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I N THE UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
FOR THE EASTERN DI STRI CT OF NORTH CAROLI NA
SOUTHERN DI VI SI ON
I N RE: CAMP LEJEUNE WATER )
LI TI GATI ON ) Case No.:
--------------------------- ) 7:23-CV-897
Thi s Docunent Rel ates To: )
ALL CASES )
VI DEOTAPED DEPOSI TI ON OF WALTER STADLER, M D., FACP
Wednesday, July 16, 2025
The vi deot aped deposition of WALTER
STADLER, M D., FACP, held at The Rookery Buil ding, 209
South LaSalle Street, Suite 600, commencing at
approximately 9:03 a.m, on the above date, before
Juliana F. Zajicek, Registered Professional Reporter,
Certified Shorthand Reporter and Certified Real tine
Reporter.
GOLKOW a Veritext Division
877.370. 3377 ph | 917.591.5672 fax
Golkow Technologies,
877-370-3377 A Veritext Division Www.veritext.com
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BY: MARK MANDELL, ESQ. (Via Zoom)

mmandel | @mbmj ustice. com,
ZACHARY M. MANDELL, ESQ.
zmandel | @nbmj usti ce. com;
SHANNON R. GRI FFI N, ESQ.
sgriffin@mbmjustice.com,
MI CHAEL F. McCAFFREY, ESQ.
mmccaffrey@mbmj ustice.com

ON BEHALF OF THE DEFENDANT:

THE VI

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTI CE
Civil Division, Torts Branch
1100 L Street NW Office 3410
Washi ngton, D.C. 20005
202-532-5990

BY: NATHAN BU, ESQ.

nat han. . bu@sdoj.com,

JESSI CA L. ANS, ESQ.

jessica.l.ans@sdoj.com
DEOGRAPHER:

JOSH DOMI NI AK,
Gol kow, a Veritext Division

877-370-3377

Golkow Technologies,
A Veritext Division

WWWw.veritext.com
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| NDE X
W TNESS: PAGE:
WALTER STADLER, M D., FACP
EXAM BY MR. MANDELL.................. 6
EXAM BY MR. BU....................... 238
FURTHER EXAM BY MR. MANDELL.......... 243
* % % % %
EXHI BI TS
DR. STADLER EXHI BI T MARKED FOR | D
No. 1 Report of Walter Stadler, MD., 5
FACP, Downs v. United States,
April 8, 2025
No. 2 Report of Walter Stadler, MD., 5
FACP, Fancher v. United States,
April 8, 2025
No. 3 Report of Walter Stadler, MD., 5
FACP, Howard v. United States,
April 8, 2025
No. 4 Report of Walter Stadler, MD., 5
FACP, Mousser v. United States,
April 8, 2025
No. 5 Report of Walter Stadler, MD., 5
FACP, Tukes v. United States,
April 8, 2025
No. 6 Contract/ Purchase Order and 9
| nvoi ces; STADLER USA 0000000782 -
812
No. 7 CurriculumVitae - Wlter M 14
Stadl er, MD, FACP
No. 8 Docunent from the Kidney Cancer 21
Associ ation that is entitled
"Vet er ans”
Golkow Technologies,
877-370-3377 A Veritext Division www.veritext.com
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EXHI BI TS

MARKED FOR I D
Ki dney Cancer Associ ati on docunent 33
titled "Chem cal Exposures”

Letter dated 4/7/2025 to The 37
Honor abl e Pete Hegseth, Secretary
of Defense

Docunent titled "Kidney Cancer 52
Research Program Strategic Pl an”

Open Paynments Data re: Walter 69
St adl er

Expert Report of Judy S. LaKind, 83

Ph.D. In The Matter of Howard v.
United States, 4/8/2025

John C. Lipsconb, Ph.D. deposition 101
transcript, 5/14/2025, In Re: Canp
Lej eune Water Litigation

Speci fic Causati on Expert Report: 132
Davi d Downs, by Yair Lotan, M
Rehabi litation Anal ysis of 136

Jacquel i ne Yvonne Tukes by M chael
Shahnasari an, PhD, 7/8/2025

Article, "Cancer statistics, 202
2024," by Siegel, G aquinto and

Jemal

Medi cal records; 212

01553_TUKES 0000000478 - 481

Medi cal record; 220
01553 TUKES 0000000441

Excerpt of the deposition of Mary 222
Kat heri ne Garbarini, MS, CGC,

6/ 20/ 24, Tukes vs. USA

877-370-3377
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(VWHEREUPON, certain docunents were
mar ked Dr. Stadl er Deposition Exhibit
No. 1, No. 2, No. 3, No. 4 and No. 5,
for identification, as of
07/ 16/ 2025.)
THE VI DEOGRAPHER: We are now on the record. My
name is Josh Dom niak. | am a videographer for
Gol kow, a Veritext Division.

Today's date is July 16th, 2025, and the
time is 9:03 a.m, as indicated on the video screen.

This video deposition is being held at 209
South LaSalle Street, Suite 600, Chicago, Illinois
60604, In the Matter of In Re Canp Lejeune Water
Litigation for the United States District Court for
the Eastern District of North Carolina.

The deponent today is Dr. Walter M
St adl er.

Counsel will be noted on the stenographic
record, and our court reporter today is Juliana
Zaj i cek.

WIIl you please swear in the wtness and
t hen we may proceed.

(WHEREUPON, the witness was duly

sworn.)

Golkow Technologies,
877-370-3377 A Veritext Division www.veritext.com
Case 7:23-cv-00897-RJ  Document 508-9  Filed 08/26/25 Page 6 of 314
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WALTER STADLER, M D., FACP,
called as a witness herein, having been first duly
sworn, was exam ned and testified as follows:
EXAM NATI ON
BY MR. MANDELL:

Q Dr. Stadler, ny nane is Zach Mandel |, and
| represent the plaintiffs | eadership group in this
litigation.

You understand that, right?

A | do.

Q You have been designated as an expert
witness by the United States, the defendant in this

case. You understand that, right?

A Yes, | do.

Q What | would ask you is that if at any
point in tinme, | ask you any question that you don't
fully understand, | would ask you to tell nme you don't

under st and t hat questi on.
s that fair?
A. That is fair.
Q It's inmportant you do that because if you
don't tell us that you don't understand the question,
we're all going to assume you did understand it.

|s that fair?

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division WWWw.veritext.com
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A That is fair.

Q If you need to take a break at any point
in time, just let us know. It's not a marathon that
way. | mght ask, though, that if you are -- that if

there's a question pending that you answer the

guestion pendi ng before we take a break. Fair?

A That is fair.

Q | have marked off the record, but for the
record, each one of your five exhibit -- reports in
this case.

MR. MANDELL: You don't need a copy?

MR. BU. | have a copy. Thank you.
BY MR. MANDELL.:

Q The first, we've marked as Exhibit 1 is
your report in the Downs case; No. 2, Exhibit 2 is in
t he Fancher case; Exhibit 3 is in the Howard case;
Exhibit 4 is in the Mousser case; Exhibit 5 in the
Tukes case.

And what | would ask you is, if you could
take a | ook at those briefly and just please for the
record let us know if those appear to be the conplete,
accurate copies of those reports?

A. On -- on quick review, they appear to be

the conplete and accurate copies of those -- of these

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division www.veritext.com
Case 7:23-cv-00897-RJ  Document 508-9  Filed 08/26/25 Page 8 of 314
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reports.

Q Okay. Geat. And is it fair to say,
Dr. Stadler, that all of the opinions that you intend
to give in this mtter are contained in those five
expert reports?

A. Yes.

Q |'ve marked as Exhibit 6 the records we
were provided in response to our request for
production in this case relating to, anong ot her
t hi ngs, your billing.

And does that appear to be all of the

records that relate to your billing in this matter?
A. While | haven't gone through every single
i nvoice, they -- it appears to be the appropriate

record for nmy billing.
Q And were you provided with the request for
docunents that we -- we had sent, that we had asked

you to bring with you here today?

A | did not bring any docunents with ne
t oday.

Q Fair enough. Let ne rephrase that
questi on.

Were you provided with the subpoena for

docunments, or did you discuss it, and | don't want to

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division WWWw.veritext.com
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know t he substance of your discussions with counsel,
but were you aware that there was a request that you
ei ther bring docunents with you today or send to us

prior to the deposition?

A. | was aware of a subpoena to appear at the
deposition. | depended on the Departnment of Justice
| awyers to provide any docunents that, again, m ght be
necessary.

(WHEREUPON, a certain docunent was
mar ked Dr. Stadl er Deposition Exhibit
No. 6, for identification, as of
07/ 16/ 2025.)
BY MR. MANDELL.:

Q Okay. Well, why don't we do this, then.

If you could take just a m nute, | ook through the --
what we have marked as Exhibit 5, and let nme know if
there is any billing that you are aware of -- and when
| say billing, | nmean actual invoices or contracts
that you have with the Departnent of Justice related
to billing, that type of thing, that isn't |located in
Exhibit 5 -- 6, which is Bates Nunber STADLER USA 782
t hrough 812.

A. So you nentioned Exhibit 5, but you're

referring to Exhibit 6, is that correct?

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division WWWw.veritext.com

Case 7:23-cv-00897-RJ  Document 508-9  Filed 08/26/25 Page 10 of 314




© 00 N o o0 b~ W N

N N N N N P P PR R R R R R,
A W N P O O 00 N O O B WO NN — O

Page 10

Q | corrected nyself in the m ddle.
A Yeah.
Q So | apologize for that. But, yes, we're

t al ki ng about Exhibit 6.

A. So to the best of ny recollection,
everything that | have, all of my billing contracts
and invoices are appropriately reflected in these
docunent s.

Q Okay. And what -- is it fair to say that
Exhibit 6, and in particular the invoices, reflect the
work and the tinme that you have spent on this case so

far, to the best of your ability?

A. Yes.
Q And Exhibit 6 would -- is it fair to say
woul d refl ect the best evidence of the work and -- and

the tinme that you've spent on the case so far?
A. Yes.
Q Meani ng, you don't have any i ndependent

menory of work that you' ve done on this case outside

of what's in those billing records, is that fair?
A. That is fair.
Q Okay. And so -- fair.

And in terns of the description of the

wor k that you've done so far in this case, is it fair

Golkow Technologies,
877-370-3377 A Veritext Division www.veritext.com
Case 7:23-cv-00897-RJ  Document 508-9  Filed 08/26/25 Page 11 of 314
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to say that the descriptions that are contained in the
i nvoi ces reflect the best evidence that you would have
in terns of what work you did, at what tinme, and for
how | ong?

A That is correct.

Q Al right. And then final question on
this, is it fair to say that you would not have done
work on this matter and not billed for it, is that
fair?

A. That is correct.

Q Okay. Great.

In terms of Exhibit No. 6, there's a
docunent, the very first page, and it says -- it's
Stadler -- the Bates nunber at the bottom right-hand
corner is STADLER USA 782.

Do you see that?

A | see that.

Q And do you see here, the top of the
docunent says, "U. S. Departnent of Justice" and then
it's a request -- the title is "Request, Authorization
and Modification of Contract for Services of Expert
W tness, Litigative Consultant, or ADR Neutral."

Do you see that?

A. | do.

Golkow Technologies,
877-370-3377 A Veritext Division www.veritext.com
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Q Okay. And in the mddle of the page, kind
of Number 11, Box 11, it is a summary of what is being
asked, as | understand it.

Do you see that?

A | see that.

Q And it is a revised total contract funding
of $190, 000.

Do you see that?

A | see that.

Q Is -- do you have as an understandi ng t hat
for the billing that you expect to make in this case
that that will be approxi mately $190, 000?

A. That is not ny understanding. MW
under standi ng of this docunent is that to -- to assure
that there are sufficient funds for whatever | m ght
bill. | don't have any anticipation or expectation in
ternms of what future work might entail.

Q Do you know how much you've billed to
dat e?

A. | do not know directly off the top of ny
head. | would have to review all of the invoices.

Q Al right. Do you know where the nunber
190, 000 cane front

A | do not.

Golkow Technologies,
877-370-3377 A Veritext Division Www.veritext.com
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Q WAs -- did you -- did you have to submt
- strike that.

any expected work anounts or details
Were you aware that there was a request
made to nodi fy your contract to nmake it such that

t here was $190, 000 of avail able funding for you?

A. | was aware of this nodification to the
contract.
Q Al right. So you were aware that there

was a contract being nodified to $190, 000 before it
was made, is that fair?

A | know that as we did the work, that we
needed to nodify the contract to assure that there
wer e enough funds present.

Q | see. So is what happened that there was
an original contract fundi ng anbunt and you exceeded
t hat anpunt, fair?

A. My recollection, to the best of ny
recol | ection, we were approaching the maxi num anmount
and so, therefore, we nodified.

Q So what happened was, there was an
original funding anount, you were approachi ng that
amount, and everybody t hought, okay, we need to get
nore noney, basically, right?

A. That was ny understanding from you know,

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division WWWw.veritext.com
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the -- the | awers.

Q And was the original funding anmount
$40, 0007
A According to this, it seens like it was.

| don't have an i ndependent recollection of that.

Q So |l -- | guess ny final question on this
I's, when that request was made that you were aware of,
did you need to provide any details in terns of
substantiating an extra $150, 000 of funding for
yoursel f or not?

A | did not.

Q Needl ess to say, you are aware of the fact
that there at this point in tinme is $190,000 all ocated
for your expert witness services in this case, fair?

A That is fair.

Q Okay.

MR. MANDELL: Can | have the CV, No. 67

(WHEREUPON, a certain docunment was
mar ked Dr. Stadl er Deposition Exhibit
No. 7, for identification, as of
07/ 16/ 2025.)
BY MR. MANDELL.:
Q Dr. Stadler, we've marked as Exhibit 7

what was provided to us as your curriculumyvitae.

Golkow Technologies,
877-370-3377 A Veritext Division www.veritext.com
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Coul d you take a |l ook at that, sir, and
just let us know if this appears to reflect your
curriculumvitae?

A. This does appear to reflect my curricul um
Vi t ae.

Q And this says that the date prepared was
Decenber of 2024. Do you see that at the top of the
first page?

