand that Mr.

Laramore worked as a truck driver for

approxi mately ten years; is that right?
A. Yes.
Q. You are aware that truck driving

is an occupation that has known increases
in risk for developing urothelial
carcinoma, correct?

A. Truck driving in general | was
not aware of.

Q. Okay.

Are you aware of any studies --
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are you aware of any peer-revi ewed
epi demi ol ogi cal studies that show greater
incidence of urothelial carcinoma for
those in the truck driving industry?

A. No.

Q. Okay.

You mentioned truck driving as a
occupational exposure for M. Laramore's
devel opment of urothelial carcinoma.

Why did you include it?

A. ' Cause there was exposure to
di esel fumes.
Q. Okay.

Do you know what particul ar
contami nants in diesel fumes he would be
exposed to?

A. No.
Q. Do you know the primary

contami nant of concern in diesel fumes?

A. | do not.
Q. Okay.
When you say "diesel fumes," are

you relying upon certain epidem ol ogica

studies that identify exposure to diesel
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fumes as a risk factor for devel oping
urothelial carcinoma?
A. | don't know if they were
epi demi ol ogi cal studies, but it's a --
it's one of the known risk factors for
occupational exposures that's, you know,
listed in several, you know, publications.
Q. Okay.

You've concluded that while
there are gaps in understanding the nature
of Mr. Laramore's occupational exposure,
you do consider it to be a potential cause
in his bladder cancer diagnosis; is that
correct?

A. Yes.
Q. Okay.

At the same time, you would
agree that it would be highly speculative
to estimate his quantity, duration, and

intensity of exposure to the solvent as a

civil servant; is that correct?
A. Correct.
Q. You woul d agree that | ARC

classified diesel exhaust as probably
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cancerogenic to humans primarily for lung

cancer, but noted a possible association

with bl adder cancer; is that correct?
A. Correct.
Q. Doctor, you've opined that

anot her risk factor for the devel opment of
urot helial carcinoma involves chronic
bl adder infections and stones; is that
correct?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay.

You agree that chronic bl adder
infections can significantly increase the
ri sk of devel oping bl adder cancer; is that
correct?

A. Correct.

Q. The same would be true for UTUC;
is that correct?

A. In -- not exactly the same, but
yes.

Q. Okay.

How would it be different for
the devel opment of UTUC versus bl adder

cancer ?
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A. A Il ot of the bl adder cancer
requires -- is from patients who have
chronic Foley catheters, or tubes --

Q. Okay.

A. -- in their bladders, where you
don't necessarily see that in upper tract
urothelial cancer, but the concept of
infection and inflammation is similar.

Q. Al'l right.

So, is it fair to say that
prolonged inflammation and cell ul ar damage
in bladder lining can lead to the
devel opment of urothelial carcinoma,

including UTUC?

A. It is incorrect. It is mostly
squamous cell carcinoma, which is not
urothelial carcinoma. lt's a different
hi st ol ogy. You can categorize it under

bl adder cancer.

Q. Okay.

A. But it's -- it's sguamous cel
usually, not urothelial.

Q. You say "usually."

Do you know what percentage is
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squamous cell versus urothelial carcinoma
in that scenario?

A. If I remember correctly, it's
roughly 90, 95 percent squamous cell

Q. Okay.

Are there particular studies
you're relying upon?

A. None that come to mi nd. That's
just from my general medical knowl edge and
training.

Q. Okay.

Woul d you agree that certain
things |like recurrent urinary tract
infections, or UTIls, or chronic cystitis,
bl adder inflammation, can |ead to
l ong-termirritation and inflammation of

t he bl adder creating an environment

conducive to cancerous cell changes?

A. That's exactly what we just
spoke about, the squamous cell, yes.

Q. You understand that surgeries or

traumas in a given area can |ead to
increased inflammati on and risk of cancer?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ecti on.
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you're operating on?

surgeries can

devel opi ng cancer

of medi cal

cat heters can further

do not - -

A. | -- no, |
surgery, correct?

Q. Yes.

A. No, that's not

Q. Okay.

Do you under

that certain traumas
well, do you agree that
to inflammati on of

a particular

i ncrease the

in those same

devices such

Page 270

you said

true.

woul d you agree

to certain areas - -

surgeries can | ead

area that

A. Yes.
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
BY MR. CROMWELL:
Q. And are you aware of any studies
t hat show inflammation from those

ri sk of

| ocations?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
A. No .
Q. Okay.
Doct or, would you agree that
conditions |ike bladder stones and the use

as ureter

irritate the bl adder
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and contribute to cancer risk by causing
repeated trauma to the bl adder lining?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. We just discussed that, yes,
catheters can lead to squamous cell s
carcinoma, predomi nantly.

Q. And you agree that kidney
stones, or nephrolyses, forgive me for
butchering that, are a risk for devel oping
upper tract urothelial carcinoma; is that
correct?

A. Yes.

Q. And you'd agree that the
formati on of stones in the kidneys lead to
mechani cal damage to the urothelial
lining; 1s that correct?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. They can, but doesn't
necessarily mean it does.

Q. Sure.

But this can result in chronic
inflammati on or irritation over ti me,
correct?

A. | mean, wusually that only
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happens when you have something called an
XGP or you have a very |l arge stone for
very |long periods of time that are
constantly blocking, but, yes, it can.

Q. What is the average age for
someone devel oping kidney stones?

A. Honestly do not know.

Q. Okay.

Woul d you agree that kidney
stones themselves can cause | ocalized
tissue damage which can disrupt the nor mal
cellular repair process increasing the
l'i keli hood of abnormal cell division and
mal i gnancy?

A. |l don't -- | can't answer that
guestion. l*m not a cell biologist and
really have never studied that or | ooked

that up, to tell you the truth.

Q. Okay.
You evaluated the medi cal
records for M. Cagiano; is that correct?
A. Yes, sSir.
Q. And you're aware of Mr.
Cagi ano's bl adder infections in 1974; is
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t hat correct?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you're aware of Mr. Cagi ano
had two prior episodes of kidney stones
requiring loss time from work in 1978 and
1980; is that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. And you understand that both

these situations M. Cagiano presented

with hematuria, or blood in the urine; is
that right?

A. Yes.

Q. You understand more specifically

in 1978, Mr. Cagiano was diagnosed with
| eft ureteropelvic junction, or UPJ,

obstruction and had a pyel opl asty

operation; is that correct?
A. Yes.
Q. You're aware that from January

13th to 26 of 1980, Mr. Cagiano was on

sick | eave and admitted to the hospital

for kidney stones; is that correct?
A. Yes.
Q. WIl you would agree, Doctor,
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that Mr. Cagiano underwent a | eft
pyelolithotomy in 1980 which is an open

surgery of the |left kidney to remove

ki dney stones; is that correct?
A. Yes.
Q. Doctor, would you agree that Mr.

Cagi ano had a long-standing |ower urinary
tract symptoms?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. | would have to go back and
review those -- the -- the records.

Q. Okay.

A. | mean, for -- | can't answer

off the top of my head.
Q. Well, for instance, |like do you
agree he underwent a transurethral

resection of his prostate in 2008 and 2009

at Emory University?

A. Yes.

Q. Al'l right.

And as part of that operation,

he demonstrated benign prostatic
hypertrophy; i1s that correct?

A. Yes.
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Q. And is that just common | anguage

noncancerous enl argement of the prostate

gl and?
A. Correct.
Q. Al'l right.
What does that procedure entail?
A. Simlar to what we discussed
before. You go in through the urethra
with a camera. You identify the area of

the prostate that's blocking, use
electricity or other different energy
sources to scrape away the part of the
prostate that's bl ocking.
Q. Okay.
Does it entail the use of a

cat heter for a period of time?

A. Someti mes.
Q. Okay.
When you say "sometimes," just
how -- | don't know, how |l ong would a

person have a catheter in when undergoing

a procedure |ike this?
A. Some patients don't have a
cat heter. Some patients may have a
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cat heter for a week. It really depends on

the physician, how you use it, what energy

source you do. | mean, there's a | ot
of --

Q. Okay.

A. -- variability.

Q. Do you know how |l ong, 1 f -- |if
at all, M. Cagiano would have had a

cat heter in during this operation?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
A. | actually don't recall coming
through the records with that, no.
Q. Okay.
Doct or, would you agree that WMr.
Cagi ano saw a Dr. Mygatt with Wel Il star
Urol ogy after noticing |ight brown urine
with right back pain in December of 2013,

is that correct?

A. Correct.
Q. And are you aware that Mr.
Cagi ano had a -- had left hydronephrosis

show up on his CT imaging in April of
20147
A. Correct.
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Q. You agree that M. Cagiano again
saw Dr. Mygatt with Wellstar in October of
2024 who ordered a renal scan that showed
46 percent of renal activity in the right
ki dney and 54 percent in the left kidney;
is that correct?

A. Again |I'll have to take your
wor d. | don't remember off the top of my
head those exact numbers, but sounds about
right.

Q. Okay.

What's the normal function of
renal activity in the |left and the right
usual ly?

A. lt's vari abl e. You know,
anywhere between 40 and 60 on either side.

Q. Okay.

Doctor, you'd agree that in

January 2018, Mr. Cagiano presented with
several -day history of discomfort in the
pelvic area and a urge to void all the
time; is that right?

A. Yes.

Q. And urine analysis at that ti me
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showed trace amounts of blood in his
urine; Is that correct?
A. Again, | would have to go back

and | ook at the specifics for that one.

Q. Okay.

A. But |1l take your word for it,
yes.

Q. And Mr. Cagiano underwent scans

and eventually had a cystourethroscopy and
| eft uroscopy where renal mass biopsy
confirmed he had urothelial carcinoma, or

UTUC; is that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. And then in March 2018, Mr.
Cagi ano underwent a | eft
nephroureterectomy; is that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. And this is the surgical
procedure to remove his left kidney; is

that right?

Well, left kidney, left ureter
and portion of his bladder; is that
correct?

A. Correct.
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Q.

di agnosed

ur ot hel i al

nephrourect

is explained by

Woul d you agree that

-- 1"m going to --

the differing

tobacco use by men and women - -

A. That
Q. -

is --

is that right?

S
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the gold

A. Nephroureterectomy.
Q. There you go.
Woul d you agree that
standard treatment for UTUC?
A. Yes.
Q. Okay.
Doct or, would you agree that
bl adder cancer is more |likely to be

in men than women with a 3-to-1

rati o?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ecti on.
BY MR. CROMWELL
Q. Respectivel y?
A. Yes.
Q. Okay.
And it is your opinion that the
di screpancy in the rates of bl adder -- or,

carcinoma between men and women

rat es of
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A. That is one of the reasons, yes.
Q. What is another reason?
A. Exposures |ike amylin dyes and

hair dyes that are more common in women
than in -- than in men.

Q. Okay.

Aside from the dye issues, would
you agree that much of the discrepancy can
be attributed to the different rates of
tobacco use between men and women?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. |l -- 1 don't know off the --
exact rates off the top of my head from
bot h. So | don't necessarily know if |
can answer that question without | ooking

t hat up, but --

Q. Okay.
A. -- it is a factor.
Q. I f you just | ook at your

Laramore report, Exhibit 4, please.

A. We're on - -

Q. We're | ooking at Exhibit 4 on
page 16.

You have a section entitled "Age
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and Gender" on page 16. You see where |I'm
at ?

A. Yes.

Q. And then the second f ul

paragraph there starts with:
Additionally, bladder cancer i s more
likely to be diagnosed in men than women
with a 3-to-1 ratio respectively. Much of
the discrepancy can be attributed to the
different rates of tobacco use as we see
the prevalence of bl adder cancer in women
much higher in countries with higher rates
of tobacco use in females. Ot her reasons
can include the occupational chemi cal
exposures for men working in various
settings.

First, did | read that

correctly?