A That is correct.

Q Do you know, sir, if there is a nore
up-to-date copy of your CV?

A. | update my CV on a regular basis, and
there may be sonme m nor nodifications to publication,
there may be sone additional publications.

Q Anything in ternms of where you work or
your regul ar day-to-day activities?

A. No. The current CV reflects ny current
enpl oynent at the City of Hope.

Q Could you -- could you tell us just a
little bit, please, about what you just described as
your current enploynment? So tell us, | know you had
mentioned City of Hope, what you do for City of Hope,
and if you work anywhere el se, just briefly.

A. | amthe chief clinical officer for the

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division www.veritext.com
Case 7:23-cv-00897-RJ  Document 508-9  Filed 08/26/25 Page 16 of 314
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City of Hope Chicago, where ny role is to build that
center and fully integrate it with the City of Hope
nati onal system

Q Okay. And you have an affiliation with

the University of Chicago?

A | did. When |I took on the -- this new
role, | officially retired fromthe University of
Chi cago.

Q And when was that?

A. That was as of February 1st, 2025.

Q Got it.

There are a nunber of organi zations or
affiliations that you have on your CV related to

entities that deal with kidney cancer, is that fair?

A. That's correct.

Q Al right. Could you tell us the -- what
is the Kidney Cancer Associ ation?

A The Ki dney Cancer Association is a patient
support group that -- whose function is to support

patients and their famlies who are going through a
ki dney cancer di agnosis.

Q And is -- is the Kidney Cancer Associ ation
an entity for which you believe has a reputable and

reliable reputation?

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division WWWw.veritext.com
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A | do.

Q Okay. And do you -- strike that.

VWhat is your affiliation with the Kidney
Cancer Associ ation?

A. | have been affiliated with them for many
decades. Currently I'ma -- I'"mon their scientific
advi sory board as ex-officio and | provide sone
vol unteer services in regards to sonme of the grants
t hey adm nister.

Q Could you tell us a little bit about sone

of these roles? The scientific advisory board, what

Is that?
A. So as a patient support organi zation, the
patients will ask the scientific advisory board on,

you know, current standards of care and appropriate
treatments for patients, wll also ask for advice on
t he best way to enhance research on inproving care for
ki dney cancer patients.

Q The scientific advisory board, is that
al so known as the nedical steering commttee?

A. It's also known as the nedical steering
commttee, that is correct.

Q Al right. And does the -- the nedical

steering conmttee, you -- according to your CV,

Golkow Technologies,
877-370-3377 A Veritext Division www.veritext.com
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you' ve been on that for a significant amunt of tine?

A That is correct.

Q Al right. And how did you first get
I nvol ved in that?

A. | was first involved when the Kidney
Cancer Association -- shortly after the Kidney Cancer
Associ ation was fornmed in, | believe, it was in the
md '90s even, | was introduced to them by ny then
mentor at the University of Chicago.

Q. Al'l right. And according to your CV,
you' ve been on the board of directors for the
or gani zati on?

A | have been on the board of directors in
the past, that is correct.

Q And any ot her involvenent that you have
with themin terns of an either formal or infornal
deal i ngs?

A. They' ve supported certain grants for young
physi ci ans who m ght be interested in kidney cancer
research, and |'ve had -- recently had sone
I nteractions with those nentees in terns of career
gui dance and nentorshi p.

Q Whuld -- would you agree that the nmedica

steering conmm ttee provides strategic guidance to the

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division www.veritext.com
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Ki dney Cancer Associ ation and the planning of its
medi cal education activities as well as the
supervision of the content of its patient education
prograns and literature?

A. | do, yes.

Q What does that entail, nmeaning what --
what does the nmedical steering conmttee or the
scientific advisory board, as you called it, do in
ternms of patient education prograns and literature?

A So the Kidney Cancer Associ ation sponsors
and puts on various educational events, they also
publish patient-facing materi als about ki dney cancer,
and the nedical steering commttee reviews sonme of
those materials to assure their accuracy.

Q Okay. So let ne see if | can understand
what you're saying.

The Ki dney Cancer Associ ati on has
essentially created this either advisory board or
steering commttee, and when they have questions about
medi cal issues dealing with kidney cancer, they cone

to that board and ask for their advice, right?

A. That is correct.
Q Al right. And so there are tinmes where
they will put out patient-facing material, as you've

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division www.veritext.com
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j ust described, and to the extent that that
patient-facing material, you know, requires the
expertise of sonebody |ike yourself, or sonebody el se
on the board, they will ask the board for advice on

t he substance of that literature, fair?

A That is correct.

Q Do you know if the Kidney Cancer
Associ ati on does any | egislative advocacy?

A They do have sonme advocacy. | know that
they do. |[|'ve not been directly involved in that.

Q Is there a nethodol ogy that's used by the

Ki dney Cancer Associ ati on nmedi cal advisory board or
the steering conmttee to try to ensure that
literature that they publish to patients and their
famlies, or whoever it is, is reliable and accurate?

A | don't think that there is a formal
process, but the nedical steering commttee is nmade up
of acknow edged experts in kidney cancer who are
famliar with and often generate the data for our new
treatments and approaches to kidney cancer.

Q | see. So there m ght not be a formal
process or paper or guideline or sonething |like that,
but the way that the Kidney Cancer Associ ati on ensures

that the literature publishes to patients and their

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division WWWw.veritext.com
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famlies, or any other source, for that matter, is
that they get qualified people, people who they
believe that are qualified, to -- to do the reviews,
ri ght?

A That is correct.

Q Okay. And -- and -- okay.

MR. MANDELL: Can you give ne Tab 29, please.

(WHEREUPQN, a certain docunment was

mar ked Dr. Stadler Deposition Exhibit
No. 8, for identification, as of

07/ 16/ 2025.)

MR. BU. Sorry, M. MCaffrey, do you have a
copy?

MR. MANDELL: | -- | have it for you.

MR. BU. Onh, okay.

BY MR. MANDELL.:

Q Doct or, what we've nmarked as Exhibit 8 --

MR. BU. Thank you.

MR. MANDELL: Yeah, sure.

BY MR. MANDELL:

Q Tell me if you recognize Exhibit 8.

A. | -- 1 don't recognize it per se, but |
see that it is a docunent fromthe Kidney Cancer
Association that is entitled "Veterans."
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Q Okay. And have -- strike that.
Do you see in the top left-hand corner, it
says "Kidney Cancer Association"?
A. Yes.
Q And under -- there's a section that's
entitled "Veterans" that's at the top of the page?
A. Yes.
Q And under that there's a section that says
"ki dney Cancer Ri sk Factors.”
Do you see that?
A. | do.
Q And what it says is, under Kidney Cancer
Ri sk Factors, "Your service may have exposed you to
sone situations that increases your chance of
devel oping illnesses |ike kidney cancer. These
Il 1l nesses may appear years or even decades after your
service ends."

Do you see that?

A | see that.
Q And then it says "Location or wars," and
It says, "If you served in the follow ng |ocations or

wars, you may have an exposure that increases your

ri sk of kidney cancer," true?

A. | see that.
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Q And do you see the -- one, two, three,
four -- fifth one down says "Canp Lejeune"?

A | do.

Q Do you agree with that?

A. | -- | agree that there is sone increased

ri sk of kidney cancer fromindividuals that were
stationed at Canp Lejeune.

Q How woul d you descri be that increased
risk?

A | would describe it as a npd- -- nodest
i ncreased risk with sone controversy as to the degree

of increased ri sk.

Q Okay. We'Il get to that in a second.
Do you see under where it says -- the
second section said "Exposures." "Specific exposures

you may have experienced during your service that
I ncrease your risk of kidney cancer include,” and then
It says, "Water contam nation."”
Do you see that?

A. | see that.

Q Do you agree that water contam nation at
pl aces |ike Canp Lejeune, if people experienced that
during their service, that that woul d have increased

their risk of kidney cancer?
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A. It is possible, but it depends on duration
and anount of exposure.

Q So let nme see if | understand what you're
saying. There are sone people who were at
Canp Lej eune who were exposed to the water there that
do have an increased risk of cancer if they were there
for a sufficient duration, tinme, exposure; but there
are sonme people that wouldn't have nmet that duration,
time, and exposure that wouldn't have an increased
risk, fair?

A. | think that that's fair.

Q Ckay. Now, do you see on the very bottom
of the page, it says, "Understanding Service-Rel ated
Exposur es"?

A. | see that.

Q And then there's a -- it goes onto the
next page, but it says, "Water contam nation."

Do you see that at the bottonf

A. | see that.

Q It goes onto the next page. Are you --
|"msorry, you're on the next page?

A. Yes, |'mon the next page.

Q Okay. And the paragraph says, "Water can

soneti mes be contam nated (polluted) by individual
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[sic] chem cals. Cont am nated water can | ook, smell,
and taste the sane as clean water. |[If you ever drank
or bathed in contam nated water, you are at a higher
ri sk of kidney cancer. Sone places, |like Canp Lejeune
and Marine Corps Air Station New River (both in North
Carolina), found that their water sources were
contam nated for a long tinme. People who were
stationed in these |ocations are twice as likely to
di e from ki dney cancer."
Do you agree with that?

A. The -- the literature that | reviewed as

part of this case and as docunented by other experts

woul d chall enge this statement of "twice as |ikely."

Q So do you agree with this sentence or not?
A. | do not agree with that sentence.
Q All right. Do -- do you know, sir, if the

medi cal advi sory board or the scientific nedical
steering commttee for the Kidney Cancer Associ ation
reviewed this before it was published?

A. | don't know. As | stated, | amcurrently
ex-officio, so | don't attend all of the neetings. |
certainly did not see this beforehand.

Q Okay. Do you know when this was put up?

A. | do not.
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Q OCkay. So what -- then you had said, |
beli eve, sonething along the lines of, material that
you reviewed and that others have reviewed -- reviewed

in this case would chall enge this assertion of "tw ce

as likely," is that fair?
A. That is fair.
Q. All right. |Is it your testinony that you

did any review of any literature, studies, evidence

relating to the Canp Lej eune water and risk of kidney

cancer ?

A. "' m not an epidem ol ogist, so | am
dependent on the epi- -- on the defense epi dem ol ogy
experts. |'ve read their reports, and |'ve read sone

of the epidem ologic studies that they refer to.

Q What epi dem ol ogi ¢ studi es have you read?
A. So | have read, for exanple, the Bove
study, |'ve |l ooked at the assessnment from | believe

the correct abbreviation is ATSDR, but | may have
screwed up the abbreviation.

Q Okay. It sounded to me, correct ne if I'm
wrong, as if what you were challenging in that
sentence was the fact that people m ght have been,
guote, twice as likely to die from ki dney cancer.

s that -- is that a fair read of what you
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wer e sayi ng?

A. That is the major criticismof that
par agr aph.
Q Al right. So do you have a nunber t hat

you believe is the ambunt of increased risk, if it
isn't two tinmes the anmount?

A The epidem ol ogi c studies that | | ooked
at descri be hazard ratios on the order of 1.2 to up
to 1.4, and confidence intervals that oftentines
crossed 1.

Q So is what you're saying that to the
extent that there were people in the category that we
were tal king about just before that neet the threshold
of duration, time, exposure, you don't believe that
their risk would be two tines as likely; you believe
It would be between 1.2 and 1.4, is that fair?

A It would be fair to state that the
epi dem ol ogi ¢ studi es suggest that that is the |evel
of risk, but there is sone controversy as | read
t hrough the nore detailed reports fromthe defense
epi dem ol ogy experts.

Q Okay. Do you have -- strike that.

Woul d you agree with ne that fromthe

i nformation that you have in this case that the people
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at Canp Lejeune that would have an increased risk from
exposure to the water there would be in the 1.2 to 1.4
range, generally speaking?

A. So what we're tal king about here are
popul ation risk factors, not individual sort of risk
factors, which is a different aspect.

Q. Sure.

As you understand the science and the
medicine in ternms of the population risk factors that
we were just discussing, and I'monly using the
numbers because you gave themto ne, would you agree
that the best evidence that you have is that for the
people that were at an increased risk of kidney cancer
due to exposures at Canp Lejeune, that risk would be
between 1.2 and 1 -- 1.47?

A That popul ation risk is on the order of
1.2, but sone of the studies, the confidence interval
on that as a ratio did cross 1, suggesting that there
I's some uncertainty even in that risk estimate.

Q Al right. You had said before 1.2 to
1.4, true?

A. Correct.

Q Al right. So let nme just ask the

guestion one nore tine.
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Is it fair to say that as you sit here
t oday, the best evidence that you have in ternms of the
I ncreased risk that woul d have applied to people who
were exposed to the water at Canp Lejeune for the
durati on, exposure, and anount that you were talking
about before, that that increased risk to them woul d
be between 1.2 and 1.4 as a hazard ratio?

A That hazard ratio is a correct hazard
rati o, but remenber that all of these hazard ratios
have confidence intervals on themindicating the
degree of scientific uncertainty.

Q Do you have a -- strike that.

What is your understanding of what the
durati on, exposure, anmount, the variables that you
wer e tal king about before, in ternms of how | ong
sonebody was at Canp Lej eune or how nuch they drank,
that would put themin the category of people that did
have an increased risk versus didn't?

A. | don't have any opinion as to that
because that requires a detailed analysis of exposure,
and |''m dependent on the -- the defense experts in
ternms of assessing that.

Q Okay. So fair to say that as you sit here

today, your testinmony is that your belief is that
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there were sone people at Canp Lej eune who were
exposed to sufficient ambunts to have that increased
ri sk, some weren't; you just don't know the details of
whi ch ones were and which ones weren't, fair?

A. It's fair in the sense that |'m dependent
on the de- -- defense experts to informne as to what

t he exposures were.

Q Okay. M question was fair -- strike
t hat .
Your testinmony -- let nme ask it again.
Strike that. |'m going back.

As you sit here today, your best
under st andi ng of the science and the literature is
that there were sonme people at Canp Lej eune who were
exposed to the water there that were in sufficient
quantities or duration to have an increased risk, sone
weren't; you just don't know the details of where that
threshold is in terms of what anpunts of tine or
duration were sufficient, fair?

A. That is fair.

Q Okay. Do you know why the Kidney Cancer
Associ ation would put out literature saying that
peopl e who were stationed at Canp Lejeune were tw ce

as likely to die fromkidney cancer if that's not
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true?

A As | said, I was not involved in the
generation of this docunent, nor do | under- -- nor do
| know when it was generated or how it got to be on
t he web.

Q Okay. You've -- you' ve been on the
medi cal steering commttee for the Kidney Cancer
Associ ation for over 20 years, right?

A. That is correct, but as stated, | am
currently ex-officio, so | do not attend all of the
nmeet i ngs.

Q You m ght not attend all of the neetings,
but you know generally speaking how |literature gets
published to patients and their famlies at the Kidney
Cancer Association, true?

A. | have a general know edge on how t hey put
this stuff together.

Q Are you aware as to whether or not there
are often inaccuracies in the literature that get put
out by the Kidney Cancer Association to its -- the

patients or people that are |ooking to it for advice?

A. | have not reviewed every piece of advice
that they've given. | would say that in general, they
have been accurate. |'msure, just |ike any of us,
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that there are occasional inaccuracies.

Q Okay. Do you think that a risk of two
tinmes as likely to die fromthe exposure at
Canp Lejeune is significant?

A. | believe it is significant with the
recognition that the general population risk of dying
from ki dney cancer is relatively low, so twce of a
| ow nunmber is still |ow

Q And | guess | wasn't necessarily asking
about the overall nunmber. M question was geared nore
t owards the amount of ri sk.

As you sit here today, if it were to be
true, what the Kidney Cancer Association has published
to its patients and -- and the public, that if you
were at Canp Lejeune you would be twice as |likely to
die from ki dney cancer, would that be a significant
risk?

A. A -- arisk factor for cancer that's on
the order of -- with a hazard ratio of 2 is generally
considered to be significant.

Q Okay. Do you see on the first page of
Exhibit 8, it says, "These illnesses may appear years
or even decades after your service"? |It's the second

sentence under the "Kidney Cancer Ri sk Factors."
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A | do.
Q Do you agree with that?
A | agree that the devel opnent of a cancer

due to an exposure may occur years to even decades
| at er.
MR. MANDELL: Can | have 28, please.
(WHEREUPQON, a certain docunent was
mar ked Dr. Stadl er Deposition Exhibit
No. 9, for identification, as of
07/ 16/ 2025.)
BY MR. MANDELL:
Q Dr. Stadler, what we've marked as

Exhibit 9, can you take a | ook at that, please?

A. Yes.
Q And do you recogni ze this docunent?
A | don't recognize it per se, but it

appears to be another docunment from the Kidney Cancer
Associ ation regarding risks of kidney cancer.

Q Okay. Do you see at the top |eft-hand
corner, there was -- there was the -- this -- on this
page, it's highlighted "Chem cal Exposures.”

Do you see that?

A. | see that.

Q The tab above that is "Veterans."
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Do you see that?
A | see that.
Q And that's the one we were just | ooking at
with the tab that says "Veterans" at the top?
A | understand that.
Q Okay. Fair.
Under Chem cal Exposures, there's a

section in orange that says "Kidney Cancer Ri sk

Factors."
Do you see that?
A. | do.
Q And it says, "Sonme exposures known to

I ncrease your risk of kidney cancer include,"” and then
there's a list of eight chem cals that they describe
as chem cal exposures, true?

A. Correct, that's listed there.

Q Al right. And do you see on that Ii st,

the second bullet point on the left says "benzene"?

A | do.
Q Do you agree with that?
A. Some of the epidem ol ogi c studies that

|"ve | ooked at, including the report fromthe defense
expert, suggests that the risk with benzene is not

confi r med.
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Q Wel |, how about putting aside just for a
second the defense expert report, okay.
Have you ever seen in your own practice,
I n your owmn world, benzene being associated with

ki dney cancer?

A. | have not, and when | |ooked at the
literature once again in -- in the context of this
case, benzene was not consistently a -- a known cause

of ki dney cancer.

Q Any idea why the Kidney Cancer Associ ation

woul d publish that benzene is a risk factor for kidney

cancer that they describe as known to increase your
ri sk of kidney cancer if it wasn't true?

A. | -- | don't know. Once again, | was not
I nvol ved in generating these docunents.

Q Do you know i f the nedical steering
commttee was?

A. | do not know.

Q Do you know i f -- okay.

Do you see how on the right-hand side, the
third bullet point down says "trichl oroethyl ene
(TCE)"?

A. | see that.

Q Do you agree with that?
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A. There -- there have been a nunber of
studi es that have suggested an associ ation of TCE with

ki dney cancer.

Q So you agree with that, true?
A. | agree.
Q. Al right. The -- The line -- the bullet

poi nt below that says "vinyl chloride."

Do you see that?

A | see that.

Q And do you agree with that?

A | would have to take a | ook at the studies
again. | -- 1 don't recall off the top of ny head the

vinyl chloride associ ati ons.
Q Okay. So you, as you sit here today,

don't have any reason to agree or disagree with it?

A. That 1s correct.
Q Do you know, as you sit here today, what
| evel s of TCE are affil-- -- are associated with

I ncreased risk for kidney cancer?

A. | don't know the levels in ternms of parts
per mllion or exact exposure since | am not an
exposure expert. | do know that npst of the studies

refer to high levels of chronic industrial exposure in

I ndustrial settings.
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Q Okay. Does that -- where does that --
strike that.

MR. MANDELL: Can you hand ne 30, please.

(WHEREUPON, a certain docunent was
mar ked Dr. Stadl er Deposition Exhibit
No. 10, for identification, as of
07/ 16/ 2025.)
BY MR. MANDELL:
Q This is 10.
A. Yes.
Q Oh, I'm so sorry.
MR. BU. Thank you.
BY MR. MANDELL.:

Q |"ve marked Exhibit 10. |If you could take
a | ook at that docunent, and let nme know if you
recogni ze this docunent?

A | do not.

Q Ckay. Does it a- -- appear to be a letter
written on April 7th, 2025 to the defense secretary,
Pet e Hegset h?

A It does.

Q Can you | ook on the second page for ne.
There's a nunber of signators, true?

A. Yes.
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Q Okay. And do you see the Kidney Cancer
Associ ation on there?

A. | do.

Q Do you recogni ze any of the other nanes of
the signators on this letter?

A. | al so have had sonme association with --
w th a nunber of these, not everybody, but with a
number of these organizations.

Q Could you tell nme which ones?

A. Going fromthe top, | have -- I'm-- |I'm
aware of some of the patients who have created the
HLRCC Foundation. |'ve had sonme informal associations
with the Imerman Angels. | am aware of both KCCure
and Ki dneyCAN, although I'mnot involved with them
directly. 1'"ma nenber of the Society of Urol ogic
Oncol ogy. That's about it.

Q Okay. Do you see on the first page the
|l etter reads, "On behalf of the undersigned
organi zations representing kidney cancer patients,
survivors, their famlies, and the doctors who treat
them we respectfully urge you to allocate the highest
possi bl e funding for the Kidney Cancer Research
Program as you enact the fiscal year 2025 conti nui ng

resol ution.”
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Do you see that?

A | do.

Q Do you know the Kidney Cancer Research
Pr ogr ant?

A. | actually was on the steering conmttee

for that particular program

Q When you say "was," are you saying that
that's not currently true?

A The program has been elimnated by the
recent cuts, and this letter is a letter trying to
reinstate that funding.

Q | see.

So were you aware that this letter was
being sent; you just haven't seen it?

A. | was aware that there were initiatives to
reinstate this funding. | was not aware that this
actual letter had been sent.

Q And you' ve been on the programmtic review
panel for the KCRP?

A. Yes.

Q And is it fair to say that you were its
chair earlier this year?

A. Correct.

Q Al right. And do you see how t he next
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par agraph says, "The |link between mlitary service and
ki dney cancer is clear and well established. Mlitary
personnel and their famly nenbers living on or near
bases are at higher risk of devel opi ng ki dney cancer
due to exposure to toxins, including industrial
sol vents, TCE, and PCE, found in contam nated drinking
water, as well as airborne toxins fromburn pits."
Do you see that?

A. | see that.

Q Do you agree -- | know | had asked you
about TCE in the prior exhibit.

A Um hum

Q Do you see where it says "PCE" here as
wel | ?

A | do.

Q Do you agree with that?

A The studies that | |ooked at, as well as

the analysis from Dr. Goodman, suggested that the PCE
association i s tenuous.

Q So do you agree or disagree with the
sentence in this letter sent by -- one, two, three,
four, five, six, seven, eight, nine, 10, 11, 12, 13,
14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26,
27, 28 -- 29 different entities of which you were
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affiliated with many of them do you disagree with
t hat ?

A | don't have any re- -- | don't have any
| ndependent know edge or review of PCE specifically,
so | can't agree or disagree.

Q Al right. Wich defense -- when you say
the defense reports, the defense epi reports, which

def ense epi reports are you referring to?

A. | amreferring nostly to the report from
Goodman.

Q Any ot hers?

A. That was the mmj or defense expert report
that | re- -- relied on for epidem ol ogical relations.

Q And did you do anything when you were

reading that report to verify or not any of the
information that was in there?
A. The information | read i s consistent, was

consistent with sort of general overviews about kidney

cancer causation that I'mfamliar wth.
Q Al right. Then | guess nmy question is,
how -- howis it -- accept that this letter is -- is

true, just for the purpose of this question.
If this letter was true, nmeaning if this

was sent by these entities to the defense secretary,
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how do you explain that all of these entities signed a
| etter saying that TCE and PCE found in contam nated
drinking water put these Marines at higher risk of
devel opi ng ki dney cancer if that's not true?

A. | have not chall enged the TCE associ ation
here, and | have said that |I'mjust not famliar
enough with all of the literature with PCE to say that
it is true or untrue.

Q So you don't dis- -- you don't agree with
Dr. Goodman's opinion that it's -- that, as you
understand it, she's saying PCE wasn't correl ated, or
what ever the words that you used were, you're not
saying that that's true; you're just saying you don't

know enough to say it's not true?

A Repeat the question.
Q Sure, sure, yeah. Fair enough.
You had said that -- just a m nute ago

that you believe that you did not do an independent

search of all of the literature in terns of PCE, fair?

A. That is correct.
Q And is it true that you' re not disagreeing
with Dr. Goodman or -- or agreeing with her as to PCE

and its connection to kidney cancer, is that true?

A. That's correct.
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Q All right. So ny question to you is, when
you read that in Dr. Goodman's report, did you do
anything to say, "Hold on a second here, is this
correct or is this not correct,” or did you just
blindly foll ow what she was sayi ng?

A. " m not sure "blindly follow ng" is the
correct statement. What | said is | reviewed her --
revi ewed her report about general causation, but then
focused nost of ny attention on the specific cases in
front of us.

Q So ny question, | think, was a little
different, which was -- well, let nme ask you this
gquestion. Did you read anything in Dr. Goodman's
report that you thought to yourself that you m ght
have a di sagreenent with?

A The -- the report | read fromDr. Goodman,
excuse ne, was consistent with sort of the gen- --
nore general literature that | was famliar with, so
didn't have any reason to question or reanalyze
anyt hi ng.

Q Ckay. So in this letter when these many
different entities are asking the defense secretary
for funding, they say they believe PCE is associ at ed

with increased risk of kidney cancer, true?
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A. That's what they say.

Q Do you know what they're basing that
opi ni on on?

A | have no idea.

Q Have you seen any literature in your field
that you're aware of that connects PCE to kidney
cancer ?

A VWhat I'mfamliar with are -- is sonme of
the literature we discussed earlier as well as
literature on industrial exposures to TCE and sol vents
in general that don't necessarily distinguish between
the different conponents of the solvents.

Q So do you consi- -- strike that.

Do you consi der yourself to be sonebody
who i s know edgeable with regard to the effects of
vol atil e organic conpounds on and in relation to
ki dney cancer?

A. | have sone general know edge, but | don't
consi der nyself an epidem ol ogi st or a toxicol ogi st
with, you know, deep expertise in that area.

Q Have you ever reviewed |literature of any

kind with regard to PCE and its effect on kidney

cancer?
A. Not to ny recollection.
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Q How about benzene and ki dney cancer?
A. Just sonme of the, once again, the general
literature sort of on solvent, industrial solvent

exposures and risk of kidney cancer, not specific
anal yses of benzene.

Q Wel |, when you say "just on general
I ndustrial solvent, not anything specific on benzene

and ki dney cancer," are you saying you've read -- you
m ght have read stuff on benzene but nothing that

rel ates to whet her benzene does or does not cause

ki dney cancer?

A. So the -- nobst of the epidem ol ogic
studies in regards to solvent exposure and ki dney
cancer risk do not distinguish between the different
conponents of these solvents. That's what |'m nost
famliar with. | have read the anal yses of Goodnman in
regards to the specific conponents of the solvents,
but | did not independently review sonme of the things

t hat she referred to.

Q |s the sanme true for vinyl chloride?
A. Correct.
Q Al right. Do you see how the next

sentence of the Exhibit 10 states, "A 2014 report

found that US Marines and their famlies stationed at
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Canp Lejeune, North Carolina, have a 35 percent higher
ri sk of contracting kidney cancer than their US

counterparts potentially due to contam nated drinking

wat er " ?

A | see that.

Q Do you know what report they're tal king
about ?

A. | suspect that is sonme of the -- well,

there's a reference here, No. 1, that's the Bove

study, that denonstrated a hazard ratio of 1.3 in

conparison to Canp Pendl eton per- -- personnel.
Q. ls it 1.357
A It mght be. You' d have to correct -- |'d

have to look at the article specifically.

Q Al right. Fair to say that these
entities would not have cited the Bove 2014 study with
regard to its data in terns of the anmount of increased
ri sk of exposure to Canp Lejeune water and ki dney
cancer if they didn't think that it was a reliable
st udy?

A. Well, | can't read everybody's m nd who
signed on to this, but presumably they believed that
this was a reputable -- a reputable source.