A. Yes.
Q. Okay.
So, is it your opinion that the

vast majority of the discrepancy between
men and women having higher -- men having

hi gher incidence of urothelial carcinoma
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is due to men having a higher preval ence
of smoking?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. Again you're use the word
"vast." | used the word "much" which you
just read. So | think there's two
different --

Q. Al'l right.

A. So, | think it is a contributing
factor, yes. It's not the only

contributing factor.
Q. Under st ood.
A. s it more? Possibly.

MR. WALLACE: Mi chael, we've
been going for about an hour. s it
okay if we take a break? | don't want
to interfere if you have a couple more
guestions.

MR. CROMWELL: Let's go ahead
and take a break.

MR. WALLACE: Okay.

MR. CROMWELL: That's fine.

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: The ti me
right now is 2:30 p.m
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BY MR.
Q.

day - -
years;
A,
Q.
did not
factor
A.
Q.

testi mony that

We are off the record.
(Recess taken.)

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: The ti

right now is 2:55 p.m

Page 283

me

We are back on the record.

CROMWEL L:

Doctor, we left off talki

about your demographics as a risk f

ng
actor.

I meant to ask before, though,

you have reviewed the medical recor
testimony of Mr. Mark Cagiano; is t
correct?

A. Correct.

Q. Okay.

And you're familiar with

or, one cigarette a week for
is that correct?

Correct.

And is your opinion that

consider his smoking to be

ds and

hat

his

he smoked one cigarette a

t wo

and you

a risk

for his UTUC; is that correct?

Not a significant risk factor.

Okay. You said "not a
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significant risk factor.
Did you consider it to be a risk
factor at all in his UTUC?
A. Well, | would say | considered

it, but it's not a risk factor.

Q. Okay.
We were talking about gender
di sparities within bladder cancer -- or,
urothelial carcinoma diagnoses, and |I'm

going to ask you are you aware of any
literature that shows gender-rel ated
incidence disparity when controlling for

smoki ng?

A. Not the top -- off the top of my
head, no.
Q. Okay.
Are you aware of any literature

showi ng men having particular metabolic
enzymes different than women and its

correlation to bladder cancer devel opment?

A. No, none that | know of.
Q. Okay.
Are you aware of any literature
t hat shows the -- shows urothelial
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carcinoma preval ence between men and
women - -

MR. CROMWELL: Strike that.

Q. Are you aware of any l|literature
t hat shows the urothelial carcinoma
preval ence between men and women has to do
with their use specifically and exposure
to TCE, PCE, benzene, or vinyl chloride?
A. Can you repeat that, |'m sorry?

MR. CROMWELL: Sur e.

Can you read that question back,
pl ease?

(The requested portion of the
record was read back by the court
reporter.)

A. So, off the top of my head, no.

Q. Are you familiar with the
percentage of women to men working in the
dry-cleaning industry or around
dry-cl eaning chemi cal s?

A. No.

Q. Are you familiar with the
percentage of men to women working in

truck driving occupations?
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A. No.

Q. Woul d you agree that bl adder
cancer is predom nantly a disease of ol der
adults, with the average age of diagnose
in the U.S. being 73?

A. The average age is 73, so yes.

Q. Okay.

And just because someone i S
di agnosed earlier in their life, it does
not mean that their urothelial carcinoma
was caused by a chemi cal exposure; is that

correct?

A. |*m sorry, can you repeat that?
Q. Just because someone IS
di agnosed earlier in their life prior to
19 -- prior to being 73 years of age does

not mean that their urothelial carcinoma
was caused by a chemi cal exposure; is that
correct?
A. Sorry, there's a double negative
there, so |I'"'mtrying to figure this out.
Does not mean that their cancer
was not because of chemi cal exposure?

Q. In other words, if somebody is
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di agnosed with urothelial carcinoma prior
to being 73 years of age, it can be caused
by things other than a chemi cal exposure,
correct?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. Well, | think almost all cancers
are caused by carcinogen. It's a chemi cal
exposure of some sort, you know, including
t obacco. So | think at any age that
bl adder cancer is diagnosed, it's because
of a chemi cal exposure or carcinogen
exposure. So the majority will be because
of carcinogen exposures.

Q. Okay. Fair enough.

The same would be true then of
peopl e who are diagnosed with urothelial
carcinoma after the age of 73, correct?

A. Correct.

Q. Okay.

And when we say the medi an age
for bladder cancer -- or urothelial
carcinoma diagnosis is 73, you mean that
half the people who are diagnosed are

younger than 73; the other half are ol der
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than 73, correct?

A. So, we would have to define
"medi an," but | don't think median is
initially half or half, but it is sort of
the, | guess, top of the bell curve which

m ght be hal f.

Q. Ri ght ?

A. lt's --

Q. No, | think -- 1 think you're
right.

A. Yeah.

Q. It is the top of the bell curve
with --

A. Ri ght, but it's standard

deviation, so it's not necessarily half
and half, but it's the median age.

Q. Okay.

You woul d agree that individuals

di agnosed with urothelial carcinoma under
the age of 73 includes people not exposed
to Camp Lejeune water?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay.

It would include people who do
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smoke, correct?

A. It would.

Q. And it would include people who
work in factories and are exposed to
chemicals in those factories, correct?

A. Again, it can. | guess coul d,
but it can.

Q. Doct or, would you agree that a
fam ly history of urothelial carcinoma can
increase an individual's risk of
devel oping urothelial carcinoma?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
A. So, urothelial carcinoma in

general, no. Upper tract TCC - -

Q. Okay.
A. UTUC, as you call it, there are
genetic predispositions or famili al

di seases, yes, but bl adder cancer, none
that | am aware of. So for me, family
hi story doesn't necessarily play a huge
role in bladder cancer, but it does in
upper tract.

Q. Okay.

I f you would | ook at your report
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for Laramore, Exhibit 4, just to clarify
somet hing here.

On page 16 you have a section
entitled "Family history and genetic
predi sposition”™ and the first sentence
reads: A famly history of bladder cancer
or other cancers of the urinary tract can

i ncrease an individual's risk.

First of all, did | read that
correctly?
A. Correct.
Q. Are you saying now that family

hi story of bladder cancer doesn't increase
their risk -- of the individual's risk for
devel oping bl adder cancer?

A. So, that's where the genetic
predi sposition, so the genetic causes. So
just because you have a famly history,
and | go on to specific about the specific

mut ati ons - -

Q. Sure.
A -- and the specific syndromes.
Q. Yeah.
A So in the context of what |I'm
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saying here, it is if you have one of
these genetic disorders, but just a famly
hi story does not.
Q. Okay. Okay.
So, just to follow up, you agree
that there are certain genetic mutations

t hat have been identified in some

i ndividuals with U -- developing UTUC; is
t hat correct?

A. Correct.

Q. I n your report for M. Cagiano,
you state that he has -- there is no
evidence that: He has any inherited
genetic condition and | can remove genetic

or famly history as a possi ble cause of
his UTUC.
s that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. Did you see any evidence of Mr.
Cagi ano having a gene mutation or a
chromat osi s?

A. | do not recall that.

Q. Okay.

Are you familiar with what
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hemachr omat osis is?

A. | am not, actually.

Q. Al'l right.

Are you aware whet her
hemachromat osis can | ead to organ failure?

A. Il am not.

Q. Okay.

Do you know one way or the other
whet her hemachromatosis -- or, a gene
mut ati on for hemachromatosis increases the
i keli hood of devel oping UTUC?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. It is not one that |I'm aware. I
don't even know what those mutations are,
so | would need to understand the
mut ati ons and -- to get a more
under standi ng of it.

Q. Okay.

But as you sit here, you are not

aware of it being a risk factor?

A. No.
Q. Al'l right.
Doctor, we talked a |little bit

about idiopathy, and you issued a
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supplemental report in this case; is that

correct?

A. Correct.
Q. Okay.

Bef ore we get to that, | just
want to be clear "no known cause" is not
the same as "no cause," correct?

A. Correct.
Q. So an idiopathic urotheli al
carcinoma is still caused by somet hing,

it's just that we cannot identify that

somet hi ng. ls that fair?

A. That's how | would use the
definition of "idiopathic," yes.

Q. Okay.

Woul d you agree that the
science -- that science is continuing to
identify new potential causes of
urothelial carcinoma?

A. | think that there is a | ot of
science that is ongoing in urothelial
carcinoma and we're learning a | ot about
it. | think we are -- part of it, yes,

risk factors, but also therapeutics and
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ot her things that, you know, are -- are
about treating the disease as well.

Q. Okay.

| mean, are there instances --

you woul d agree that there are instances
of urothelial carcinoma that we cannot
explain with our current knowl edge of risk
factors; is that correct?

A. Ri ght . And again, you're --
you're, sort of, defining urotheli al
carcinoma as upper tract urothelial

carcinoma and bl adder cancer, correct?

Q. Well, that's how we've been
using it.

A. Yeah, right. | just want to
make sure because that -- that's again a
very -- you can't answer that question

specifically just saying with urothelial
carcinoma because the research, you know,
and it's research that | did and -- and
studi ed genetically the differences

bet ween upper tract urothelial carcinoma
and bl adder, so there are differences that

are being studied. So the same findings
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are not necessarily, you know, can be
applied to both bl adder and upper tract
urothelial carcinoma. So | just want to

make sure we clarify that.

Q. Il think | understand.
| guess the -- my follow-up is
that it would still be true regardless of

whet her it's bladder cancer or UTUC that

there are still many instances in which

we, meaning science, does not know the

cause of some of these cancers, correct?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. | -- 1 would agree, but just to
clarify, it's what you may find for upper
tract urothelial carcinoma may not apply
for bl adder cancer. So using the
urothelial, | just want to make sure we
separate those two as it has been my
research and others showi ng that they
are -- they can be different, the
di seases.

Q. Under st ood. Under st ood.

| may have asked you this

already, so forgive me. Il n your clinical
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practice, approximately what percent of
bl adder cancer, and |I'm using that term
specifically, cases have you seen have --
that are -- that you've consi dered
i di opathic?

A. It would be a small percentage,

maybe five percent, five or 10 percent.

Q. Okay.

A. | think that's what | said
before.

Q. Okay.

And same question but with
regards to UTUC cases?

A. So, UTUC cases are a little bit
more rare, so | would be guessing a little
bit more here. But | would probably say
somewhere around the same |line, 10 percent
maybe.

Q. Doctor, would you agree that
simply having a risk factor or even many
risk factors for urothelial carcinoma does
not mean that you will actually get
urothelial carcinoma?

A. Correct. Li ke we spoke about
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bef ore, not every smoker gets bl adder

cancer .
Q. Ri ght .
A. Or urothelial carcinoma.
Q. Ri ght .

So the fact that a person has
risk factors does not automatically mean
that a risk factor is going to cause an
i ndividual's urothelial carcinoma,
correct?

A. Correct. Unl ess they have
urothelial carcinoma, and then those risk

factors are irrelevant.

Q. Okay.
A. Li ke our patients.
Q. If a patient has -- well, are

there particular risk factors for
urothelial carcinoma that you consider to
have weak supporting evidence? Let me be

more specific.

A. Yeah.
Q. Do you consider BM to be a --
to be a --

MR. CROMWELL: Strike that.
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Q. Do you consider BM to have weak
scientific support for the devel opment of
urothelial carcinoma?

A. BMI al one, yes.

Q. Okay.

I f a patient of yours wal ked in
with no known risk factors except for high
BMI, obesity, would you consider that
person's BM to be the cause, or at
| east -- at |l east as |likely as not the
cause of their urothelial carcinoma?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. | think BMI alone is something
that we -- or that | personally don't | ook
at . It's more about metabolic syndrome.
So it's about underlying full picture of
the patient. So you need to really dig
deep into, quote/unquote, metabolic
syndr ome.

So BMI alone | would not
consider that a risk factor, and | would
really want to understand the metabolic
syndrome of that patient, if the patient

has met abolic syndrome.
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Q. Okay.
Is there a metabolic syndrome
t hat has a strong association with the
devel opment of urothelial carcinoma?
A. | think it's stronger than BM
al one, but still needs a | ot of research

to be performed.