Q Do -- you've read it, that -- that study?
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A. | 've read that study.

Q Al right. Do you believe that it's a
reput abl e and reliable source?

A. | believe it's a reliable and reputable
sour ce.

Q Okay. There was nothing about the study
t hat you found that would have -- strike that.

| wanted to ask you this question. On the
second page of the letter, | don't know if you
mentioned this or not, but | wanted to just ask you.
The second item down, the second signator down says,
the American Urol ogi c Associ ati on.
Do you have affiliation with thenf
A. | correct nyself, I'ma nmenber of the AUA
as well.
Q Do you have any responsibilities with the
AUA out side of just being a nmenber?
A. | do not.
Q Has the Kidney Cancer Associ ation ever
funded any of your literature or research?
A They funded sonme of ny research | believe
In the 1994 when | was a young assi stant professor.
Q Okay. How -- how nmany tinmes has the

Ki dney Cancer Association -- strike that.
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Any other tinmes than the '90s?
A No.
Q Do you know how many total tinmes that
t hey' ve funded your research or work?
A Once.
Q Have you ever tal ked with anybody at the

Ki dney Cancer Associ ation about Canp Lej eune water

exposure?
A. | have not.
Q W -- we nmentioned just a little while

ago, we were tal king about the fact that you are on

t he Kidney Cancer Research Program s progranmatic

revi ew panel, right, or -- or were?
A. That's correct.
Q And could you tell us about that, please?

Tell us, what does the progranmatic review panel do?
VWhat is their purpose?

A So the Kidney Cancer Research Programis a
conponent of the DOD nedi cal research infrastructure,
and that infrastructure was fundi ng various research
activities, including within kidney cancer. The panel
| was on was charged with maki ng fundi ng deci si ons
foll owm ng peer review of the submtted grants.

Q You said "funding decision foll ow ng
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peer-revi ewed grants"?

A. Correct. So nore specifically,
researchers submtted grants to the Kidney Cancer
Research Program Those grants underwent, I|ike,
usual ly peer review and were ranked. And then the
panel | was on nmade the final decision as to which one
of those grants would be funded based on, you know,
avai | abl e funds and the peer-revi ew anal ysi s.

Q Okay. And you have been on the

programmtic review panel since 20227

A. That sounds about right.

Q And when -- you were naned chair of that
panel ?

A. | was named chair on that panel earlier
this year with anticipation of -- of filling out the

termfor this comng year. Shortly thereafter
funding to the program was cut.

Q The responsibility -- how | ong were you
chair for?

A. Probably seven days or sonething |ike that
before the funding was cut.

Q Fai r enough.

Is it fair to say that one of the

responsibilities of the programmtic review panel is

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division www.veritext.com
Case 7:23-cv-00897-RJ  Document 508-9  Filed 08/26/25 Page 50 of 314



© 00 N o o0 b~ W N

N N N N N P P PR R R R R R,
A W N P O O 00 N O O B WO NN — O

Page 50

to oversee what is referred to as the "strategic plan”

for the Kidney Cancer Research Progrant?

A. That is correct.
Q Okay. And tell -- tell me -- strike that.
Is it fair to say that there -- the

progranmmatic review panel neets at | east once a year,
and at one of those neetings, they reviewthe
strategic plan for the Kidney Cancer Research Progranf

A. That was one of the roles, and that's --

t hat was a neeting frequency, correct.

Q Is it fair to say that the strategic plan
for the Kidney Cancer Research Programis one that
articulates the nost critical needs in kidney cancer
and the research it seeks to pronote?

A. That is fair.

Q The goals are to increase understandi ng of
t he biol ogy of kidney cancer, true?

A. If I recall correctly, that was in there.

Q Devel op novel therapy strategies for

treat ment of kidney cancer?

A. Yes.

Q | nprove patient care for kidney cancer?

A. Yes.

Q Gow the field and decrease collab- -- and
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I ncrease col l aboration in the area of kidney cancer?
A. Correct.
Q Al right. And the strategic plan, it's
an actual docunent, right?
A It was a docunent.
Q Okay. You say "was," neani ng because

there's no nore fundi ng?

A. Because the programis cl osed.
Q Ri ght .
A. And | presune it's -- you'd have to go to

the dark web to find it.

Q Fai r enough.

So you as part of the programmatic review
panel -- since 20227

A. Yes.

Q -- woul d have at | east once a year
reviewed the strategic plan generally and the docunent
at that neeting?

A. Yes.

Q s there a nethodol ogy that the Kidney
Cancer Research Program or the programmatic review
panel uses to ensure that the literature it publishes
or the strategic plan specifically is reliable and

accurate?
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A. ' mnot sure that there is a specific
process. The review panel is nmade up of acknow edged
experts in the field, as well as patient
representatives, to nmake sure their views were
i ncluded as to what we consider to be the nost
| mportant issues to address.

MR. MANDELL: Can | have 77.

(WHEREUPQN, a certain docunment was
mar ked Dr. Stadler Deposition Exhibit
No. 11, for identification, as of
07/ 16/ 2025.)
BY MR. MANDELL.:
Q What we've marked as Exhibit 11, the front

of it says "Kidney Cancer Research Program Strategic

Pl an," true?
A Yes.
Q This is the docunent that we were

referring to before?

A. Correct, although I see it's dated Apri
'21. I'mnot sure | was involved with this specific
docunent.

Q Okay. |If you go to the Kidney Cancer
Research Program the website for it, I will state to

you that when there's a link to the docunent, it gives
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you this one. So you don't -- just for purposes of

this question, just accept that as true, okay?

A Fai r enough.
Q All right. So fair to say that -- strike
t hat .
Do you see on the -- if you could turn to
the third page. |t says, "Research and Fundi ng

Envi ronnment " ?

A. | see that.

Q One, two, three, four paragraphs down,
m ddl e of the paragraph, it says, "O her unique
occupati onal exposures that cause kidney cancer, such
as ionizing radiation or chem cal and/or hazardous

materials, can occur during active service, though the

di sease may not appear until later in life."
True?
A | see that.
Q "This results in the veteran" -- "in

Vet erans being nore frequently affected than their US
civilian counterparts.” And then it says, "According
to a 2014 report by the Center for Disease Control and
Prevention, US Marines and their famlies stationed at
Canp Lej eune, North Carolina, have a 35 percent higher

ri sk of contracting kidney cancer than civilians due
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to contam nated drinking water," true?

A | see that statenent.

Q Do you believe that that is referring to
the sanme Bove study that we were just talking about in
the letter to Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth?

A | -- | presune it does since it uses the
same nunbers.

Q Okay. And | should have asked you this
guestion. Are you aware, as sonebody who was on the
programmtic review panel and who was the chair for
al beit maybe a short period of tinme, whether there is
an updated version of this strategic plan?

A. Not to ny know edge.

Q Okay. So as far as you know, this would
be the nost updated version, is that fair?

A. Assum ng that, as you stated, you
downl oaded this recently, | wuld say that this is --
with that caveat, that it is the nost updated version.

Q Okay. And so fair to say that you would
have reviewed this docunent at the annual neetings
t hat you woul d have had for the programmatic review
panel ?

A. | presunme we saw this docunent in sone

version, that is fair to say.
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Q Okay. Did you ever tell anybody that the
2014 Bove study was not a reliable study at any point
in time?

A. No, | have not.

Q Okay. So fair to say -- strike that.

And the programmatic review panel and the
Ki dney Cancer Research Program and yoursel f woul dn't
have allowed this to be published if you didn't
believe it was an accurate and reliable study, fair?
A. That's fair.
Q Did you see in Dr. Goodnman's report any
reference to any of the studies done by Dr. Bove or

t he ATSDR?

A. | would have to talk a | ook at that
report. | believe she did reference the Bove study,
but I -- 1 don't recall ex- -- the exact | anguage.

Q Al right. Do you recall whether or not
Dr. Goodman sites the Bove studies in also -- strike

t hat .

Do you recall whether or not Dr. Goodman
sites the Bove studies, including the Bove 2014 study,
favorably or unfavorably?

A. To the best of ny recollection, she sites

t he Bove study, and in her conclusion states that TCE
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has been associated with renal cancer.

Q | see. So you -- your understandi ng of
Dr. Goodman's report and anal ysis, her opinions, is
that she reviewed the Bove studies and took fromt hat
at | east one part, that TCE causes ki dney cancer, is
t hat what you're saying?

A. So I would have to read the exact |anguage
that she utilized. | think that to the best of ny
recol l ection, she said that there was an associ ation
of ki dney cancer and TCE

Q Do you believe that that was based upon,
in part, the Bove studies, including Bove 20147

A. So I know that Dr. Goodman anal yzed | ots
of studies, referred to lots of studies in her report.
| don't recall how she weighted that report, that --
t hat publication, the Bove publication, vis-a-vis the
ot her publications she revi ewed.

Q Whuld it surprise you if Dr. Goodnan
referred to all of the Bove studies, including the
2014 study as unreliable?

A | don't recall her |anguage regarding
that, and | would have to review the report again to
see exactly how she described it.

Q And I'"'m-- I'"mnot trying to be incredibly
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specific with the word choice here, but as a general
proposition, would it surprise you if Dr. Goodnan
referred to the Bove studies, including the Bove 2014
study, as a study that generally shouldn't be used in
the anal ysis because it's unreliable? Wuld that

surprise you as a general proposition as you sit here

t oday?
A. | don't have an opinion one way or the
ot her.
Q Okay. You're -- | think you had nenti oned

that you're affiliated with the Bl adder Cancer
Advocacy Networ k?

A. | -- yes.

Q You were on the advisory board for fif- --
for 17 years?

A. | was on the advisory board for a nunber
of years, yes.

Q And what does the Bl adder Cancer Advi sory
Board do?

A. Simlar to the kidney cancer scientific,
t he nedi cal advisory group provides general advice to
t he patient organization, also nakes advice and
deci sions regarding fundi ng of research.

Q Do you have any understanding as to
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whet her or not the Bl adder Cancer Advocacy Network has
publ i shed anything related to Canp Lejeune and its
exposures and their relation to either kidney cancer
or bl adder cancer?

A. "' m not aware of anything, but ny
association with them has been nore tenuous over the
| ast several years.

Q Okay. Do you know who Dr. Richard Cl app
| S?

Ri chard Cl app?
Yeabh.

> O >

Not i mmedi ately, no.

Q Okay. For efficiency's sake, let nme just
ask you whether you would agree or disagree with this
sent ence:

"What they found was that conparing
Canp Lej eune to Canp Pendl eton, there was an overall
statistically significant increase in deaths due to
cancer."

A. | believe that's referring to sone of
the -- the Bove study and simlar, and that statenent,
if referring to the -- to that study, is correct.

MR. MANDELL: Can you just read that |ast part,

sorry.
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(WHEREUPON, the record was read by the
reporter as requested.)

MR. MANDELL: Fi ne.

BY MR. MANDELL:

Q And as you understand it, is that correct
as to kidney cancer and bl adder cancer?

A. My understandi ng of the Bove study is that
there was an increased risk in blad- -- in kidney
cancer but not necessarily in bladder cancer.

Q You're -- | think you had said that you're
affiliated with the American Urol ogi c Associ ati on,
true?

A. | am

Q Any under standing as to whether or not the
American Urol ogic Associ ation publishes literature --
stri ke that.

Do you have any affiliation -- | think |
had asked you this question, but | want to just
doubl e- check.

Do you have any responsibilities with
regard to the American Urol ogic Associ ation other than
just being a nenber?

A. | do not.

Q Al right. You' ve presented at their
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conferences?

A. | have presented at their conferences.

Q Anyt hi ng other than that? Have you
published literature on their behalf, have you had
research funded by them have they been involved in
any of your research or funding, that type of thing?

A. No, no ot her associ ations.

Q Any idea if the Urologic -- American
Ur ol ogi ¢ Associ ation has published anything rel ating
to the exposures at Canp Lej eune and ki dney cancer?

A. | have no idea.

Q Would it surprise you if there were
materials fromthe American Urol ogic Associ ation

stating that there were increased risks fromthe

exposure at Canp Lejeune to kidney cancer?
A. I would not necessarily be surprised if
t here was sonet hing there.
Q Ckay.
MR. MANDELL: Do you want to take a five-m nute
break?
THE VI DEOGRAPHER: We are now off the record at
10: 15 a. m
(VWHEREUPON, a recess was had
from10:15 to 10:25 a. m)
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THE VI DEOGRAPHER: We are back on the record at
10: 25 a. m
BY MR. MANDELL.:

Q. Dr. Stadler, you're famliar with the
concept of equi poise, true?

A. | am

Q And you' ve used that concept in your
literature, true?

A. | have, yes.

Q What -- what does equi poi se nean to you?

A. Equi poi se generally nmeans that prior to
the conduct of a study or in the con- -- in the
context of current know edge, that one has -- one has
equal confidence in two alternative hypot heses.

Q Is it fair to say that that would be
synonynmous with or one could define as -- as likely as
not, at least as |ikely as not?

A. My understanding is that there's | egal
definitions for that. So | can't comment on the |egal

definitions. Wat | would say is that equi poi se neans

that one can, as | said, equ- -- equal weight to one
hypot hesis or the -- or the alternative hypothesis.
Q Sur e, okay.

And you have used that concept in your
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literature, is it fair to say, because you believe

that it's a valid scientific concept to use?

A Equi poise is a valid scientific concept,
right.
Q You -- is it fair to say -- okay. Strike
t hat .
How do you use equi poise in your practice?
A. So the nost commonpl ace | use equi poise is

when designing clinical trials, and in that sense,
there is reasonabl e equipoise in a controlled study
that the outconme is -- is -- would be simlar in both
arns.

THE COURT REPORTER: l'"msorry, simlar in?

THE WTNESS: Simlar in both arns. Sorry.
BY MR. MANDELL.:

Q Do you know how many tinmes you've

publ i shed literature using the concept of equipoise

or -- or citing to equipoise as a standard?
A | -- | have no idea.
Q s it multiple?
A. Mul ti pl e, probably.
Q Over many years?
A. Over many years.
Q Did you attenpt to apply an equi poi se or
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as-likely-as-not standard to any of your opinions in
this case?