Q. Okay.
So if a person -- so just change
the hypothetical. | f a patient of yours

wal ked in with a particular metabolic

syndrome and no other known risk factors,

woul d you consider their metabolic

syndrome to be as | east as |ikely as not

the cause of their urothelial carcinoma?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. It would be something | would
consi der, yes.

Q. You would consider it, but would
you consider it to be at | east as I|ikely
as not the cause of their urotheli al
carcinoma?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. Yes.
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Q. Okay.

Woul d you in that instance

consider unknown causes?

A. No.

Q. | di opat hic causes, or idiopathic
nature of their cancer?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. No.
Q. Okay.

s it fair to say that if a
person has a risk factor, whether there's
weak or a strong association for
urothelial carcinoma, that as |l ong as they
have that, you would not consider their
cancer to be idiopathic?

A. |l -- 1 think |I agree with --
yes, | do agree with that because
i di opathic means that we've | ooked at the
risk factors, and if we find one, then
they can't be idiopathic because per
definition, as we explained before, it's
unknown cause.

So, are there other causes

potentially, yes, but we already
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identified certain factors, so we need to
focus on those.
Q. Okay.

s it fair to say that Mr.
Laramore's bladder cancer mi ght have
occurred regardless of his exposure to
Camp Lejeune water?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ecti on.

A. |l mean, | can't -- | don't think
you can -- | can answer or make that
assumpti on. There's multiple risk
factors, including the Camp Lejeune water.
The Camp Lejeune water may have -- be the

only reason that he devel oped his bl adder
cancer. It may be part of the other risk
factors that he's had. You can't go
backwar ds. You can't make assumptions.
What you know is that they all are risk
factors and that, at |east as |likely as
not, each one of them may have contri buted
to the development of his bladder cancer

Q. Well, if you had a patient that
wal ked in and had exactly the same ri sk

factors except for not having exposure to
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Camp Lejeune water, would you --

A. That's different than

guestion you asked me before,

cancer, correct?

bl adder cancer.
A. Ri ght .

in that has bl adder cancer, has,

the solvent possible, the diesel

Camp Lejeune.

Q. Correct.

A. Ri ght . He has bl adder
So any one of those three are at
i kely as not to have led to his
cancer.

Q. Okay. Okay.

Woul d you ever in that

his or her urothelial carcinoma?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

Page 302

what

woul d be your conclusion as to what caused

the
just want

to clarify. So this patient has bl adder

Q. Yes. Well, both Mr. Laramore

and the hypothetical |'m using both have

So to clarify, a patient walKks

you know,

fumes

possi ble, the cigarette smoking and no

cancer.
| east as

bl adder

scenari o
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reach a conclusion as to a risk factor
being more |ikely than not to be the cause
of their risk fact -- of their urothelial
carcinoma?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. Yeah, | think you asked me that
guestion before and | answered the same.
lt's i mpossible to do so.

Q. Okay.

Same question with regards to
Mr. Cagi ano. Is it -- are you able to
determi ne whet her Mr. Cagiano would have
devel oped UTUC regardless of his Camp
Lej eune water exposure?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ecti on.

A. Again, I can't -- | don't -- |
can't answer that question.

Q. Okay. You don't know one way or

the ot her?

A. I don't know one way or the
ot her .

Q. Okay.

A. That's making too much of a

| arge assumpti on.
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Q. Okay.
you woul d, Doctor, pull out
your rebuttal report in this case, which
is Exhibit
A. Si x.
t hought | had put these in
order.
Okay.
Q. And this is your rebuttal report
that you filed in these cases; is that

A. Correct.

Q. And this has to do with your
response to certain conclusions that Dr.
Kates came to in his reports; is that
correct?

A. Correct.

Q. Okay.

One of your critiques of Dr.
Kates is under your title "Bladder cancer
is rarely idiopathic and" --
MR. WALLACE: ' m sorry, | just
wanted to pause for a moment just to
say for the record that Exhibit 6
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appears to have some highlighting to
it.

MR. CROMWELL: That's
unfortunate.

MR. WALLACE: Do you want to
take a moment to replace Exhibit 6
before we dive into it?

"' m happy to do that and just

swap it out before we |ook at it any

further.

It happens.

MR. CROMWELL: Yeah, no, | know.
lt's -- it's okay. lt's not a big
deal . | appreciate the professional

courtesy though.
MR. WALLACE: Yeah.
BY MR. CROMWELL
Q. So, looking at Exhibit 6 on your
second page, you have a section titled
"Bl adder cancer is rarely idiopathic."

Correct?

A. Correct.
Q. And in that second paragraph
underneath the section you note: Dr .
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Kates opined that 40 percent of bl adder
cancer cases cannot be attributed to a
known risk factor and are thus idiopathic
because the causes either are spontaneous
or not yet known. Dr. Kates' sole
citation for this claimthat 40 percent of
bl adder cancer cases are idiopathic is to
Berger et al.

You st at e: | have reviewed this
publication and it does not address
i di opathic urothelial carcinoma or upper
tract urothelial carcinoma. | nst ead,
Berger et al. state that most bl adder
tumors are associated with an acquired
carcinogen exposure. End quot e.

First of all, did I read that
correctly?

A. You di d.
Q. Okay.

You are of the opinion that --
at | east your interpretation of Berger is
t hat most bl adder tumors are associ ated
with an acquired carcinogen exposure; is

that correct?
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A. That's what it says, yes.

Q. Woul d you agree that both can be
true, that most bl adder tumors are
associated with an acquired carcinogen and
t hat 40 percent of bl adder cancer cases
cannot be attributed to a known risk
factor? You would -- would you agree that
both of those can be a true statement?

A. Can you repeat that? |'m sorry.

Q. Sur e.

Isn'"t it true that most bl adder
tumors are associated with an acquired
carcinogen exposure, as you stated, but
al so that 40 percent of bl adder cancer

cases cannot be attributed to a known ri sk

factor?
A. Can that in general be true?
Q. Yes.
A. | mean, | think in general, |

guess anything can be true, yes.

Q. Okay.
Well, just the idea that most,
or | guess you're referring to more than
50 percent, right, bladder cancer -- or
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bl adder tumors are associated with
acquired carcinogen exposure, it could
also equally be true that both -- that and
the fact that 40 percent of bl adder cancer
cases cannot be attributed to a known risk
factor, both can be true in theory,
correct?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. | guess in general both could be
true, but in this specific sentence, you
can see that | reviewed this -- the
actual . There is nowhere in that
publication that says 40 percent.

Q. Okay.

A. So I"'m not sure where that
validity of that number comes from.

Q. Okay.

A. In my general practice, | would
di sagree with that, that idiopathic
di sease is probably 10 percent or | ess.

Q. Okay.

A. And for my general memory
knowl edge, you know, being part of

numerous conferences, review boards, NIH
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grant reviews, et cetera, et cetera, |
woul d say that that's not true.

Q. When you say "most bl adder
tumors are associated with an acquired

carcinogen exposure, you understand that
t hat includes tobacco use, correct?

A. Correct.

Q. Okay.

You go on to state in the next
paragraph of your rebuttal report marked
as Exhibit 6: Furthermore, other reliable
studi es have suggested that the
percentages of idiopathic bladder cancer
are far | ower than what Dr. Kates
suggests. For exampl e, Al-Zal abani et al.
2016 found that 81.8 percent of bl adder
cancer diagnoses were attributable to
modi fiable risk factors and 7 percent
attributable to genetic factors.

First of all, did I read that
correctly?

A. You did.
MR. CROMWELL: Okay.

" m going to hand you -- would
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you hand me 38? Sorry.
" m going to hand you what we're
mar ki ng as Exhibit 18.
(Sfakianos Exhibit 18,
Abdul mohsen study, was marked for
i dentification, as of this date.)
BY MR. CROMWELL
Q. And, Doctor, this is an article
by Al -Zal abani Abdul mohsen entitl ed
"Modi fiable risk factors for the
prevention of bladder cancer: a systematic
review of meta-analysis."”
s that correct?
A. Yes.
Q. This is the article you're

referring to in your rebuttal report?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. | f you would | ook at the
abstract.

A. Yes.

Q. And it -- and it just starts:

Each year 30,000 people are diagnosed with
bl adder cancer due to the high recurrence

rate of the disease, primary prevention is
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of primary bl adder cancer.
Further down in that

paragraph it states: Probabil i

combi ned.

And then it goes on i

or cigar smoking, antioxidant

and cruciferous vegetabl es. Fi

Page 311

paramount . Therefore, we reviewed al

met a- anal ysis on modifiable risk factors

sSsame

ty of

causation was calculated for individual

factors and a subset of |ifestyle factors

n that

paragraph to st ate: Statistically
significant associations were found for

current or former cigarette smoking, pipe,

suppl ementation, obesity, higher physical
activity levels, higher body | evels of
selenium and vitam n D, and higher intakes
of processed meat, vitam n A, vitam n E,

folate, fruit, vegetables, citrus fruit,

nal |y,

three occupations with the highest risk
were tobacco workers, dye workers, and
chi mney sweeps. The probability of

causation for individual factors range

from4 to 68 percent. The combi ned
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probability of causation was 81.8 percent.

First of all, did | read that
correctly?

A. You di d.
Q. Okay.

Doctor, just kind of breaking
some of this apart, are you of the opinion
t hat consumption of vitamn A or vitam n D
is a risk factor for the devel opment of
urothelial cancer?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. My opinion is indifferent. It's
what it says here, but | am-- | don't
know the vitam ns and -- and their effect

and have really studied them.

And again, there's a -- a weight
here based on these relative risks, so |
woul d ask a coll eague who knows and can
explain it to me a little bit more from
t hat standpoi nt.

Q. Okay.

Just | think | understand that,

but specifically we talked about your

clinical practice and that you have -- you
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don't typically inform patients to
decrease their vitam n or supplementa
vitam n intake due to potential exposures
to carcinogens, correct?

A. Correct.

Q. Are you of the opinion that
hi gher | evels of seleniumis a risk factor
for the devel opment of bl adder cancer?

A. Same -- same answer . I am not.

Q. Okay.

You testified just previously
t hat obesity by itself is not a
significant risk factor for the
devel opment of bl adder cancer, correct?

A. Correct.

Q. You understand that this article
is saying that there is a statistically
significant association for obesity?

A. Correct.

Q. Okay.

You understand that the
probability of causation, the 81.8
percent, is -- has to do with lifestyle

risk factors?
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A. Correct.

Q. Okay.

So if you were to | ook at
Exhi bit 18 page 815, it's table 1.

A. Okay.

Q. I f you were to | ook on the | eft
side it has "Risk Factor" and then the
first, kind of, portion of that is
"Lifestyle Factors."”

Do you see that?

A. Yes.

Q. And then if you go further down
t hat same column it eventually gets to
“"Occupational Factors"?

A. Yes.

Q. Ri ght above that has the
combi ned POC that you're referring to of
81.8 percent.

A. Yes.

Q. s that right?

So, the 81.8 percent has to do
with specific |ifestyle factors of total
fruit and vegetable consumption, processed

meat consumption, smoking and physi cal
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activity; is that right?

A. Yes.

Q. This is what makes up the
combi ned probability of causation; is that
right?

A. Yes.

Q. You would agree with me that

there is nothing in here in the 81.8

percent with regards to exposure to TCE,

PCE, benzene, or vinyl chloride; is that
right?

A. Not in here.

Q. And there's nothing specific in

here with regards to the consumption of

Camp Lejeune water; is that correct?
A. Correct.
Q. And you note in support -- or,

you reference this article to say that

genetic effects account for 7 percent of

bl adder cancer incidence; is that right?
A. Correct.
Q. And in your rebuttal report,

Exhi bit 6, at the bottom of page 2 you go

on to say that: Further, as Al -Zal abani
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notes, modifiable and genetic risk factors
do not include medical conditions which
woul d i nclude chronic bl adder infections
and other medical conditions. This means
at most, but probably less, 11.2 percent
of bl adder cancer diagnoses would be from
potentially unknown risk factors.