A. So ny opinions were based on the likely
contributors to cause of an individual patient's
cancer.

Q So did you attenpt at all to apply an
equi poi se or at |least as-likely-as-not standard to
your opinions in this case?

A. " mnot quite sure what you nean by, you
know, sort of that question.

Q Okay. Do you have an understanding --
stri ke that.

What is your understanding as to the
standard that you -- that applies to the opinions that

you give in this case?

A. So in general, and in this particular --
t hese cases, | | ooked at potential causes for kidney
cancer that are likely, and I -- | would |eave it sort
of at that. | didn't -- | didn't provide -- | didn't

use any other |egal standards.

Q And how do you define "likely"?

A So in general, | would pro- -- define
li kely as at |east 50 percent |ikely.

Q When you say at | east 50 percent, does
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t hat nmean 50 percent?

A. Once again, | don't think we can be that
exact in nedicine. What | would say is when | | ook at
causation for an individual patient, | would say that
it is at |least 50 percent -- that a particular

causative exposure is at |east 50 percent, is at |east
50 percent likely to be relevant.

Q Al right. So you had said before when
you were defining equipoise that you would | ook at two
di fferent hypotheses and say, is there as -- as likely
a chance of one as the other.

Do you renenber that?

A. Yes.

Q Al right. So when you used the
definition of the standard that you're tal king about
as you apply it to this case, if you had -- and |I'm
going to make it a little nore concrete.

I f you had two potential causes of a
person's kidney cancer and you thought that they --
one hypothesis was as likely as the other hypothesis,
woul d you consider that that was what you would refer
to as causal ?

A. So that makes -- | think your question

makes the assunption that there is a known cause for
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every single patient.

Am | interpreting your question correctly?
Q Not necessarily. And let nme ask it a
different way. Let's say -- strike that.

| believe I know what you're saying, so
|l et me ask you a question and you tell nme if it makes
sense to you.

As you |l ook at a patient, if you believe
that there was as likely a hypothesis that the
patient's kidney cancer was caused by, let's say,
envi ronnental exposures as it being idiopathic, would
you have witten in your report that you thought that
either or both of those would be a cause of the kidney
cancer ?

A. | -- I think that that's fair. In other
words, if | thought that it was equally likely that a
cause was idiopathic or due to a specific exposure, |
woul d have stated that.

Q Okay. Meaning -- okay.

So nmeaning in your reports where you would
have found that there was a particular risk factor
t hat was associated wth kidney cancer, you would have
put any of themin that category that used that

definition, true?
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A | think that that's fair. And
specifically as an exanple, in the Tukes report it was
my opinion that, you know, genetic causes were the
nost |ikely cause, nore likely than anything el se.

Q Okay. But, for exanple, that -- that --
|l et's take a hypothetical situation, okay. Let's say
t hat you thought for Ms. Tukes, that it was as |ikely
that Mrs. Tukes was genetic as being idiopathic, or as
bei ng Canp Lejeune water; would you have put those
three things as what you determ ned to be the causes,
or not?

A. I n general under that hypothetica
situation, the answer is yes.

Q Okay. So you woul d equate the standard
that you're using in this case -- strike that.

You' ve done a bunch of work for

phar maceuti cal conpani es?

A. | have.
Q What type of work do you do for thenf
A. A nunmber of different work. | have been

sponsored by pharmaceutical conpanies to conduct their
clinical trials, | have given consulting advice in
ternms of drug devel opnent, and | also sit on a nunber

of data safety nonitoring boards to provide oversight
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in terms of patient safety in large Phase |11 trials.

Q Is it fair to say that you' ve nmade a
subst anti al amount of noney doing that work?

A. | have suppl enented my incone over the
years doing that kind of work. | would just state
that the work I do with pharmaceutical conpanies in
regards to clinical trials involve contracts that go
to the institution and not to nyself.

Q Do you get benefit fromthe institution if
a particular contract goes to the institution as
opposed to directly to you at the outset?

A So they are very different. Things that
go to ne personally are things that | do as, in
essence, an independent physician who has certain
expertise in providing advice. Wwen |I do clinical
trials, | have done that with patients that have
visited the institution, so that's an -- that is an
activity that | do as part of ny university enpl oynment

or appoi nt nent.

Q So you're aware of Open Paynments?
A. | am wel |l aware of Open Paynents.
Q Do you know how nuch Open Paynents says

t hat you've made over the years from pharmaceuti cal

conpani es?
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A. | know that Open Paynments will distinguish
between the funding to the institution and the funding
to nme personally. | haven't |ooked there recently.
don't know what it says.

Q | f, when | ooking for you -- strike that.

s what you're saying that if you go to
Open Paynents, you can | ook for an individual person

versus an institution?

A. You can | ook for both.
Q And the amount -- so if | typed in
"University of Chicago,"” it would give the amount of

noney for any of the clinical trials that you' ve done
for which the noney woul d have been sent directly to
the University of Chicago?

A | believe so.

Q And if | were to type in your nane, that
woul d be noney that goes to you directly?

A In general, that is correct.

Q Okay. Wuld it sound about right to you
i f that nunber for you personally was in the order of

3-1/2 to $4 mllion?

A Over what period, tinme period?
Q 2017 to 2018 to the present.
A. It seens a little bit high since per ny
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recoll ection of my tax records, | nade on the order of
about a hundred thousand dollars a year on consulting,
Sso.
Q Okay.
MR. MANDELL: Can you give ne 9C.
(WHEREUPON, a certain docunment was
mar ked Dr. Stadl er Deposition Exhibit
No. 12, for identification, as of
07/ 16/ 2025.)
BY MR. MANDELL.:
Q We've marked Exhibit 12, Dr. Stadler.
MR. BU. Thank you.
BY MR. MANDELL.:

Q Could you tell nme if you are famliar at
all with this general printout here?

A. Yes, | am

Q Al right. |Is this what we were just
t al ki ng about ?

A. This is what we were tal king about. On
the second page the $3 mllion refers to associ ated
research funding. That is funding that goes to ny
I nstitution.

Q Okay.

A The general paynent is nore reflective of
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paynent to ne.

Q Okay. So is what you're saying that even
t hough this would be a search for your nanme if --
accept nmy representation that there was a search made
for your name, which it says at the top there, on the
first page.

A. Correct.

Q VWhat you're saying is on the second page,
t he breakouts between general paynment, research
paynment, associated research fundi ng, you're saying
you think the associated research fundi ng goes to an

i nstitution and not yourself?

A. That is correct.
Q So of that three-and-a-half mllion
dollars, do you get -- strike that -- would that have

all gone to one institution?

A. Yes, because | have been at the University
of Chicago for 30 years. This reflects my work at the
Uni versity of Chicago.

Q So do you as a result of making the
Uni versity of Chicago three-and-a-half mllion dollars
get any, first, financial benefit fromthat?

A. | do not. | had a salary and | got the

sanme sal ary.
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Q Do you get any other type of benefit from
the University of Chicago outside of, let's say,
direct financial benefit to you?

A. So | would say that this research funding
is one of many sources of research funding for the
work that | did as a -- as a faculty nenber, and
obvi ously ny research productivity was nonitored and
research product -- this is part of the netric for
research productivity.

Q Do you know where you fall in the nmetrics
of research productivity at the University of Chicago
in terms of, like, three-and-a-half mllion dollars?
Is that in the high category, the medium the |ow?

A. | have no idea. | know that, you know,
based on ny publication record, |I was a well-respected
seni or faculty nmenber at the university.

Q And have you -- you know what a conflict
of interest is, right?

A | do.

Q And is it fair to say that you' ve witten

on conflict of interest?

A. |"ve witten on conflict of interest.
Q When you've written on conflicts of
interest, is it fair to say that -- that you've
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witten that there is extensive literature, as you
bel i eve, that states that even trivial renuner- --

remunerati ons i ntroduce bias for the individual?

A. | think that there is literature to
suggest -- to suggest that, yes.

Q And do you agree with that?

A. Yes.

Q And do you believe that multibillion
dol | ar pharmacy conpani es -- pharmaceuti cal conpani es

have successfully used these gifts to induce the use
of their products?

A. That's a -- that's a different question.
| would sunmmari ze a conplex area to say that

phar maceuti cal conpanies as |ike any other industry

wi Il seek to enhance the sale of their products.
Q Wul d you agree with the sentence -- or
the statenent that, "A rmultibillion dollar

pharmaceuti cal marketing industry has successfully
used pens, lunches, tote bags and other trivial gifts
to i nduce uses of their products"?

A. | think that that's fair.

Q Have you been induced to use products
based off of gifts from pharnaceutical conpani es?

A Bei ng aware of the biases, |I've tried very
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hard not to, and | have tried everything in ny power
to make deci sions based on avail abl e evi dence.

Q Have you witten that as far as you're
concerned, it is inescapable that financial conflicts
of interest influence how providers choose treatnents?

A. You may be referring to sonething you
found that | wote, but in general, it is correct that
we all have our biases.

Q And you woul d agree that that includes
you, true?

A. | certainly have ny biases.

Q Whul d you agree that accepting -- strike
t hat .

Woul d you agree that financi al
conpensation to sonebody |ike yourself constitutes a
bi as?

A. By itself, not necessarily. | think that
there are specific aspects. |, for exanple, have
stated that a lot of ny work right nowis as an
i ndependent nenber of a data safety nonitoring
commttee to provide oversight on clinical trials to
I nternational pharmaceutical conpanies.

Q Have you ever witten that when sonebody

| i ke yourself is in the position of having to choose
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bet ween accepting financial conpensation or not, with
relating to |like a research project, have you ever
equated that to sai nthood?

A. Not to ny recollection.

Q Have you ever stated to your
under st andi ng, "Expecting individuals with such
expertise to forego the personal econom c gains
commensurate with their skills is utopian"?

A. | believe there was an article | once

wrote where you're taking that, you know, sentence

from

Q And -- so yes?

A | guess the answer is yes.

Q Okay. Have you ever witten that we
venerate saints because there are -- there are so few

of us who always place the interests of the greater
good above their own"?
A. Presumabl y, vyes.
Q And is what you're saying -- strike that.
Do you put yourself in the saint category?
A My wife doesn't and | wouldn't either.
Q So is it fair to say -- strike that.
Have you ever witten on the difference

bet ween fundi ng for sponsored research versus
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I nvestigator initiated research or studies?

A | have.

Q And you've witten that there's a
di fference between the two, right?

A | believe there is.

Q Meani ng when there is sponsorship from an
entity |ike a pharmaceutical conpany, that's different
than if you cane up with the research project yourself
and -- and initiated it through, like, the University

of Chicago or sonething, true?

A. That is correct.
Q And is it true that you' ve witten that
when you have funding from sponsored entities, |ike

phar maceuti cal conpani es, you have nore bias?

A. There's a tendency to have nore bias in
part because that's contracted work.

Q Have you -- have you ever been involved in
a situation in which you were doing work for a
phar maceuti cal conpany in which they gave you a slide
deck of slides to do a presentation?

A. | have in the past.

Q And is that one of the biases that you
bel i eve exists when you work for pharmaceutica

conpani es, nmeaning they give you information to
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pronote their products, fair?

A. | think that where |'ve been personally
I nvol ved is when |'ve received material for
presentation, | have always tried to make sure that
that material is as accurate and unbi ased as possi bl e.
| have nmultiple exanples where | have not presented
what was originally given to ne and asked it to be
nmodi fi ed.

Q Have you ever stated that when you engage
I n these sponsored projects from pharmaceutica
conpani es, that your intellectual contribution is |ow
or nodest?

A. | believe that intellectual contributions
are -- are low to nodest and that our mjor
responsibility as faculty for those studies is to

protect the patients and assure the scientific

validity.
Q And when you say that in those situations
your intellectual -- strike that.

Have -- have you ever stated that the
reason why you engage in those sponsored projects is
because it's good for your CV, it keeps deans happy,
but they're not real contributions to the literature?

A | may have said that in some ways al nost
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facetiously, in that in conparison to individual
i nvestigator-initiated research, this has a much | ower
intellectual -- this is a nuch |lower intellectual
contribution.
Q And -- and why? What do you nean by that?
A. Well, in the sense that a conpany may have
a concept, may have designed a trial, may actually
collect the information on the trial, they at the end
of the day have made a nuch greater intellectual
contribution than the individual physician who may be

enrolling the patients.

Q But your nane is on the study, right?
A My nanme is still on the study.
Q | see. And have you ever referred to that

research as not being true research?

A | have referred to that research as being
contract work and | ess val uabl e than i ndependent
research activities.

Q Do you have an equity interest in any
phar maceuti cal conpani es?

A | have no equity interest in the
phar maceutical industry. | do have equity in a
bi ot ech called Fortress Biotech that has no val ue at

the current tine.
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Q Have you -- do you or have you ever had an

equity ownership in Abbott Labs?

A. My wife had equity in Abbott Labs that |
becane part of when we married 30 years ago. | don't
know, five, ten years thereafter, | asked her to sel

that equity because of potential conflicts of interest

with my job.

Q You have -- we marked as Exhibit 6, |
believe, your billing in this case?

A That is correct.

Q And you've -- is it fair to say you've

made a substantial anount of noney so far in this
case?

A. | have made a reasonabl e anpbunt of nobney
in this case so far

Q Al right. And we know that the
allotnment, so to speak, is fromthe governnent for
your work into the future, is $190,000, true?

A That's what we di scussed.

Q Have -- has that ever caused you on any
occasion to disclose that as a conflict of interest,
meani ng the noney that you're making fromthe
governnment in this case?

A. | have disclosed the noney | have been
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making in this case to both the University of Chicago
when | worked there and currently to the City of Hope
as addi tional outside incone.

Q s there anything publicly that you' ve
done that with?

A | -- when | have given tal ks, |I have noted
in nmy talks, and in ny disclosures, that | have
recei ved noney fromthe Departnment of Justice. | have

not provided a |ot of details in that.

Q What -- like, give nme an exanple of a talk
that you're -- that you're referring to.
A. | gave a talk recently at the -- in

M nneapolis on an update for sone of the bl adder

cancer presentations at the nopst recent Anerican

Society of Clinical Oncol ogy neetings from Chi cago.
As part of ny disclosure, | noted that |

had been renunerated by the Departnent of Justice.