First of all, did I read that
correctly?

A. Correct.

Q. If lifestyle and genetic factors
account for 88.8 percent of the combined
probability of causation for bl adder
cancer and at most 11.2 percent are
potentially unknown risk factors, what
portion does that |eave for exposure to
TCE, PCE, benzene, or vinyl chloride?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. Il wouldn't -- | mean, the --
that's the -- that's a great question, and
| wouldn't even know how to answer t hat
because that's not something that was
studi ed here. So it would need to be

studi ed alongside everything and then we
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can get an answer to that.

| don't know what the percentage
of the population is that has exposure,
et cetera, et cetera. | don't -- |'m not
an epidemi ol ogist, don't do these studies.
But from that 11.2 percent, | would
assume. Or, you know, the other part of
it is we don't know how much overl ap there

iIs, so, you know.

Q. Well -- okay. Under st ood.
The 80 -- 81.8 percent
includes -- includes risk factors that you

do not consider to be actual risk factors
for bladder cancer development though; is

that correct?

A. Some of them and some not, yes.
Q. Okay.
Okay. | want to go back to

somet hing we touched on briefly before
which is your conclusion for M. Laramore.
| f you go to page -- Exhibit 4, page 21
because we've tal ked about Mr. Laramore's
risk factors, and you've concluded that:

Because | cannot find any risk factor that
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is more |likely than not to have
bl adder cancer, | conclude that
his risk factors is at | east as
not to be a cause including his

to chem cals at Camp Lejeune.

apart a little bit.

ot her .
Q. Okay.
A. So yes.
Q. And you've identified

Laramore's smoking history as a
factor, correct?

A. Correct.

Q. You' ve identified his

correct?

Page 318

caused his
each of
li kely as

exposure

So | just want to break that

It is your opinion that none of
Mr. Laramore's risk factors is more |ikely

t han not to have caused his bl adder

cancer; is that correct?
A. It is my opinion that |
cannot -- yes, | cannot differentiate one

causing the bl adder cancer more than the

Mr .

ri sk

occupational exposures as a risk factor,
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A. Correct.
Q. And you identified his exposure
to the water at Camp Lejeune as a risk

factor, correct?

A. Correct.

Q. Anything else as a potenti al
risk factor for himthat |'m m ssing?

A. Il think we missed one. The

di esel fumes, the solvent, the Camp
Lejeune water, and the tobacco.
Q. Okay.

So when | refer to occupational
exposures, | -- 1 guess |I'mreferring to
the solvent exposure as well as the diesel
fume exposures. s that fair?

A. | guess you could consider Camp

Lej eune an occupation as well.

Q. Well, you --
A. Yes.
Q. -- you separated out Camp

Lej eune exposure from occupati onal

exposur es.

A. Yes.
Q. So I'"m just following your
Golkow Technologies,
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metric.

But other than those items we
just discussed, any other known risk
factors that you're referring to in this
conclusion?

A. No.
Q. Okay.

Taking that apart, based on your
conclusion, you would agree that you do
not find Mr. Laramore's smoking history is
more |ikely than not to have caused his
bl adder cancer, correct?

A. | -- you know, doing an
i ndependent review of Mr. Laramore, those
are the risk factors, and | wanted to make
sure we pointed them all out, and there is
no way that it is possible to say that one
is more the cause of his bl adder cancer
than the other.

Q. Okay.

A. But we just need to make -- be
honest and show the risk factors, but also
be honest and say we will never know which

one it is that actually |l ed to his bl adder
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cancer .
Q. Okay.

So you're of the opinion that we
have no way of knowi ng which one of his
risk factors that you've identified is the
cause of his bladder cancer; is that

correct?

A. They -- they could be a single
one or it could be a combination of all of
t hem. You know, it -- it -- we just don't

know, yes.
Q. Okay.

Okay. So that being said,
because you do not find any risk factor
that is more |likely than not or a
combi nation of risk factors that's more
i kely than not, you reached the
conclusion that each of his risk factors
is at like -- is at |least as |ikely as not
to be the cause of his bladder cancer,
correct?

A. Correct.
Q. Okay.

And that means, just breaking
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t hat apart again, that means, in your
opinion, M. Laramore's smoking history is
at least as |ikely as not the cause of his
bl adder cancer, correct?

A. Correct.

Q. And that means M. Laramore's
occupational exposures to solvents and
di esel fumes are at |l east as |ikely as not

the cause of his bl adder cancer?

A. Yeah, those are --

Q. Correct?

A. -- possibly just because we
don't have all of the details, but we need
to include them as -- as at | east as

i kely as not.
Q. Okay.

And -- and also means that Mr.
Laramore's exposure to the water at Camp
Lejeune is at least as |ikely as not the
cause of his bladder cancer, correct?

A. Correct.
Q. s there a methodol ogy you are
relying upon to say that if you cannot

find any risk factor to be more |ikely
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than not to have caused a person's bl adder
cancer, then you reach the result that al
of them, all the risk factors are as | east
as likely as not the cause of their
bl adder cancer?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
A. Met hodol ogy, can you -- what --

what do you mean by "met hodol ogy"?

Q. l*"mtrying to -- so, I"'"ll just
forecast I'"'mtrying to understand how you
reach -- if you -- you say, | can't say
t hat any of themis more -- is more |likely

t han not, therefore each is at | east as
i kely as not.

So I'"'mtrying to understand is
there a met hodol ogy you used to reach that
conclusion?

A. Again, methodology is -- | mean,
| think you're using -- | used my
experience as a bl adder cancer clinician.
| used my experience in the research of
bl adder cancer to help me identify what
are risk factors. But there is no proven

analysis or test that you can do on the
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tissues, on the tumors, or on anything to
say that, one, that cancer is because of
this, right. And because you can't do
that, you can't make an assumption that
one plays more relevant role than the
ot her in developing the cancer when you
know all four are possible in causing the
cancer.

So that's, sort of, the thought
process behind how I came to that

conclusion, or summarized the process.

Q. Al'l right. That's fair.
It's been a day, so forgive me
if | did this already, but are you
treating -- for purposes of your

conclusion that you're offering for Mr.

Laramore, are you treating all the risk
factors as equivalent as potentially -- as
being at | east as |ikely as not cause of

his bl adder cancer?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
A. I mean, |'mtreating them all as
risk factors.

The -- the word "equivalent," |
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don't know how to answer that.
Q. Do you weigh them the same in
reaching your conclusion?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. If you consider -- yeah, | mean,
| treat them all as a risk factor. So |
guess they're all 100 percent a -- a risk

of devel oping bl adder cancer.

Q. Okay.

A. | can't tell you which one is
more of a risk or less of a risk or which
one did it or if it was a combination of
two or all four or three. They're all

risk factors, so.

Q. Okay.
And again, dose to each -- the
dose that a -- Mr. Laramore would have

been exposed to with regards to smoking,
with regards to a potential sol vent
exposure, with regards to diesel, and with
regards to Camp Lejeune is not irrelevant
in you reaching your conclusion in
attempting to differentiate between any of

the risk factors, correct?
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cancer in that scenario?

Page 326

MR. WALLACE: Obj ecti on.
A. | am not -- so, dose --
t oxi col ogy and epidem ol ogy is not my
forte.

What | know is that all four of
those risk factors can |l ead to bl adder
cancer. So -- and again, without a
solid -- solidified piece of data, you
know, saying here is the tissue fromthis
cancer, it shows X, Y, and Z, or whatever
it may be, you can't say one is the
cul prit more than the other.

Q. Got cha.

A. So that's -- that's, sort of,
the thought process.

Q. Okay.

So just in this situation
wi t hout tissue to -- to -- or something
t hat would differentiate the two, to the
extent that Mr. Laramore had a risk factor
for devel oping bladder cancer, each of
those is considered to be at | east as
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A. Correct. Because he has bl adder
cancer.

Q. Okay.

A. Ri ght, so we can't -- risk
factors are for us -- giving us, sort of,
a calculation maybe of will you ever have
t hat di sease, but these patients have the
cancer. We have the cancer. Il n my
opinion, it doesn't matter, you know, how
l[ittle the risk is or how big the risk is.
In a sense, they developed bl adder cancer.
They have it.

Q. Okay.

A. So we can't -- you know, we
can't go backwards, as we say.

Q. I f you have your Laramore

report, Exhibit 4, in front of you.

A. Yes.
Q. Woul d you | ook at page 19,
pl ease.
Okay. I f you | ook at the very
first not full paragraph, but very first

paragraph on page 19 there is a sentence

at the bottom, the very | ast sentence of
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t hat paragraph that starts "In a simlar
way . "
Do you see where |'m | ooking?
A. Yes.
Q. You write: In a sim | ar way, a

risk factor that relies on specul ative
inferences cannot be considered on the
same | evel as risk factors that are on a
stronger footing.

First of all, did I read that
correctly?

A. Correct.

Q. How do you -- how do you
consider Mr. Laramore's solvent exposure,
for example given we don't know what he
was exposed to, the time, or the duration
he was exposed to, with his smoking

hi story of at | east 30 pack years?

A. So, again, this goes back to
the, sort of, same answer | gave before.
lt's -- you know, when we're | ooking at

risk factors and you're trying to predict
if you're going to get a disease, right,

but these patients have the disease. So
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having the disease is different in making
these types of conclusions and
assumptions, right.

So any risk factor that has the
potential to |lead to the cancer needs to

be considered 'cause you have the cancer
in these two patients.

So, right, the -- Iike |
menti oned before as well, the diesel fumes
and the solvents, there's probably weaker
informati on and dat a. So not sure how
exactly to put them in, but you can't
ignore them, right, because they're
present. So that's why all four are risk
factors or considerations of devel oping
Mr. Laramore's cancer.

Q. Al'l right.

If -- 1if M. Laramore had not
devel oped bl adder cancer, or did not have
bl adder cancer, would you be weighing or
considering his risk factors that you've
identified differently?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. | don't understand that

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division www.veritext.com
Case 7:23-cv-00897-RJ  Document 507-6  Filed 08/26/25 Page 330 of 481



co N o o b~ W N B

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Page 330

guestion.

Q. Well, you've told me that
because he has bl adder cancer, that you
can consi der each of his risk factors
being at | east as |likely as not.

l*"mtrying to understand if you
woul d somehow wei gh his risk factors
differently than that if he had not yet
been diagnosed with bl adder cancer.

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. So, | wouldn't necessarily weigh
them differently, but if somebody doesn't
have the di sease that you're concerned
about because of their risk factors,
that's where you screen patients, right.
So that's where you would say okay, you
have these.

If | personally in my practice,
if Mr. Laramore came in and had somet hi ng
li ke blood in his urine or something, |
woul d strongly want to do all the tests
possible to rule out bl adder cancer.

Q. Ri ght .

A. So that's, |ike, sort of the
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difference the way we use risk factors
clinically. Simlar to smoking and all of
a sudden now we're screening everybody
with chest CT scans because of the known
risk factor for lung cancer.

So, | -- you know, you |l ook at
it differently from a patient who doesn''t
have the di sease and a patient who has the
di sease. I f you have the disease and you
know you have the disease, you have to
consider all the risk factors, but you
can't -- unless there is a proven test to
say this risk factor causes this cancer
because you find this, and in this case we
don't have any of that, so you can't say
one is more than the other.

Q. Ri ght .

But getting back to my original
guestion, if you -- if M. Laramore was
not diagnosed with bl adder cancer, would
you be weighing or |l ook at -- would you
find that certain risk factors of his
woul d be more significant than others in

t hat scenari o?
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For instance, would you find his
smoking to be more significant than his
sol vent exposure given the information
t hat you have?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. No .

Q. Okay. Ok ay.

For Mr. Cagiano, you state that
the only risk factor for him had -- that
he had for devel oping UTUC was
contami nated water at Camp Lejeune; is
t hat correct?

A. Correct.

Q. And this is based on your review
of the general causation reports from --
plaintiff general causation reports; is
t hat correct?

A. Correct.

Q. Okay.

We kind of danced around this
before, but did you review any
epidemi ol ogi cal studies that eval uated
whet her UTUC was a specific health

endpoint for exposure to TCE, PCE,
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benzene, or vinyl chloride?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. | -- 1 don't remember. No, |
don't think so.
Q. Okay.

As you're sitting here, you

don't recall?
A. No.
Q. Okay.

Do you know whet her the
plaintiffs' general causation experts that
you're relying upon ever reached their
conclusions by evaluating kidney cancer
epidemi ol ogi cal studies rather than
bl adder cancer epidemi ol ogical studies?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. | don't know.
Q. Okay.
Doctor, | want to talk about,

kind of, the medical side for M. Laramore
and Mr. Cagiano. | might be able to
short-circuit this, we'll see.

You understand for Mr. Laramore,

you understand that in 2018, he was
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experiencing mcroscopic blood in his

urine; iIs that correct?

A. Correct.

Q. And in March 2020, his urologist
was Dr. Henry Ruiz and |ocated a -- a mass
inside his bladder via ultrasound; is that

correct?
A. Correct.
Q. Okay.

You understand that Mr. Laramore
had a -- a urologist prior to his bl adder
cancer diagnosis because he had ot her
urol ogical issues that he was being
treated for, correct?

A. Correct.
Q. Okay.
When the mass was found in March

2020, he was referred to Dr. Ruiz's

coll eague, Dr. David Alonzo; is that
right?

A. Sounds correct, yes.

Q. Okay.

And then in April of 2020, Dr.

David Alonzo performed a TURBT, correct?
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A. Correct.

Q. And Dr. Alonzo resected two
tumors; is that right?

A. Correct.

Q. And the initial path --

pat hol ogy findings was a papillary
urothelial carcinoma invasive high grade

with the tumor invading the | am na propria

and detrusor muscle; is that right?

A. That was the pathology report,
correct.

Q. That's the original pathology
report?

A. Correct.

Q. And what happened with Dr.
Al anzo took -- Alonzo took three biopsies

of one of the tumors, and one of the three
bi opsies indicated that the tumor could be
muscl e-invasive, correct?

A. Correct.

Q. You understand that Dr. Alonzo
sent those slides to Dr. Jonathan Epstein
at John Hopkins to re-exami ne the

pat hol ogy?
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A. Correct.
Q. Do you know Dr. Epstein?
A. Just by reputation.
Q. Okay.
Did you -- you read Dr. Hitt"'s,
one of his -- one of M. Laramore's

treating physician was Dr. Warren Hitt,
correct?

A. Yes.

Q. And Dr. Hitt considered Dr.

Epstein the | eading authority on urinary

pat hol ogy in the world; is that right?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ecti on.
A. Il mean, | think he's a very

prom nent urological pathologist.

Published a | ot of |iterature.
Q. Okay.
A. | wouldn't say there's only one

person in the world that is --

Q. Under st and.

A. But, yes, he's a well-respected

pat hol ogi st .
Q. Okay.
A. Uropat hol ogi st .
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Q. And Dr. Epstein re-exam ned the
pat hol ogy as a high grade T1 versus T2,

correct?

A. Correct.
Q. Tl being, | guess, stage 1
versus stage 2, is that what we're talking

about with Tl versus T2?
A. Yes.
Q. Okay.
You opined in your report that
Dr. Epstein confirmed invasive high grade
papillary urothelial carcinoma with
associated insight to urotheli al

carci noma, correct?

A. Correct.
Q. So this is where |I'm dependi ng
on your answer will short-circuit this.
What do you mean by "invasive"

in that opinion?
A. Stage 1 is invasive.
Q. Okay.
So to be clear, Dr. Epstein was
not saying that it was muscle-invasive

stage 2 bl adder cancer, correct?

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division www.veritext.com
Case 7:23-cv-00897-RJ  Document 507-6  Filed 08/26/25 Page 338 of 481



co N o o b~ W N B

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Page 338

A. No. He identified muscul aris
mucosa, which is stage 1 disease.

Q. Okay.

So just to re-ask my question,

Dr. Epstein was not saying that it was
muscl e-i nvasive stage 2 bl adder cancer,
correct?

A. To clarify, there's muscul aris

mucosa, muscul aris propria.

Q. Yes.

A. Muscul aris propria is stage 2
di sease. Muscul aris mucosa is stage 1
di sease.

So he did not identify a
muscul aris propria invasion, so he still

t hought it was stage 1 disease.

Q. Stage 1.
A. Yes.
Q. Okay.
So, when you say "invasive,"

you're referring to the level of the
muscl e, but not that he had
muscl e-i nvasive stage 2 bl adder cancer,

correct?
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A. Correct.

Q. Okay. Al'l right.

In fact, Dr. Epstein wrote that
additional -- sorry.

Dr. Epstein specifically noted:
lt's difficult to distinguish whether --

MR. CROMWELL: Strike that.

Q. Based off Dr. Epstein's
findings, Dr. Alonzo recommended a
restaging TURBT to determi ne the extent of
the disease.

s that correct?

A. That is correct.

Q. Okay.

You agree at this point M.
Laramore was not diagnosed with
muscl e-invasive stage 2 bl adder cancer,

correct?

A. Correct.
Q. He subsequently moved to Panama
City, Florida where he saw Dr. Hitt; is

that correct?
A. Correct.

Q. And that's when he underwent the
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restaging TURBT, correct?

A. If I remember correctly, | would
have to | ook, but sounds correct, yes.

Q. Okay.

And is it your recollection that

t hat restaging TURBT was benign with
i nflammati on consistent with prior
surgical resection?

A. Correct.

Q. Okay.

| should have asked this before,

Doctor, but what is BCG?

A. BCG is a -- stands for Bacillus
Cal mette -- Calmette-Guerin. It is
basically the tubercul osis bacterium
that's been attenuated and is used as a
t herapy for nonmuscl e-invasive bl adder
cancer.

Q. So | think you said that BCG is
typically used for nonmuscl e-invasive
bl adder cancer treatment, correct?

A. Correct.

Q. Okay.

And that's how Mr. Laramore was
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treated; is that correct?
A. Correct.
Q. Okay.

To date, do you know how many
rounds of BCG treatment M. Laramore has
undergone?

A. If | remember correctly, two.
Q. Okay.

You understand that Mr. Laramore

received routine cystoscopies post his

original diagnosis that came back as

nonmal i gnant until fall of 2023, correct?
A. Fall of 2023, correct.
Q. Okay.
And at that time, he -- a biopsy

showed he had a high grade T1 with no

muscle in the specimen; is that correct?
A. Correct.
Q. Okay.
And at -- subsequent to that,
that's when he went -- underwent his
second i nduction course of BCG, is that

right, in the spring of 20247
A. Correct.
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Q. Okay.
And the | ast medical record
showing Mr. Laramore underwent a
cystoscopy appears to be from September of
2024 which showed the presence of two
small papillary |lesions, and cytol ogy
report stated that urine cytology was
beni gn and negative for malignant cells.
I s that your recollection?
A. Correct.
Q. Okay.
Doctor, would you agree at this
point that Mr. Laramore appears to be
di sease free for the | ast year, year and a
hal f ?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
A. | don't have any records for the
| ast year, so |'m unsure. l -- 1 can't

answer that question.

Q. Okay.
Woul d you agree that given his
current -- assuming his current status
remai ns, he will continue to need

observational cystoscopies quarterly until
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he is two years from his |ast occurrence
or until December of 2025? Is that the
standard of care?

A. It would be 2026.

Q. So he would get quarterly
cystoscopies for three years?

A. lt's 2024 where he had the BCG,
so then September he had a recurrence
2024. So 2025, 2026, two years.

Q. Okay.

A. I f he does not have a

recurrence.

Q. Got it.
A. And obviously if he does, that
changes.
Q. Under st ood.
Okay. So then he would need
routine cystosc -- or observational
cystoscopies every six months until he is

four years out from his diagnosis, so
spring of 2028; is that right?

A. Again, it sounds |ike you are
using the AUA recommendati ons. So if you

follow these recommendati ons, yes.
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Q. Do you follow those
recommendati ons?

A. | do.

Q. Okay.

And then he would need
observational cystoscopies every year
until ten years out from his BCG
treatment, so until the spring of 2034; is
that right?

A. Correct.
Q. Okay.

Woul d you al so agree that he
woul d need CT i maging every two years --
or every year until two years out, so
again spring 20267?

A. Correct.
Q. Okay.

And then after that, every two
years until he was ten years out; is that
correct?

A. Correct.
Q. Okay.
As you sit here, do you have any

way of knowi ng whether M. Laramore wil|l
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have a recurrence of his bladder cancer?

A. | do not.

Q. Al'l right.

Have you formed an opinion as to
what percentage or chance he would have of
any kind of recurrence at this point,
given that he is a year to a year and a
hal f out from his | ast diagnosis?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. | would just use what the -- you
know, what we've | earned throughout my
training and, you know, reviews and
literatures and so forth for T1 high grade
bl adder cancers, you know, roughly 40 to
50 percent of the patients have a
recurrence.

Q. Okay.

A. He's had a recurrence, so that,
ki nd of, goes up now for future
recurrences, but can't be certain.

Q. Okay.

So at this point, it's your
opinion that he would have a 40 to 50

percent chance of additional recurrence
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given that he's one to one and a half

years out, somewhere in there?

A. Well, that and he already had a
recurrence after his BCG, so.

Q. Ri ght . l*m -- |'m measuring
from his |ast treatment. So | don't know

if that changes your opinion or not.
A. So, no, that's what -- |'m
just -- what |I'"musing to make t hat

esti mate.

Q. Okay.

A. Yeah.

Q. Al'l right.

A. The fact that he's had a

recurrence already plus that.
Q. Okay.

If he did have a recurrence, do
you have any way of knowi ng whet her Mr.
Laramore's recurrence would be non - -
nonmuscl e-invasive versus muscle-invasive?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. No way.
Q. Okay.

Bei ng di sease free for more than
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a year to a year and a half, would you
agree that Mr. Laramore's risk of another
nonmuscl e-invasive recurrence would be
approxi mately 35 percent?

A. So, | would say the approxi mate
ri sk of him devel oping muscle-invasive is
about 20 to 40 percent.

Q. Yeah.

A. So about 60 to 70 percent
nonmuscl e-invasive recurrence.

Q. Okay. Got it.

And just to be clear, those are
the percentages the chance if he had a
recurrence, the type of recurrence it
woul d be, correct?

A. Correct.

Q. Okay.

If Mr. Laramore had a recurrence
of nonmuscl e-invasive bl adder cancer,
woul d you agree that his options would be
a radical cystectomy or urinary -- and
urinary diversion or a second I|line
bl adder-preserving therapy?

A. Il think it would depend on his
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pat hol ogy, his, you know, what --
nonmuscl e-invasive bl adder cancer
encompasses multiple stages, multiple
grades. So it all will be dependent.

Q. Okay.

But would those be two options

for him?

A. I f he has high-risk
nonmuscl e-invasive recurrence, yes.

I f he has |l ow-risk or

intermedi ate-ri sk, those are options. But
for low-risk, it would -- the cystectomy
woul d not be an option. For
i mmedi ate-risk, it would be an option, but
it would be further down the |ine.

Q. Okay.

A. For high-risk it would be, you
know, high up on the different -- on the

options, so.

Q. If it was |l ow- or medium-risk,
woul d the primary treatment be another
round of BCG?

A. That would be, sort of, higher

on the option, but of course, |like you
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said, for intermediate, the cystectomy
would still be there. For lTow-risk it

woul d not .