Q And that was a -- is that a public doc- --

A. It's public.

Q Like, is there a public slide show or
public --

A. Yes.

Q Any ot her ones you can think of?

A In ternms of talks, I"'mtrying to recall if
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t here was anything else recent, but | disclosed that
sort of general remuneration fromthe Departnent of
Justice as part of my DSMB activities that |I'mon, as
well as sone things like editorial commttees that |'m
on.

Q In your reports that we've marked as
Exhibit 1 through 5 -- you kept those out front,
that's good -- you state that you rely on different
expert reports, but one of those expert reports is a
Dr. LaKi nd.

Do you know who Dr. LaKind is?

A | do not know them personally.

Q | just nean, |ike, do you know -- that was
an i nprecise question.

You don't know Dr. LaKind personally,
true?

A. Correct.

Q Do you know what Dr. LaKind's role is in
this case?

A. If -- if | recollect correctly, Dr. LaKind
provi ded assessnments of exposure.

Q And did you -- strike that.

Did you utilize those assessnents of

exposure in your opinions?
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A. So in part, yes, in the sense that

Dr. LaKind's opinion was that the degree of exposure

was generally insufficient for the -- for causation
pur poses.
Q Do you know what Dr. LaKind's

qualifications are in terms of being able to make a
conclusion that the exposure |evels at Canp Lejeune
were not -- or for these plaintiffs were not

sufficient?

A. I -- | read the general description of
expertise, but | don't recall exactly what that was.
Q So -- strike that.
Do you know what m | ligrams per kil ogram

per day neans?
A. | know what it neans.
Q. Do you know what it nmeans in terns of

significance?

A. | knowit's a -- you know, it's a conmmon
measure of exposure. |If you're asking a question
about, you know, specific exposures here, | can't

comment in ternms of actual nunbers.
Q. Do you know how to convert mlligrans per
ki | ogram per day to m crograns per Kkilogram per day?

A. | could probably do the math.
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Q Okay. Would you have enough information
to be able to do the math, | guess, without trying to
research it?

A. | can convert mlligrans to m crograns.

If you ask nme in terns of significance of either

m crogranms or mlligranms, depending on where the
decimal point is for a specific exposure, | couldn't
do that.

Q Right. But do you know if mlligrans per

kil ogram per day is used for the sanme exposure
assessnment as mcrogranms per kil ogram per day?

A. | have no idea except for the fact that
one is a few decimal places different than the other.
Q Do you know what mlligranms per neters

cubed is?
A. | have a general understandi ng of what
t hat neans.
Q Do you know what it's used for in terns of

an exposure anal ysis?

A. | presune that that refers to airborne
exposures, but beyond that, | can't coment.
Q Do you know if it's used -- what type of

ai rborne exposures it's used for?

A. | don't know for sure.
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Q Okay. Do you know what m crograns per
meters cubed is?
A. It sounds like it's another airborne

exposure netric.

Q Do you know if it's used for sane airborne
exposures as mlligrams per neters cubed?
A Once again, there's just a decimal's

di fference between those two, but | know nothing nore
t han that.
Q Okay. So as far as you're concerned, they
woul d be used for the sanme type of airborne exposures?
A As far as | know, but I amnot -- | am not
an expert in exposure.
Q Okay.
MR. MANDELL: Can | have -- yeah, give ne one
second. 16.
(WHEREUPON, a certain docunment was
mar ked Dr. Stadler Deposition Exhibit
No. 13, for identification, as of
07/ 16/ 2025.)
MR. MANDELL: Thanks.
BY MR. MANDELL.:
Q |"ve marked as Exhibit 13 a report from

Dr. LaKind relating to Allan Howar d.
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Do you see that at the front?

A | see that.
Q Okay. Could you turn to Page 75 for ne.
A. 75 of 162, there | am
Q Got it?
A. Yes.
Q Al right. Did you read this docunent?
A | will -- 1 don't recall all details of
t he docunent. | know it was provided to nme. | read

t hrough the summary and | perused the rest, but | did
not read it in detail.

Q Ckay. Do you see in the upper third,
there's a bunch of bullet points, and then in the
bottomthird, there are sonme nore bullet points?

A | see that.

Q All right. And do you see how it says,

li ke, for the first bullet point, "Daily exposure
estimates via inhalation for PCE range from . 065

to .16 mcrograns per kilogram per day and via dermal
contract -- contact from.15 to .19."

Do you see that?

A. | see that.
Q What does that nean to you?
A. That is an estimte of how nuch PCE
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M. Howard was exposed to or likely exposed to, based
on the prior paragraph.

Q Do you -- inprecise question again on ny
part.

What does it nean in ternms of the

subst ance of your opinions?

A. | have great difficulty in specifically
| i nking these nunbers to ny opinion. |'m dependent on
Dr. LaKind's overall conclusion that the |evels here
were insufficient for kidney cancer causati on.

Q Al right. So do you see all of the
bul l et points on Page 75 and 767?

A. | see that.

Q Woul d your answer be the sane if we were

to go through each of them one by one?

A It would be the sane.
Q Okay. And so essentially what you're
saying is, you -- you don't understand what even is in

Dr. LaKind's report, other than the fact that you
believe Dr. LaKind is saying that these exposures were
not sufficient enough to cause kidney cancer, true?

A. That is fair.

Q | -- out of efficiency's sake, if we were

to go through the other four plaintiffs' reports --
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this is just for M. Howard. |[|f we were to go through
the other four plaintiff reports for the other four
plaintiffs for Dr. LaKind, would your answers be the

sane as to those?

A It would be the sane.
Q Okay. Thank you.
Do you know what the FAST nodel is?
A | do not.
Q Do you know how Dr. LaKind got data from

exposure to showers?

A. | do not.

Q How about for dernmal ?

A. | do not.

Q How about for inhal ation?

A. | do not.

Q How about for ingestion?

A | do not.

Q Did you think it was necessary for your

opi nions to have or rely on an expert who | ooked at
t he exposures for each individual plaintiff and
conpared that to the risk or causal relationship to
devel opi ng ki dney cancer?

A. It was -- the exposure history and the

exposure estinmates as provided by the toxicol ogist was
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one of the things that | utilized for nmy causation
opi ni on.
Q Right. So the answer to ny question was
yes?
A Yes.
Q Okay.
| lied. Can -- can you pull back out

Exhibit 13 just for a second, and turn to Page 75.

MR. BU. I'msorry, can you give ne the page one
nore time, Zach?

MR. MANDELL: 7 -- 75.

BY MR. MANDELL.:

Q " mgoing to ask a general question, which
is: O all of the units of neasurenent that are found
on Pages 75 and 76, have you ever seen any of those
units of nmeasurenent used in epidem ol ogy studies to
det erm ne exposure?

A. | have not to ny recollection. The
epi dem ol ogy studies that | specifically | ooked at did
not provi de exposure histories to this |evel of
detail .

Q Did you ever see -- strike that.

| think you had said toward the begi nning

of the deposition that one of the things that you

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division www.veritext.com
Case 7:23-cv-00897-RJ  Document 508-9  Filed 08/26/25 Page 88 of 314



© 00 N o o0 b~ W N

N N N N N P P PR R R R R R,
A W N P O O 00 N O O B WO NN — O

Page 88

| ooked at in terns of the epidem ol ogy was the Bove

studi es?
A. Correct.
Q And the studies from ATSDR?
A Correct.
Q The studies relating to Canp Lej eune,
ri ght?
A Correct.
Q Did you see or you -- were you provided

ever with exposure netrics that allowed you to draw a
conpari son between these five plaintiffs that you

| ooked at and the Canp Lejeune epidem ol ogy?

A. Not to ny recollection.

Q Did you ever ask for that?

A. | did not.

Q Did you believe that it was -- strike

t hat .

Is it fair to say, then, that you did no
anal ysis of the exposures of these five plaintiffs as
it conpared to the Canp Lej eune epi dem ol ogy?

A That is correct.
Q Do you know if any expert for the
Departnent of Justice did that?

A My understanding fromthe LaKind report,
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and there was anot her exposure expert, that they --
they provided the estimtes for exposure of these
particular plaintiffs.

Q s it your understanding that those
experts as part of what they did for their opinions
was conpare the exposures of these five plaintiffs to
t he Canp Lej eune epi dem ol ogy?

A. | don't know how they -- whether they
conpared it -- let nme put it this way. | don't know
whet her their exposure history -- their exposure
anal ysis conpared these plaintiffs' exposure to others
at Canp Lejeune.

Q Do you think -- regardl ess of whether you
know whet her they did or didn't, do you think that
that's sonething that would have been a significant
thing to do, understanding that we are dealing wth
plaintiffs who were at Canp Lejeune?

A. | don't have an opinion one way or the
other. | |ooked at each one of these plaintiffs
sonewhat i ndependently in ternms of ny assessnent for
causati on.

Q Well, when you were | ooking at them
i ndependently, did you either your -- we know you

didn't yourself, but did you ever seek to | ook to see
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whet her any ot her expert had conpared any one of the
i ndi vidual plaintiffs to the epidem ol ogy from
Canp Lej eune?

A. | did not | ook for any of that

I nformati on.

Q Why not ?

A. Because the information that | was
provi ded, as well as what | | ooked at individually,
suggested that the degree of ex- -- the degree and
duration of exposure was such that it was -- that the

Canp Lej eune exposure was not the nost |ikely cause of
t hese patients' own cancer.

Q And where is it that you got the data that
each one of the individual plaintiffs' exposures was
not sufficient in ternms of the duration or anpunts,
what you just said?

A. The exposure and duration of exposure, as
| said before, | was highly dependent on the analysis
of the toxicologist, as well as the epidem ol ogi st who
| ooked at all of the epidem ol ogy data.

Q So when you say "the toxicologist,” who
are you referring to?

A. Dr. LaKind and | believe there was one

ot her exposur e expert.
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Q | see. Vhen you say the epidem ol ogi st
who are you referring to?

A Mai nly Dr. Goodman.

Q Al right. Do you have an understandi ng
that Dr. Goodman | ooked at any one of these five
I ndi vi dual ki dney cancer plaintiffs and nade any
assessnment about their exposures?

A | don't know.

Q Did you have as a basis of your opinion
that she did and found that they weren't sufficient?

A. My understanding of Dr. Goodman's
testinony was that she testified about the
epi dem ol ogy and not about exposures.

Q Okay. So you would agree that -- strike
t hat .

Do you agree that Dr. Goodman did not | ook
at any of these five plaintiffs, or do you think she
di d?

A. | don't know if she specifically | ooked at
t hese cases or not.

Q Do -- was that -- was that relevant at al
to your opinions in terns of whether or not the
epi dem ol ogi st who was | ooking at the epidem ol ogy

studi es | ooked at the patients or not?
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A What was relevant to ne was the overal
epi dem ol ogi c opinion, and as | stated in ny reports,
a nore conprehensive | ook at individual patient in
terms of what all of the different potential causes
m ght be for that individual patient.

Q Al right.

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: Do you mind putting that clip
down.

MR. MANDELL: Oh, I'mso sorry. Yeah, sorry
about that.

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: Thank you.

MR. MANDELL: No problem
BY MR. MANDELL.:

Q So let ne just see if | can sum up where
we are so far. |Is it fair to say that you do not have
any understandi ng one way or the other as to when
any -- as to whether any expert for the defendant in
this case, the Departnent of Justice, conpared any one
of the five kidney cancer plaintiffs to any
epi dem ol ogy study, fair?

MR. BU. (Objection; form

You can answer.
BY THE W TNESS:
A. So to ny know edge | -- let nme put it this
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way. | do not know if any defense expert conpared the
characteristics of any one of these plaintiffs to the
nore general Canp Lejeune popul ati on.
BY MR. MANDELL:
Q Okay. How about -- and | appreciate that
answer. |'mgoing to try to -- strike that.
How about any ot her epidem ol ogy outside

of the Canp Lej eune epidem ol ogy? Sane answer, true?

A. | -- I don't know if they did any of that.
Q So yes?

A Correct.

Q What -- what is it that you believe was

done from an exposure standpoint relating to these
five plaintiffs as it conpared to whether or not these
five plaintiffs were considered at higher risk for

ki dney cancer or not?

A. So ny understandi ng of the toxicologist's
report is that they nmade esti mates regardi ng exposure,
especially to TCE, for these specific plaintiffs and
conpared that to exposures that have been associ at ed

wi t h ki dney cancer.

Q Do you know what exposures are known to
be assoc- -- associated with kidney cancer outside
of -- strike that.
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Do you know what exposures they | ooked at
in terns of ones being associated with kidney cancer?

A. | -- | don't know what |evels they
actually conpared it to.

Q And how did you use that, that assunption
on your part, that there was an expert who | ooked at
esti mates of exposure for each of these five kidney
cancer plaintiffs and conpared those to exposures
associ ated with kidney cancer, how did you use that?

A So in each one of the cases, | considered
all of the different potential causes for their Kkidney
cancer and used the estinmated exposures and the
concl usions of the defense experts as one data point.

Q Did you use that as the data point to not
have Canp Lej eune water exposure on any one of the
five differential diagnoses that you did for these
five plaintiffs?

A. Can you repeat that question?

Q Sure.

Did you use that assunption on your part
as to what those experts said as a basis for not
I ncl udi ng Canp Lej eune exposures on any one of the
differentials that you did for each of these five

plaintiffs?
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exposure estinmates,

anal yses,

not a si

Q

So for each of the five plai

gnificant contributor to their

But, again, let nme just see

understand. The epi dem ol ogy evi dence

wasn't particul ar

true?

A

epi dem ol ogi ¢ studies included patients simlar to

It was relevant in the sense that the

these as far as we can tell.

Q

But just ny question is, you would agree

that any -- you had -- strike that.

You have not read any report

epi dem ol ogi st that | ooked at the |evel

t hat --

t he exposures of these individual plaintiffs,

right, these five?

A.
or the |

experts.

Q

A
Q
A

So the exposure of these plaintiffs was --

I kel y exposure, | depended on t

Ckay. That --

Yeah.