Q. Okay.

Doctor, you spoke with Mr.
Laramore's |ife care planner, M chael
Fryer; iIs that correct?

A. Yes.
Q. Okay.

You spoke to him on January
22nd, 2025; is that right?

A. Yes, that sounds about right.
Q. Okay.
According to himin his report,
you indicated it was |ikely M. Laramore
woul d require bl adder removal in the

future due to recurrence of the bl adder

cancer; 1Is that correct?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
A. Yes.
Q. Okay.

And is Mr. Fryer representing
your opinion correctly?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ecti on.
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A. What -- what opinion is he

representing?

Q. Yeah, yeah, yeah. unf ai r.
A. Yes.

Q. Sorry.

A. No probl em.

MR. CROMWELL: Woul d you hand me
52, please?
" m going to hand you what we're

mar ki ng as Exhibit 19.

(Sfakianos Exhibit 19, Inquis

Surgical Cost Analysis 02/06/2025, was

mar ked for identification, as of this

date.)
BY MR. CROMWELL:

Q. This is a copy, Doctor, of Mr.
Fryer's Iife care plan for M. Laramore,;
is that correct?

A. Yes.

Q Have you ever seen this before?

A. | have not.

Q Okay.

If you would, please turn to --
well, it was about five pages in, it was
Golkow Technologies,
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not numbered, but it is a letter to you
dated January 22nd, 2025 from Mr. Fryer.

A. A letter to me? | don't think
it's a letter, but --

Q. | apol ogi ze. Seven pages in.

A. One, two, three, four, five,
Si X, seven.

Q. One more maybe.

A. Ei ght .

Q. Yes.

A. Yes.

Q. Doctor, this is a |letter dated
January 22nd, 2025 from Mr. M chael Fryer
to you; is that correct?

A. This was an email, yes.

Q It was an email ?

A. Yes.

Q Al'l right.

And you recall receiving this
emai | ?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay.

And this is essentially Mr.
Fryer's recounting of what you have -- you
Golkow Technologies,
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and him have tal ked about: is that

correct?

A. Yes.
Q. Okay.
Bull et number 1 you state -- you
explain it is medically likely Mr.
Laramore will require bladder removal in

the future due to recurrence of bl adder

cancer for him <correct?

A. Yes.
Q. Okay.
What percentage are -- would you

give Mr. Laramore having a recurrence of
his bladder cancer?

A. So, at this point in time or
fromthe initial diagnosis? ' Cause this
was before he had his recurrence.

So fromthis -- when we spoke
about in this time.

Q. Well, just to be clear, this is
dated January 2025, right? So his
recurrence had already occurred.

A. | did not have those records. I

just received those records. | did know
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t hat he had a recurrence.
Q. At the time you had this?
A. Yes, at the time | had this, I

did not know he had a recurrence.

Q. Sure.

A. So that's why |I'm asking. So
from now or from when | had this?

Q. Well, let's start from -- let's
start from now that you have all his
records.

A. Okay.

Q. What is -- what percentage
chance do you -- in your opinion, would it
be for himto have -- require bl adder

removal due to recurrence of bl adder
cancer ?

A. | would say it's roughly 40 to
60 percent.

Q. Have you -- you testified before
you have not had any conversations with
Mr. Laramore.

Have you ever had any
conversations with his treating physician,

Dr. Alonzo?
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A. | have not.

Q. Have you ever had any
conversations with any of his treating
physicians?

A. | have not.

Q. Okay.

Do you know what kind of
treatment Mr. Laramore would select if he
did have a recurrence of his bl adder
cancer?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. | *m sorry, could you repeat the
guestion?

Q. Do you know what kind -- we were
tal king about different potenti al

treatments depending on the type of

recurrence he has.
Do you know what Kkind of
treatment Mr. Laramore would select if he
were to have a recurrence of bl adder
cancer ?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.
A. No i dea.
Q. Okay.
Golkow Technologies,
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In the | ast bullet point, again
| ooking at page -- or, Exhibit 19, same
email -slash-letter, the bullet states:

You indicated it is medically difficult at
present to precisely outline Mr.
Laramore's |life expectancy without first
havi ng knowl edge regarding the state of
the cancer recurrence. You noted survival
rates five years after bl adder cancer can
vary and range in the literature from 20
percent to 95 percent depending on the
stage of the disease with only 20 percent
of patients with stage 4 cancer
statistically being alive in five years.
Al so you expl ained bl adder removal for the
treat ment of stage 1 cancer can be
considered a cure for the patient and that
95 percent of patients with stage 1 are
alive in five years.

First of all, did I read that

correctly?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Okay.
And this was your -- was this
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your opinion as of January 22nd, 20257?

Yes.

Has that changed since you have

received additional medical records? Hav e
any of your opinions changed since you
received additional medical records

related to Mr. Laramore's recurrence?

The -- knowing that he has a

recurrence now, | do worry that the risk

of him needing a cystectomy does go up

more than --

How - -

So closer to 60 percent.

Okay.

And would you still agree that

here, you cannot offer an

opinion as to Mr. Laramore's life
expectancy; is that correct?
A. Correct.
Q. Okay.
Al'l right. Al most there.
Doct or, for purposes of your
Cagiano -- Mr. Cagiano's report, is it

fair to say you're treating M. Cagiano's

877-370-3377
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UTUC under the umbrella of urothelial

carcinoma?

A.
Q.

Yes.

And at various points throughout

your report, you make comparisons between

UTUC and bl adder cancer; is that correct?

A.
Q.

Correct.

You note, for instance, that

UTUC has simlar risk factors to bl adder

cancer; 1Is that correct?

A. Correct.

Q. You al so discuss common genetic
alterations -- or, you discuss genetic
alterations that are common to both UTUC
and bl adder cancer; is that correct?

A. Ri ght . That's the research |'ve

publi shed numerous times on.

Q.

A,

Q.
pat hways
and bl ad
i's that

A.

Ri ght .
Yes.

And you agree that the genetic

| eading to tumorigenesis in UTUC
der cancer are strikingly simlar;
right?

Are -- are simlar, but not
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exactly the same on -- in every instance,
yes.
Q. Okay.

You have mentioned a few times
certain risk factors related to UTUC t hat
are different than what may be normal risk
factors for bladder cancer: 1 s that
correct?

A. Yes.
Q. Does that include, help me with

the pronunciation, phenacetin?

A. Yes.
Q. Okay.
That includes aristolochic --
A. Ari stol ochic acid.
Q. Aristolochic acid as well as

chronic kidney stones and bl adder
infections; is that correct?

A. So, not bl adder infections
‘cause that's in the bladder, but kidney
stones coul d.

Q. Okay.

s it your opinion that --

MR. CROMWELL: Well, strike
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t hat .

Q. Doct or, you would agree that
it's your opinion that it is necessary to
moni tor and treat Mr. Cagiano's bl adder

for any follow-up issues with M.

Cagi ano's UTUC; is that correct?
A. So, again, the urothelium where
this disease initiates is the |ining of

the holl ow part of the kidney, or the
renal pelvis, the ureter which comes al
the way down to the bl adder, the bl adder,
and a part of the prostatic urethra. And
so when we speak about the similar
pat hogenesis, it's whatever metabolite
t hat causes a cancer comes into the urine
from the kidney and that can touch
basically any part of that urinary system,
so anywhere that urine touches, and can
| ead to damage that can devel op bl adder
cancer.

So upper tract urothelial
carcinoma, there's two thought processes,
and again this is what my -- my research

| ooked at, whether 1it's -- is it whatever
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caused the damage up here also caused the
damage down here, or did cancer cells,

sort of, leak from up here and then find a
home in the bl adder.

So, 70 percent of patients who
have upper tract urotheli al cancer
devel op a bl adder cancer recurrence. Why
one or the other happened, we're not --
you know, it's hard to tell. But that's
why you have to constantly check the

bl adder of upper tract urothelial cancer

patients.
Q. Okay.
To check the bl adder, would you
be doing surveillance cystoscopi es?
A. Correct.
Q. Are surveillant cystoscopies

also able to evaluate the upper tract
area, or is it confined to the bl adder?
A. Confined to the bl adder.
Q. Okay.
You understand M. Cagiano began
surveillant cystoscopies following the

removal of his left kidney in September of
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2018: i1s that correct?

A. Correct.
Q. Okay.

And eventually Mr. Cagiano was
transitioned to surveillant cystoscopies
on a yearly basis; is that correct?

A. Correct.
Q. Al'l right.

And at | east from June 2024, Mr.

Cagi ano's -- had a MRI that showed - -
confirmed the |left nephrectomy without
evidence of cancer recurrence; is that
correct?

A. Correct.

Q. Woul d you agree at this point
that Mr. Cagiano is now in remi ssion?

A. So, the word "remi ssion" is
al ways chall enging when we use the word
“caner . " So | think that he has no
evidence of disease.

Q. Okay.

A. But still has to be surveill ed
and foll owed.

Q. Under st ood.
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Woul d you agree he is unlikely
to experience a distant recurrent --
di stant recurrence of UTUC or bl adder

cancer at this point?

A. What are we defining |ess
i kely?

Q. Less than 50 percent.

A. | would say yes.

Q. Okay.

Woul d you agree that most
bl adder cancer recurrences after UTUC are
in the first two years after diagnosis?
A. Most distant recurrences, Yyes.
And to some extent, the bl adder

recurrences as well.

Q. Okay.

A. It also does depend on the
grade, stage, you know, multi -- multiple
factors in -- in that, but | would say in

generally speaking, yes.
Q. Okay.
Woul d you agree that Mr.
Cagi ano's chances of bl adder cancer

recurrence are very | ow?
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hi gh chance of
recurrence.
Q.
recurrence?
A. I f we'
than 50 percent
l -- |I"m sorry,
i kely, | forgot
say he still
chance of
Q. Okay.
this point?
A.

Q.

Yes.
Okay.

years?
A. Af ter
Q. Yeah.
A. They -

WAL LACE:

havi ng bl adder

Even being seven years out

So you would dis --
di sagree then that --

recurrences after
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Obj ecti on.

d still say that he has a

devel oping a bl adder

He has a high chance of

re going to use the more
that you used earlier --
| ess

but |

more |ikely or

what it was, woul d

has more than 50 percent

recurrence.

at

you woul d
t hat bl adder

UTUC are

cancer
rare after ten

ten years.

- yeah, that significantly
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drops, yes.
Q. Okay.

If Mr. Cagiano did have
recurrence or distant bl adder cancer,
woul d you agree that it |ikely would be
| ow grade, that's how it typically
presents?

A. | would -- | would say not --
not necessarily, no. You know, there's
pl enty of high grade bl adder recurrences

after upper tract urothelial carcinoma.

Q. Okay.

A. So statistically speaking, |
think it would -- i1t's hard for me to say
that it would be more like -- you know,
more -- | ow grade 'cause high grade is
also a risk as well, yes.

Q. Okay.

As you sit here, if he did have

a recurrence of a distant bl adder cancer,

you don't know how it would present. Fair
to say?

A. How it would present, no.

Q. Okay.
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A. This is why we do cystoscopies.
Q. Ri ght .
Woul d you agree at this point
t hat Mr. Cagiano's type of cancer is not
considered to be life-threatening?

A. Life-threatening meaning that
he's going to die from the cancer?

Q. Correct.

A. |l -- | would say that my concern
is the sequelae from the treatment of his
bl adder cancer. He does have some renal
insufficiency. So, you know, | personally
consider that because of his cancer

because i f he didn't have the cancer, he

woul dn't necessarily have that. So | do
worry about his renal insufficiency, so.
Q. Okay.

You would agree that in your
report you noted there is no predicting if
or when Mr. Cagiano's renal function will
deteriorate further, correct?

A. Correct.
Q. Okay.

You al so made mention of Mr.

Golkow Technologies,
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an opinion as to whether Mr.
prostate cancer
previous UTUC, correct?
A. Correct.