That's what |'m sayi ng.
Correct.

along with the epidem ol ogic

suggested that the Canp Lej eune water was

to any one of these plaintiffs,
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ntiffs, the

cancer.
i fol

that you saw

from an

S -- strike

he t oxi col ogy
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Q So in ternms of your differential for each
of the plaintiffs and each one of the plaintiffs’

I ndi vi dual exposures, you were using the assunption
that you just told us about, that the toxicol ogist
said that these levels for these plaintiffs weren't
associ ated with kidney cancer as the reason to not

I ncl ude that on your differential, fair?

A That -- that is fair.

Q Okay. Have you seen anywhere information
as to if one were to plot, so to speak, each of these
five plaintiffs and their exposures with the exposures
fromthe Canp Lejeune epidem ol ogy, where that would
| and?

A. | have no i dea.

Q Did you |l ook at the water nodeling that
was done related to the toxins that were in the water

at Canp Lejeune?

A. Not in detail.
Q Did you look at it at all?
A. | perused the reports, but was highly

dependent on the final conclusions.
Q Do you know the levels in the water of any
of the chem cals at any given time for any of these

plaintiffs?

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division www.veritext.com
Case 7:23-cv-00897-RJ  Document 508-9  Filed 08/26/25 Page 97 of 314



© 00 N o o0 b~ W N

N N N N N P P PR R R R R R,
A W N P O O 00 N O O B WO NN — O

Page 97

A. | do not off the top of ny head.

Q You don't put that in -- anywhere in your
reports, right?

A | do not.

Q Is it fair to say that the nethodol ogy
that you used in this case was such that before you
even started your differential, you didn't have
Canp Lej eune water on that differential, true?

A So | think that that's incorrect. And
part of ny differential included all potenti al
exposures, including snmoking, including toxic
exposures to environnmental toxin exposure.

Q Okay. Let -- let ne say it a different
way. Maybe the words -- let ne say it a different
way .

When you were goi ng about your
differential, you didn't do any independent analysis
at all as to whether or not the exposures that these
five plaintiffs had to the Canp Lejeune drinking water
woul d have neant that it should have been on your
differential; for all five of them you did not --
you -- you as a nethodol ogy | ooked at the
t oxi col ogi st, Dr. LaKind, and said, Well, Dr. LaKind

says that these aren't sufficient, so |I'mnot putting
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themon ny differential, true?

A So it is correct that when | considered
all of the different potential causes, | excluded
Canp Lejeune in |arge degree because of Dr. LaKind's

exposure anal ysi s.

Q And I -- 1 don't nmean to be -- strike
t hat .
Do you know what a part per billion is?
A Mat hemat i cal | y.
Q Okay. What -- what does that nean?
A. That nmeans that, you know, in -- that the

concentration is such that it is, you know, one out of
ten to the m nus 9th.

Q Did you ever | ook at any of the
plaintiffs' experts' reports on exposure?

A | perused sone of those reports and
understand that they cane to sonme very different
ul ti mate concl usi ons.

Q Did you see in any of those reports
whet her or not any of the exposure netrics that were
used were exposure netrics that either could or could
not conpare to the Canp Lejeune epi dem ol ogy?

A. | do not recall and did not conpare the

metrics fromone set of experts to another set of
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experts.

Q | assunme that the -- your answer would be
the same in terms of conparison to any epi dem ol ogy,
whet her it be Canp Lej eune or otherw se, true?

A That is correct.

Q You said that you did review the -- the
Canp Lej eune Bove studies, true?

A | did | ook at those.

Q So what was the purpose for your review of
t hose docunents?

A. It was -- be -- it was to understand what
the literature mght be in regards to the epidem ol ogy
of the -- this particular -- the epidem ol ogy
associated with this particul ar case.

Q Ckay. One last question on this. Do you
bel i eve, as you sit here now, that you would have the
know edge to apply the exposures for these five

plaintiffs to the Canp Lej eune epidem ol ogy?

A. | don't think I would have that know edge.
Q How about any epi dem ol ogy?

A. No.

Q I n your reports, you discuss that you in

part rely on the expert opinions of a Dr. Lipsconb.

VWho is Dr. Lipsconb?
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A. Now you're challenging ny nenory. |

believe it was anot her exposure expert, but | would

be -- |I'"m open to being corrected.
Q Ckay. Do you -- | think the Tukes report
I S nunmber - -
A 5.
Q -- 5. Could you just pull out Number 5?
A. Correct.
Q If you | ook at Page 12, Number 5.

Category Nunber 5 at the bottom

A. Yes.

Q Do you see how the | ast sentence says,
"See al so Goodman and Li psconb reports"?

A | do.

Q So, fair to say you were -- you were

relying on Dr. Lipscom?

A. That is correct.
Q And believed that Dr. -- Dr. Lipsconb's
opinions -- strike that.

You agree with Dr. Lipsconb's opinions?

A. Yes.
Q OCkay. Do you renenber what it was that
Dr. Lipsconb stated -- strike that.

What is it you understand Dr. Lipsconb's
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opi nions to be?

A To be honest, | don't recall. | would
have to take a | ook at that report again.

Q Okay. Did -- have you read his
deposition?

A. | don't recall if | read his deposition
per se.

Q Al right. Let ne ask you a question and
see if you agree with this, and I'Il -- oh, that's
okay.

MR. MANDELL: Can | have nunber 26.

(WHEREUPON, a certain docunent was
mar ked Dr. Stadl er Deposition Exhibit
No. 14, for identification, as of
07/ 16/ 2025.)
MR. BU. Thank you.
BY MR. MANDELL:

Q Exhi bit 14, would you agree with nme, is
the deposition transcript of a Dr. John Lipsconb?

A Yes.

Q And you think you read this, true?

A | don't know if I've read this actual
deposition. | believe | read the report. | do not
believe that | read the deposition.
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Q Okay. Could you turn to Page 130 for ne,

pl ease. And it's Line 4:

Question -- are you there?

A. Yes.

Q Question: "Okay. Wuld you be able to
know for an individual what their |evel of absorption
woul d be?"

There was an obj ecti on.
The Wtness: "Risk assessnent is not a
science directed at the individual |evel. Regulatory

ri sk assessnent is done at the popul ation |evel."

Do you see that?

A | see that.

Q And you agree with that?

A. | have no reason to disagree.

Q Okay. As far as your opinions in this
case, you would be accepting of that, fair?

A. | woul d be accepting of that.

Q Okay. And then if you could turn to

Page 136, Line 15 starts:

"Okay. In your -- in your 34 years,
t hough, you haven't seen anybody determ ne specific
causation based on a risk assessnent ?"

There was an obj ecti on.
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The W tness: "I haven't, and the reason
haven't is because EPA and ATSDR specifically indicate
that risk assessnent val ues, including those for
cancer, cannot be used to assess the quantified risk
above an expose -- an exposure or the true risk of
cancer."

That's what | said -- did | read that
correctly?

A. You read that correctly.
Q And woul d your answer be the sane for

that, which is you agree with that?

A. | would have to agree with the -- with the
expert.
Q Okay. Thank you. You can put that aside.

That was Nunber --
A. 14.
Q -- 14,
Did you read, review, and rely on the

reports of Dr. Bailey?

A. Yes.
Q Do you know who Dr. Bailey is?
A Dr. Bailey, if | recall correctly, also

did some exposure assessnents.

Q Do you know what exposure assessnents
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Dr. Bailey did?

A. | woul d have to review the report again.

Q Do you know if Dr. Bailey utilized a risk
assessnment, regulatory risk assessnent analysis, for
these five plaintiffs, individuals -- these five
i ndi vidual plaintiffs?

A | don't recall.

MR. MANDELL: Do you want to take a five-m nute
break?

MR. BU.  Sure.

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: We are now off the record at
11: 29 a. m

(WHEREUPQON, a recess was had
from11:29 to 11:40 percent a.m)

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: We are back on the record at
11: 40 a. m
BY MR. MANDELL:

Q Dr. Stadler, did you -- strike that.

Nowhere in your reports do you defi ne what

a substantial exposure is, true?

A No, | do not.

Q Did you do any analysis as to whet her any
of these plaintiffs' exposures were considered

substantial or not?
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A. | did not do any independent anal ysis.
Q. Do you know how nuch water Jacqueline

Tukes drank while she was at Canp Lejeune?

A. | have no idea.

Q. Do you know where she drank that fron?
A. | do not.

Q. Do you know whet her -- how often she

shower ed?

A. | do not.

Q. Do you know where she showered?

A. | do not.

Q. Do you know the water sources for any of

her exposure through showers?
A. | do not.
Q. Do you know the water sources for any of

her exposures through inhalation?

A. | do not.

Q. Der mal ?

A No.

Q. Sane is true for M. Mousser?

A. Correct.

Q. The sanme is true for M. Howard?
A. Correct.

Q. The sanme is true for M. Fancher?
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A. Correct.

Q The sanme is true for M. Downs?

A. Correct.

Q Do you know when M. Fancher was on base?
A. It is in my report, but | don't have

I ndependent recoll ection.

Q Is the sanme true for the other five -- or
t he ot her four?

A. Correct.

Q Did -- did the tine period on base pl ay
any role in your opinions in this case other than just
It was a fact?

A Mainly it was a fact.

Q When you were -- when you were form ng
your opinions in this case, did you consi der exposures
to any of the toxins that were known to be in the
wat er at Canp Lejeune in situations other than the
times that the plaintiffs were exposed to those toxins
at Canp Lejeune?

A. | focused ny analysis on the individual

cases and their particul ar exposures.

Q | guess ny question is, did you | ook at
whet her or not -- strike that.
Do your -- do you view your role in this
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case as mainly providing information as to kidney
cancer generally?

A | view ny role as providing expertise on
ki dney cancer in general and in terns of causation for
the specific individual.

Q Do you believe that you are qualified to
give full opinions on causation for these five
i ndi vidual plaintiffs?

MR. BU: Obj ection; form

You can answer.
BY THE W TNESS:

A. For -- for these five cases, | considered
as a clinician the different potential causes in that
particul ar patient.

Q Have you ever stated that -- the
following: "I am-- in the Departnment of Justice
case, | ammainly the expert to provide information on
ki dney cancer. | also provide, at |least to the extent

of my expertise, sone information on causation.”

A. I --
Q Have you ever said that?
A | presune | did say that.
Q What do you nmean by that? Strike that.
When you say, "to the extent of your
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expertise you provide sone information on causation,”
what do you nean by that?

A VWhat | nmean by that is that | am not an
epi dem ol ogy or toxicol ogy expert, but I ama expert
i n kidney cancer, care of patients, and routinely have
conversations with patients regarding the cause of
their cancer.

Q So what is the limts of your expertise,
as you see it, in terms of providing information on
causation for these plaintiffs?

A. The limt is really in terns of the exact
details of exposure for which |I'm highly dependent on
t he toxicol ogi sts.

Q Anyt hi ng el se?

A. | have -- | would say that | have |ess

expertise in epidem ology than the epidem ol ogic

experts.
Q Anyt hi ng el se?
A | think that nore or | ess covers it.
Q Okay. How do you define the term

"idiopathic"?
A. | di opathic is that essentially we're not
sure and we don't know.

Q Do you believe that the term "idi opathic”
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Is a termof exclusion? Do you know what | nean -- do
you under stand nmy question?

A. | -- | understand your question, and |
think for the nost part that is correct.

Q So woul d you agree with the process of
when you're going about a differential diagnosis, you
try torule in or rule out the potential causes, and
if you don't find a cause, that's the process of

excl usi on, true?

A. That is fair.
Q Al right. So could you turn to, for
exanpl e, Page 13 or -- 13 of your Fancher report.

It's the | ast sentence down towards the
bottom -- or actually, at the bottom

“I'n other words" -- are you on -- tell ne
when you are there, Page 13?

A. Yes.

Q Al right. It says, "In other words, it
is far nore likely than not that M. Fancher would
have devel oped his cancer even in the absence of any
exposures. Plaintiffs' experts not only fail
to convincingly -- convincingly rule out idiopathic
cause, they ignore it altogether.™

Do you see that?
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A | do.

Q You read the plaintiffs' experts' reports,
true?

A. | did.

Q And they did find a cause for the cancer,
true?

A. They opined on a cause, correct.

Q Ri ght .

So would you agree with ne that as a
met hodol ogy, they wouldn't have even gotten to the
point of calling it idiopathic because they found a
cause before that, true?

A. So in ternms of nethodol ogy, | think that
is correct. |, however, would, as per ny opinions, |
believe that they junped to those concl usions w thout
sufficient justification.

Q So you would agree -- strike that.

The answer to ny question was yes?

A. Met hodol ogically, if you cone to a
concl usi on of a cause, then, you know, idiopathic
woul d not be in the |ist anynore.

Q Okay. So you don't -- when you say here
that they ignore idiopathic altogether, that's not

actually true, right?
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A. What | nean by that is that they -- they
presunme that an exposure is a causation and don't
consider the fact that, as in this case, many of the
patients would |ikely get cancer even w thout an
exposure, and so, therefore, that woul d be idiopathic.

Q Well, | think I understand that you
bel i eve you have sonme differences of opinions wth
themin ternms of the cause, true?

A. That is correct.

Q Al right. But in terns of the sentence
that we just read, "Plaintiffs' experts not only
failed to convincingly rule out idiopathic cause, they

ignore it altogether,"” that's not actually a fair
criticismof that because they -- although I
understand that you di sagree that Canp Lejeune water
was a cause, they do believe it's a cause and,
therefore, they didn't ignore it, true?

A. | don't -- the -- the way | would
interpret my -- nmy statenent is to say that when one
does this kind of differential diagnosis, one has to
have, | believe, the appropriate humlity to
acknow edge that one may not know what the cause is,
and that's what | mean by this.

Q But if you believe that there is a cause,
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you don't rule out idiopathic because you have a
cause, true?

A Under the assunption that you firmy
bel i eve that you have a cause, then idiopathic falls
off the |ist.

Q Ri ght. Do you have any reason other than
to believe that the plaintiffs' experts strongly
believe that -- that the Canp Lejeune water was the

cause of each of these five kidney cancer plaintiffs?