Q. Okay.

You understand t hat

iIs somehow rel at ed

Mr .

Page 366

Cagi ano's prostate cancer in your report,;
is that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. You'd agree you're not offering

Cagi ano's

to his

Cagi ano

underwent an open radical prostatectomy in
February of 2025; is that right?
A. Yes.

MR. CROMWELL: Doctor, i f we can
go off the record, maybe give me five
m nutes to see what | have to --

THE W TNESS: Sure.

MR. CROMWELL: -- follow up, if
anything, and then I'IlIl give it over
to you.

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: The ti me
right now is 4:13 p.m

We are off the record.

(Recess taken.)
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THE VI DEOGRAPHER: The ti me
right now is 4:31 p.m
We are back on the record.
BY MR. CROMWELL:
Q. Doctor, we left off talking
about Mr. Cagiano, and you mentioned that
the Iikelihood of a recurrence for Mr.

Cagi ano after ten years drops.

Do you recall that testimony?
A. Yes.
Q. Can you tell me what it drops
to? What is the |likelihood of recurrence

post ten years diagnhosis?
A. Just guesstimating, | would say
about ten years is probably less than
ten -- five to 10 percent.
Q. Five to 10 percent, okay.
And is it your understanding

t hat Mr. Cagiano's plan is to undergo

surveillant cystoscopies in the near
future?

A. | can't answer that question.

Q. Okay.

A. | don't have any records or have
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spoken to him

Q. Okay.

If he continued to receive
surveillant cystoscopies, do you have an
opinion as to what grade of any recurrence
he would have?

MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

BY MR. CROMWELL:

Q. I f any?

A. | do not.

MR. CROMWELL: Okay.

Doctor, thank you, very much for
your time. Those are all the
questions | have.

Your counsel may have a few.

MR. WALLACE: | do.

EXAM NATI ON BY
MR. WALLACE:

Q. Dr. Sfakianos, we've talked
about a | ot of things today, and 1"
circle back on some of them, but one of
the things we -- we haven't talked much
about is your background, and so I'd |ike

to give you the opportunity for anybody

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division WWWw.veritext.com

Case 7:23-cv-00897-RJ  Document 507-6  Filed 08/26/25 Page 369 of 481




co N o o b~ W N B

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Page 369

who mi ght be reading this transcript to
understand a |little bit more about your,
ki nd of, educational experiences.

So if you could explain maybe
starting from medical school on, kind of,

what your education has been?

A. Sure.
So, | went to medical school at
the University of Buffalo in -- in New
Yor k. Graduated in four years and then

was accepted to an internship and a
resi dency at SUNY Downstate here in
Brooklyn, New York. My internship was in
general surgery, and then my residency was
in urology.

Kind of had a passion for -- for
research and cancer my whole |ife. So
| *ve been in a research | aboratory since
coll ege. | actually went to college here
in Hunter here in New York, and then |'ve

been in the | aboratory starting off at New

York Presbyterian Cornell when | was, |
think, a junior in -- in high school.
Ever since then, it's been a passion of
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m ne to -- to study cancer.
So in residency, | was a urology
resident and then decided to -- to

continue my passion, which was urologic
oncol ogy. So | did a fellowship at
Memori al Sl oan Kettering Cancer Center. I
spent one year in the | aboratory doing
bench research, and then | spent one year
clinically with patients doing surgery,

et cetera. And then joined the Icahn
School of Medicine roughly eleven years
now, and since then |'ve had both a
research entrants. So | have, | think we
di scussed, the | aboratory research that |
do, part of the translational work, along
with clinical trial work all focused on
nonmuscl e-invasive bl adder cancer -- or
should say most focused on

nonmuscl e-invasive bl adder cancer and a
little on muscle-invasive bl adder cancer.
So | run all phases of clinical trials. I
have two NIHR-1 grants that | am a Pl on
or co-Pl on. I have numerous other smal

grants all focused on studying bl adder
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cancer.

Q.

Q.

A.

urol ogy

students,
t hi nk

Page 371

For termi nology's sake, when you

terms of put

say you're the Pl on something, what does

t hat mean?
A. Principal investigator.
Q. Okay.
And what significance is that?
A. It means |'m the | ead. So I'm
the -- like in these two |I'm the co-Pl, so
| am the | ead along with my partner in

ting together the grants and

obtaining the funding.

Do you do any -- any teaching in

addition to

resi

it's t

any clinical work do you?
do. | teach residents,

dent s. | -- 1 also teach

masters students, or have taught masters

cancer bi -- cancer biology |

he name of the course, but |

specifically focus on teaching prostate

cancer and bl adder cancer. And | -- |
have a fellow that | teach. | teach

medi cal students, college students, you
know, plethora of -- of teaching in terms
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of both clinically, so my clinica
practice, or also in the | aboratory.

Q. Thank you.

You testified about research
t hat you perform

Can you give us a little bit
mor e understanding of what research topics
you get into?

A. So, broadly speaking, 'cause |
won't bore you with the details, it's al
around nonmuscl e-invasive bl adder cancer,
specifically I ooking at BCG unresponsive
nonmuscl e-invasive bl adder cancer, and |
think I had mentioned previously | ooking
to identify new therapies to help the
patients who -- who have that unfortunate
situation where the BCG doesn't work for
their cancer.

| also do a variety of other,
you know, muscl e-invasive work, metastatic
wor k. That is more in -- in -- in -- 1in
combi nation with our medical oncol ogists.

Q. Does any of your research focus,

| ook at the intersection of between smoke
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and bl adder cancer?

A. | don't specifically ook at the
intersection between smoking and bl adder
cancer, but my | aboratory, we've in the
past used a mouse model that we basically
give them the metabolites from smoking in
their drinking water to give them bl adder
cancer so we can actually study that.

Q. Okay. Al'l right. Thank you.

So, your | ab work, does that
involve -- sorry, what sort of speci mens

do you |l ook at in your | ab work?

A. The majority, because it is
transl ational, we -- we | ook at tumor
tissue. We | ook at some nor mal,
guote/unquote, bl adder. We | ook at bl ood,

and we | ook at wurine.
Q. Okay.
In | ooking at tumor tissues,
those are bl adder tumor tissues?
A. Yes.
Q. Okay. And so | ooking at bl adder
tumor tissues, are these specimens from

some of your own patients or exclusively
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from other people's patients?

A. The majority are from my
patients.
Q. Okay.
And so, in |ooking at the
tumor -- excuse me, the bl adder tumor

speci mens from your patients, you know i f
somebody is, for example, has risk factor
of smoking, for example?
MR. CROMWELL: Object to form
A. | would know that for my
patients, yes.
Q. Okay.
And you would also know if
| ooking at these bl adder tumor speci mens
from your patients if they had other risk
factors besides smoking; is that correct?
MR. CROMWELL: Same objection.
A. Correct, there -- | would know
that from my patients, yes.
Q. Okay.
So, under -- under microscope,
how do bl adder tumor speci mens vary

bet ween risk factors?
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A. Ri ght, so, | review the
pat hol ogy with the -- the tissue your

pat hol ogi sts, you know, cause |I'm not a
trained pathol ogist, of course, but you
can't differentiate, you know, a tumor
comi ng, and | think | mentioned this
before, from one risk factor versus the
ot her. You mostly could say this is a
bl adder cancer or a bl adder tumor and this
is the stage and grade of the disease.

Q. s there anything that you can
note -- identify from a bladder tumor
speci men that would help you determine if

this person's bl adder cancer was caused by

any particular risk factor?

A. So, | think we had mentioned
this before as well. Someti mes squamous
cell carcinoma. So if I know that the
patient has a chronic in-dwelling Foley

catheter and it's a squamous cel
carcinoma, you can really correlate those
two being from one | eading to the other,
yes.

Q. Okay.
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Now what about wurotheli al
carci nomas?

A. Not hi ng from urotheli al
carci nomas.

Q. Okay. So | ooking at a
urothelial carcinoma under the microscope,
you are not able to determ ne if that
person's bl adder -- excuse me, urotheli al
carcinoma was caused by any particul ar
risk factor?

A. Correct. It -- and it's, like |
menti oned before, not only by | ooking
under, but there's no test that can really
tell us it's because of one risk factor
versus the other.

Q. Okay. Thank you.

| want to switch gears here.
You had mentioned earlier today that the
bl adder cancer is a storage vessel.

Can you explain what you mean

about that?

A. So, the bl adder is a storage
vessel, or a storage organ.
Q. Excuse me, yes.
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ot her
wi | |

bl adder
renal pelvi
will sit
" m sorry.

components
some cases,

cases | ess

A.

met abolites or,
t hings
go from our

t hrough

in our

a storage organ.

Lej eune ends up

Yes,

you know,

into our

the ureter,

S Iin the ureter,

urine --

The urine with

will sit in our

hours and, you
t han hours. So

It will

uri ne,

ki dney down

in our

Page 377

A. Yeah.
So what that means is that the
urine that we make from our kidney, so our
kidneys will filter blood and put certain

el ectrolytes or

the urine
to our

t hrough the

and then it

bl adder,

all of its

bl adder for, in
know, i n some

that's why it's

keep the urine

there until we're ready to -- to void and
excrete it.

Q. From your review of the
plaintiffs' general causation expert
reports, do you know whether or not any of
the metabolites from the chemicals that
i ndividuals that were exposed to at Camp

in the bl adder ?

there are multiple
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met abolites that end up filtered through
the kidney and the urine stored in the
bl adder until excreted.
Q. Thank you.

| want to switch gears again
her e. So, you include a section on
general causation in your report.

Why was it important to you to
include a section on general causation?

A. Il think you need to -- for me it

was i mportant because | needed to
understand exactly the -- the -- what --
so, | needed to understand the whol e
picture of what |'d been asked to do to
better identify specifically what 1've
been asked to do.

So, what | mean that, you know,
TCE, PCE, benzene, vinyl chloride, those
are important components in the specific
guestion | was asked, and | wanted to make
sure that | understood that, reviewed it,
and been able to fully make my opinion
based on -- on all the knowl edge.

Q. And much has been discussed
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t oday about how you're not an

epi demi ol ogi st or a toxicologist, but is
it fair to say that you're conversant with
the materials that you cite in the gener al
causation section of your report?

MR. CROMWELL: Object to form

A. Yes, | would say so.

Q. Okay.

When you reviewed the materi als
that you site in the general causation
section of your report, were you able to
understand t hem?

A. Yes.

Q. Did that get -- the materials in
your general causation section of your
report give you a sufficient basis to make
a determi nation as to general causation in
this case?

MR. CROMWELL: Obj ect to form

A. l*m sorry, | don't understand
t hat question.

Q. That's okay. "1l rephrase.

Did your review of the resources

that you cite in the general causation
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section of your report give you a
sufficient basis to satisfy your desire as
to whether or not these chemicals are
capabl e of causing bl adder cancer?
MR. CROMWELL: Obj ect to form
A. | would say yes. | think that
t hat background | reviewed, putting

everything together allowed me to, yes,

come up with my opinion that these
chemi cals can lead to -- to bl adder
cancer.

Q. Okay.

Al'l right. You di scussed at
| ength today how you differentiate bet ween
potential risk factors. So I want to ask
you this question.

First off, do -- do you recal
that testimony earlier today about
evaluating a patient with multiple risk
factors?

A. Yes.

Q. When you treat somebody with
urothelial carcinoma, are you -- just a
moment .
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urot heli al

potenti al

determi ne whet her or

ri sk factor

ri sk factor

of urothelial
A. Yes,
Q. Okay.

not

Vver sus anot her ?

for
carci noma?

absolutely.

Page 381

Are you able to conclusively
someone's

carcinoma was due to one given

A. No, | cannot.

Q. Al'l right.

And why is that?

A. Because | -- like |I mentioned
before, there is no analysis, test, way of
really saying or correlating or -- or even
putting together the risk factor with the
cancer. You know, we know that the risk

factors can lead to the -- the bl adder
cancer, but there's -- there's no way of
saying which one or a combination of which
ones or which one may have a bigger reason
for developing it versus the other

Q. Al'l right.

In reviewing Mr. Laramore's

records, did you consider smoking as a

his devel opment
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I n your re -- 1in

clinician, have you seen n
di agnosed with urotheli al

A. |
Q.

have.

Al'l right.

Page 382

your role as a
onsmokers be

carcinoma?

And have you seen smokers with

| ess than a 30 year pack history being

di agnosed with urothelial carcinoma?

A. Yes. | think |I mentioned it
before, yes.
Q. Okay.
And have you seen smokers with
| ess than a 30 year pack history not

devel op urothelial carcinoma?

A.
Q.

seen smokers with a greater

Yes.

And in your experience, have you

than 30 year
pack history of

smoki ng not being

di agnosed with urothelial carcinoma?

A. | have.
Q. Al'l right.
And then would that also be true
for upper tract urothelial carcinoma?
A. Yes.
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Q. Okay.

Now, why is it, to you, that
smoking is not, as you say in your report,
an overriding factor for determ ning if
someone, or for determning a risk factor
for their bl adder cancer?

A. Well, I think it's multimodal.
You know, |ike we said, only a smal

portion of actual smokers devel op bl adder

cancer. So it's not, you know, the
overwhel m ng majority. | do think when
you -- when you have the cancer, you have

to consider that the risk factor because
we know it |eads to that.

When you have nmultiple factors,
like I mentioned before, you don't know
whi ch carcinogens are in the urine at
whi ch concentrations in the urine and
which one is interacting with which one
and how much of each one needs or is it
combi nati ons of each one or, you know, do
you need one more than the other. lt's
just there's no answer to too many

guestions to be able to say that one is
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more likely to -- to cause the cancer or
not . You have to consider them all as
risk factors and potential reasons for

t hat cancer.

Q. Can you explain how the quality
of information known about M. Laramore's
exposure to -- excuse me, exposure to
solvents prior to comng to Camp Lejeune
i mpacted your differential diagnosis -- or
differential etiology? Excuse me.

A. Well, | mean, | think -- 1 think

the quality is concerning, right, because

| wish I had a few more details, but, you
know, | just -- you can't ignore it. So

from that standpoint, that's why | [|isted
the solvents and | |listed the diesel fumes

cause you can't ignore them, and they are
known risk factors and it may -- they may
have contri buted, but more detail would
allow me to understand, you know, the
truth of -- regarding those -- those risk
factors, so.

Q. Is there any met hodol ogy t hat

you're aware of that could differentiate
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bet ween various potential risk factors of
bl adder cancer to arrive at the more
i kely risk factor?

A. No, none that | can think of.

Q. Al'l right.

You were asked some questions --
excuse me. You were asked some questions
about metabolic syndrome.

Do you recall that, those
guestions?

A. Il think I brought up metabolic
syndrome on questions regarding obesity,
yes.

Q. Okay.

Can you explain your view of the
strength of support regarding the
connection between metabolic syndrome and

bl adder cancer?

A. | think that the, sort of, it's
a -- it's -- 1 would say that it's
probably a -- a more newer risk factor,

guote/unquote, meaning that it's something
that's been studied, you know, over the

| ast ten years in greater -- in greater
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strength or greater -- | don't even know
the word, but just been studied more over
the l[ast ten years. So | think it's a
relatively newer risk factor that requires
just a little bit more longevity and a
little bit more, sort of, deeper
understandi ng. So | would say that it's
somet hing that needs more studying.
There's definitely a signal there, but we
need to be able to parse it out slightly
more and just understand it a little bit
mor e.

Q. Okay.

What issues arise from using
met abolic syndrome as a potential risk
factor for bladder cancer?

A. I mean, | think metabolic
syndrome incorporates a | ot of risk
factors put into one. | think obesity is
just a one of the many different because,
you know, metabolic syndrome may include
environmental factors as well. You know,
met abolic syndrome you have uncontroll ed

di abetes, you have cardiovascul ar di sease,
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i kely you are a smoker or have been a
smoke or you have poor dietary, and

just -- 1 think the -- the idea behind
that is just chronic inflammation. Your
body' just constantly in an inflammatory
state, and some of these -- you know, some
of these factors may have metabolites that
come into the urine that are filtered by
the kidney that can cause storage in the
urine at | ong periods of time |eading to
damage again, and that's just my
interpretation of -- of how the metabolic
syndrome and the, you know, the bl adder
cancer can correlate, and | just think
obesity is just a small part of that

met abolic syndr ome.

Q. You mentioned just now that the
interests surrounding metabolic syndrome,
the research surrounding it is fairly new.

Why are you -- why -- you note
t hat as a potential concern when you think
about risk factors for bladder cancer, the
| ongevity of the -- of the research?

A. | think you -- you want to have
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good quality research for | ong periods of
ti me. | think metabolic syndrome put
together is challenging because different
people define it in different words and
different terms. So there's not, like, a
single definition, per se, of metabolic
syndr ome.

| think metabolic syndrome has
been around for many years. It's just in

bl adder cancer it's something that's

relatively newer. So again, this just
goes back to the idea of obesity. | just
don't think obesity alone is the -- the
risk factor. I think we need to | ook at

it froma | arger bigger picture.
MR. WALLACE: Okay.
| don't have any further
guestions for you at this time.
Counsel for the DOJ may, and then 1|
have potentially further follow-up.
MR. CROMWELL: | only really

have two areas.
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FURTHER EXAMI NATI ON BY
MR. CROMWELL:

Q. One, you were just asked about
TCE and PCE metabolites in the bl adder.

Do you recall that --
A. Yes.
Q. -- questioning?
Do you know the half-Ilife of TCE

or PCE met abolites?

A. | do not know it off the top of
my head.
Q. Okay.
Do you know whet her all PCE or

TCE met abolites are excreted through the
body through the bl adder or other organs?
A. | do know that they are --
there's some |liver and the kidney as well,
yes.
Q. Okay.

You were asked about the
documents -- or, the studies you reviewed
for your general causation opinion.

In form ng your opinions, did

you ever review an article by the National
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Research Council ?

A. The National Research Council.

Q. A branch of the National Academy
of Science.

A. | think, yes, that does sound --
| -- sounds familiar and | think, yes.

Q. Okay.

I f that's something you | ooked
at, would you agree that probably -- do
you know whether that's on your materials
consi dered list?

A. If I looked at it, it should be.

Q. Okay.

Do you know what the concl usions
were of the National Research Council with
regards to TCE, PCE, benzene, and vinyl --

MR. CROMWELL: Well, strike

t hat.

Q. Do you know what the conclusions
were with regards to TCE and PCE and their
association with bladder cancer?

A. | don't remember that off the
top of my head, no.

Q. Okay.
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it being a study that

you.

guestions here.

MR.

right
We are off

as you sit

THE W TNESS:
MR. WALLACE:

THE W TNESS:
CROMWEL L:
THE VI DEOGRAPHER:

the

approxi mately 4:55 p. m.

Page 391

here, you recal

you eval uated in

form ng your general causation opinions?
MR. WALLACE: Obj ection.

A. | do from what | -- 1 think I
remember that name from the study that |
revi ewed, yes.

MR. CROMWELL: Okay.
Doctor, that's all | have for

Thank you.
No further

Thank God.
Yeah.

The ti me

now is 4:55 p.m

record.

(Deposition adjourned at

EDT)

Golkow Technologies,
A Veritext Division

Document 507-6  Filed 08/26/25

877-370-3377
Case 7:23-cv-00897-RJ

WWWw.veritext.com
Page 392 of 481



co N o o b~ W N B

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Page 392

| NSTRUCTI ONS TO W TNESS

Pl ease read your deposition over
carefully and make any necessary
corrections, You should state the
reason in the appropriate space on the
errata sheet for any corrections that
are made.

After doing so, please sign the
errata sheet and date it. It will be
attached to your deposition.

It is imperative that you return
the original errata sheet to the
deposing attorney within thirty (30)
days of receipt of the deposition
transcript by you. If you fail to do
so, the deposition transcript may be
deemed to be accurate and may be used

i n court.
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A CKNOWLEDGMENT

STATE OF )
. SS
COUNTY OF )

I, JOHN SFAKI ANOS, M. D., hereby
certify that | have read the transcript of
my testimony taken under oath in my
deposition of July 2, 2025; that the
transcript is a true and complete record
of my testimony, and that the answers on
the record as given by me are true and

correct.

JOHN SFAKI ANOS, M. D.

Signed and subscribed to before me this

day of

Not ary Public, State of
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ERRATA
PAGE/ LI NE/ CHANGE / REASON
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CERTI FI CATE
|, MARIE FOLEY, Registered Merit
Reporter, Certified Realtime Reporter, and
Notary Public for the State of New York,
do hereby certify that prior to the
commencement of the exami nati on,
JOHN SFAKI ANOS, M. D., was duly sworn by me
to testify to the truth, the whole truth
and nothing but the truth.
| DO FURTHER CERTI FY that the foregoing
is a verbatim transcript of the testi mony
as taken stenographically by me at the ti me,
pl ace and on the date hereinbefore set forth,
to the best of my ability.
| DO FURTHER CERTIFY that | am neither
a relative nor employee nor attorney nor
counsel of any of the parties to this action,

and that | am neither a relative nor empl oyee
ciich attnrnev cnitngel and that | am

ncm g l n the action.

COURT REPORTER

Regi stered Merit Reporter
Certified Realtime Reporter
Not ary Public

Dated: July 14, 2025
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Federal Rules of Civil Procedure

Rule 30

(e) Review By the Witness; Changes.

(1) Review; Statement of Changes. On request by the
deponent or a party before the deposition is
completed, the deponent must be allowed 30 days
after being notified by the officer that the
transcript or recording is available in which:

(A) to review the transcript or recording; and

(B) if there are changes in form or substance, to
sign a statement listing the changes and the
reasons for making them.

(2) Changes Indicated in the Officer's Certificate.
The officer must note in the certificate prescribed
by Rule 30(f) (1) whether a review was requested
and, 1if so, must attach any changes the deponent

makes during the 30-day period.

DISCLAIMER: THE FOREGOING FEDERAL PROCEDURE RULES
ARE PROVIDED FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY.

THE ABOVE RULES ARE CURRENT AS OF APRIL 1,

2019. PLEASE REFER TO THE APPLICABLE FEDERAL RULES

OF CIVIL PROCEDURE FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION.
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VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS

COMPANY CERTIFICATE AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT
Veritext Legal Solutions represents that the
foregoing transcript is a true, correct and complete
transcript of the collogquies, gquestions and answers
as submitted by the court reporter. Veritext Legal
Solutions further represents that the attached
exhibits, if any, are true, correct and complete
documents as submitted by the court reporter and/or
attorneys in relation to this deposition and that
the documents were processed in accordance with

our litigation support and production standards.

Veritext Legal Solutions is committed to maintaining
the confidentiality of client and witness information,
in accordance with the regulations promulgated under
the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability
Act (HIPAA), as amended with respect to protected
health information and the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, as
amended, with respect to Personally Identifiable
Information (PII). Physical transcripts and exhibits
are managed under strict facility and personnel access
controls. Electronic files of documents are stored

in encrypted form and are transmitted in an encrypted
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fashion to authenticated parties who are permitted to
access the material. Our data is hosted in a Tier 4

SSAE 16 certified facility.

Veritext Legal Solutions complies with all federal and
State regulations with respect to the provision of
court reporting services, and maintains its neutrality
and independence regardless of relationship or the
financial outcome of any litigation. Veritext requires
adherence to the foregoing professional and ethical
standards from all of its subcontractors in their

independent contractor agreements.

Inquiries about Veritext Legal Solutions'
confidentiality and security policies and practices
should be directed to Veritext's Client Services
Associates indicated on the cover of this document or

at www.veritext.com.
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