A. Ask the question again, please.
Q Yeah. Do you have any reason to believe
t hat the kidney cancer -- the experts for the

plaintiffs, as to these five kidney cancer plaintiffs,
don't actually strongly believe that the Canp Lej eune

wat er was a cause of their kidney cancers?

A. | -- | have no reason to question their
beliefs. | disagree with their concl usions.
Q Fine. My -- so l'mgoing to ask the

guestion again.

Under st andi ng that you have no reason to
di sagree with their beliefs that the Canp Lejeune
wat er was a cause of each of the five kidney cancer
plaintiffs' kidney cancers, you would agree that they

did not ignore idiopathic as a cause, true?
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A. In the construct that you created, that's
a fair statenent.

Q Okay. Do you have any sources,
literature, articles, textbooks, journals, that type
of thing, that support the definitions of "idiopathic”
as you use themin your reports?

A. | use the general nedical definition
i nsomuch as nost patients or many patients that we see
with cancer, we don't assign a cause to, and we cal
t hat 1 di opat hi c.

Q So as a general principle, is your answer
that you can't cite ne any of those types of sources?

A This would be part of general sort of

medi cal practice and experti se.

Q So no, you can't?
A | guess the answer is no.
Q Okay. | want to ask you about a coupl e of

specific sentences. For M. Howard, it's Exhibit 3,

i f you could turn to Page 6. The -- the top part, the
first full paragraph on Page 6. |It's only three
i nes, but...

A Um hum

Q It says, "Finally, given these issues, it

must be recogni zed that the exact etiology or even the
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nost |ikely etiology of any specific cancer in any one
i ndi vidual can be difficult or inpossible to
ascertain. As a result, the cause for the vast
majority of cancers is idiopathic, i.e., unknown."

Do you have any source that you could cite
me, literature, journal, textbook, article, anything
i ke that, that stands for that proposition?

A. | do not have a specific reference to that
effect. | do reference in ny reports that the
attributable cause for kidney cancer specifically for
t he nost common, obesity and snoking, are 29 and
18 percent, neaning that the vast majority, we don't
have an attri butabl e cause.

Q You woul d agree that there are patients
that you see for which they don't have a history of
every exposure to a potentially carcinogenic substance
in their know edge, true?

A. That is fair.

Q Ri ght. Meaning, there m ght be sonebody
who had an exposure, for exanple, to trichloroethyl ene
that just doesn't know they were exposed to
trichloroethyl ene, true?

A. That may be true, but there's an

under |l yi ng assunption here that cancer -- all cancers
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are related to sonme kind of exposure.

Q So do you disagree with that?
A | disagree with that.
Q Al right. So |let me back up just one

st ep.
You do not have a source for those two
sentences that we just read on Page 6 of Allan

Howard's report, true?

A. | don't have a specific source, that is
correct.
Q Okay. And do -- do you -- let nme see if |

can try to understand this.

Do you define "idiopathic" as sonething
that can be in and of itself an individual or
| ndependent cause, or is it that it's just a situation
where you said, where you're not sure and we don't

know and it's a process of exclusion?

A So "idiopathic" by definitionis -- is not
a cause per se. ldiopathic neans there's no way we
can know.
Q Okay. Fine.
So -- fair.

Coul d you turn to Page 8 of Allan Howard's

report, two -- two nore pages, and |I'm | ooking at the
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first full paragraph after the nunber 9.

A Um hum
Q And it's the second -- | think it's the
second-to-last sentence. It starts with "Finally."

Do you see that?

A. Yes.

Q Al right. It says, "Finally, and as
di scussed above for cancer in general, risk factors
I ncrease the odds of devel oping a cancer, but it is
not possible to distinguish the causative roles, if
any, of specific risk factors in an individual
patient. As such, the cause or etiology for nost
patient's specific cancer is unknown ('idiopathic' in
medi cal parl ance)."

Do you see that?

A | do.
Q Is the answer the same, that you have no
source, literature, journal, guideline, textbook,

anything to support that sentence?

A. This would be -- this would refer to ny
general know edge and expertise as a -- as a nedi cal
oncol ogi st who sees | ots of cancer patients.

Q And let me ask -- so let me ask you this

guestion. Do you know if there are any sources that
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say the opposite of that? Medical, scientific
literature, journals, textbooks?

A. Of the top of ny head, | wouldn't -- |
woul dn't know.

Q Al right. |Is the sane true for the
sentence we read on Page 67

A. | believe so.

Q If you could turn to Fancher --

M . Fancher's report on Page 12. The first full
paragraph, the first sentence, "lInportantly, as noted
above, nost renal cancers, even if there are
predi sposing factors, nust be considered...idiopathic
In nature. That is sinply because the vast mgjority
of patients who have the nost significant risk factors
(i.e. snoking and obesity) do not devel op renal cancer
and even patients, like M. Fancher, who have no cl ear
risk factors, develop renal cancer."”

Do you see that?

A | do.

Q And do you have any source, nedical source
that you consider to be reliable or authoritative,
anything like that, for that statenent or state- --

t hose statenments?

A |, once again, have to refer to sone of
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the statenents that say the attributable risk for
ki dney cancer for the nost inportant risk factors,
snmoki ng and obesity, are 29 and 18 percent
respectively.

Q Right. So let me see if | understand what
you're saying. |Is what you're saying that the fact
that sonme of the literature says, as you interpret it,
that snmoking only -- or kidney cancer is caused by
smoking -- strike that.

| s what you're saying that you interpret
the literature to nmean that 29 percent of the kidney
cancer cases are caused by snoki ng?

A So the population attributable risk, yes,
about 29 percent is snmoking. Snoke -- I'm-- | want
to make sure that | say the right thing in terns of
t he snoking and obesity. | know the nunbers are 29
and 18 percent. |I'mjust not sure which nunbers

associ ated with --

Q You're | ooking in your report, right?
A. Yeah.
Q Take your tine.

Just tell us when you get to where you
t hi nk you want to be.

A. So on, for exanple, on Page 8, the top of
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the -- in Fancher here, "Major factors are obesity for
whi ch the population attributable risk in North

America is 29 percent and snoking" --

Q You' re on Page 87?7

A. Yeah, Page 8.

Q And where are you?

A. First full paragraph.

Q Okay, yep.

A. So obesity, population attributable risk

s 29 percent; snoking attributable risk is
18 percent.

Q But is what you're saying, as you
interpret that literature, as you've stated it here,
what -- what -- is what you're saying, that of all of
t he ki dney cancer cases, 18 percent of those are
caused by snoki ng?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. So | want to just junp back to
where | was, which is on Page 12, if you need to go
back to that --

A Yeah, that's fine.

Q -- that's fine, but nmy question is, when
you say, "That is sinply because the vast mpjority of

pati ents who have the nost significant risk factors do
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not devel op renal cancer," are you saying that because
there isn't a risk factor that breaches 50 percent of
the attributable risk of the population as you're

t al ki ng about, that that sonehow neans that the vast
majority of patients have idiopathic disease?

A. What |'m saying is that just because one
has the risk factor does not nean that one gets the
cancer, and that even patients w thout those risk
factors get the cancer; so, therefore, just because
you have a risk factor does not automatically nmean
that that is the cause in that specific patient.

Q But -- so how do you go about determ ning
whet her or not snoking is the cause for any one
i ndi vi dual ?

A. So if the -- if the risk is very high and
there are few other causes, then | -- and then | do
attribute the risk, perhaps classic is snoking and
smal |l cell lung cancer. In essence, alnost no
non- snokers will ever get lungs -- |lung cancer, and
the risk of snmoking and devel oping small cell |ung
cancer is nore on -- on the order of 20-fold and not
necessarily 1.5 or 1.6, as what we're tal ki ng about
here with these.

Q Wel I, how about in kidney cancer cases?
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A. So in kidney cancer cases, it's very
difficult to assign causation in any one individual,
and | think one of the fewthat |I did this in was for
Tukes, for which the clinical presentation and history
was highly consistent with what | believe was a
geneti c cause.

Q And we're going to -- we'll get to that in
a second, but | guess ny question is, let's say you
had a plaintiff or a patient who had kidney cancer --

A. Correct.

Q -- and they al so snoked. What is the
threshol d where you say, Well, now | think that
snmoki ng caused his kidney cancer or her kidney cancer?
How do you do that if your position is, well, the vast
majority of patients who snoke don't get kidney
cancer, or the vast majority of patients who have
ki dney cancer haven't snoked or it isn't caused by

snmoki ng? How do you do that then?

A So a lot of it is based on dose and
exposure. So if | have a patient who is norbidly
obese and has, you know, snoked for -- a pack a day
for 20, 30 years, | can very -- | can nore confidently

tell that patient that it is likely due to his snoking

and obesity.
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If | have a patient that snoked, you know,
when they were in college, a half a pack per day, |
don't necessarily attribute their snoking history to
their cancer either.

Q Okay. |Is there any guideline or
met hodol ogy that you use in terns of making those
j udgnment call s?

A. | think that the guidelines that | use in
general is the strength of the associ ati on, whether
patients w thout those exposures al so get cancer, and,
i n essence, you know, the -- the hazard ratio.

So, you know, the extrene exanple, once
again, is the -- what | said earlier was small cell
| ung cancer. That is -- we can confidently say in
pati ents, snoking caused that.

Q So do you have -- how would you nmake t hat
assessnment for kidney cancer? Meaning, do you feel
that there are any risk factors for kidney cancer that
you woul d say woul d be enough so that you could say
t hose could be the cause of sonmebody's cancer?

A. It would be extrenmely unusual for nme to
say that for any individual cancer.

Q For any individual person?

A For any individual person, correct.
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Sorry.
Q Because we were tal king about --
A. Yeabh.
Q -- kidney cancer --
A. Yes, correct.
Q Ri ght, right.
A. I n the individual person, sorry, correct.
Q Just -- just so I'mclear, in those very

unusual situations, or whatever the word was that you
used, rare situations or unusual situations, where for
ki dney cancer you think you would actually be able to
say sonething was a cause, would you agree with nme
that that would be a judgnment call on your part?

A. Correct, that's a judgnent call.

Q There is no netric that you woul d use for
any risk factor with sone type of |evel of exposure or
sonething like that, true?

A. That is correct.

Q So there would be nothing that we could
| ook to, for exanple, to say hypothetical plaintiff A
you know, had exposure to Canp Lej eune water, snoking,
and was obese, there's -- there's nothing we can poi nt
to to say -- or you can point to to say, Well, at this

| evel of snoking, this is when | would have said
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snmoki ng was rel ated versus Canp Lejeune water versus
obesity, true?

A There is no bright white |ine.

Q Okay. Well, not only is there no bright

white line, but there's no line, right, for you?

A. There -- there's no absolute |ine.
Q Can you take a | ook at your Howard report
on Page 12. I'mlooking at the -- the section

number 2. It says " Snoking."

A Um hum

Q The second sentence -- well, the first
sentence says, "M . Howard only had a 'brief' snoking
history while in the mlitary. Like nmany cancers

associ ated with environnmental exposure, brief

short-term snoki ng has not been reliably linked to
renal cancer," true?
A. Correct.
Q And do you have a definition for brief?
A. In -- in this particular case, it was at
best a few years.
Q So is it fair to say that you -- okay.
Coul d you pick up Exhibit 1, the Downs
report.
Well, let ne ask you first, just before we
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go there, when you say a few years, what -- how do you

define that?

A Two, three.

Q How about five?

A. We're getting into a handful now, but it's
still a few.

Q So five would be considered brief?

A. Brief in general, yes.

Q Al right. Downs, Page 12. Under

snmoking, it says, "M . Downs had a brief snoking
history while in the mlitary, but the exact duration
I s sonmewhat unclear. |If he did snoke 1.5 pack per day
for 15 years as docunented in certain parts of the
medi cal record it could be contributory. Even one
pack per day for five years increases the risk for
devel opi ng renal cancer, although the degree of

contribution decreases with total exposure and | ength

of time since quitting," true?
A. Correct.
Q M. Downs -- strike that.

Do you know what M. Downs says in terns
of what his snoking history was?
A. If | recall correctly, in his deposition

he stated he only snoked in the mlitary.
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Q Okay. Do you know what he said in terns
of how many packs per day or how many years?

A. | -- I don't -- | don't recall, but I do
recall that the statements in his deposition versus
one -- sone of the statements in the nedical record
did not align.

Q Do you have any reason to dispute if
M. Downs testifies that he only snoked for about five

years, not the 15 years in a couple of the nedical

records?
A. | -- I acknow edge, as | say in ny report,
| acknow edged that that m ght be the truth. | just

sinply know that patients' recollection of exposure is
sonetimes not always accurate, and | have sone
contradi ctory evidence within the medical record.
That's all | know.

Q Okay. You woul d agree that you don't
attribute any causal role of snoking to M. Downs's
ki dney cancer, true?

A. So | said that if it was longer, it could
be contributory, but if it was as short and as little
as he testified, then that contribution would be
mnimal and | would not attribute it as a cause.

Q But you state in your report that you
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don't attribute any type of causal association to the

ki dney cancer, true?

A Causal association of the snoking?

Q. Correct.

A Correct, that's what | state.

Q Okay. You cite in your -- for exanple, in
Downs, Page 7, you cite a study, and it -- it's

actually one of ny favorite studies in the case, it's
t he Mandell study, and you cite that study for --
under Nunber 6.

Do you see that?

A. | see that.

Q Al right. And you cite that study for
t he proposition that occupational exposures to
cadm um asbestos, petrol eum byproducts, and
trichloroethylene are associated with renal cell
carci noma, true?

A. Correct.

Q Do you know if in that study there are
statistically significant increased risks for
patient -- for participants in that study who were
exposed to dry cl eaning substances?

A. | don't recall the details of the study.

My recollection, and as | state here, is that that
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study nostly referred to occupational exposures, and
if | recall correctly, dry cleaning was one of the
occupati ons.

Q Do you have an understanding as to whet her
or not dry cleaning is associated with any particul ar
chem cal ?

A. | know that it is associated with nultiple
of these chemi cals, but | cannot quote exactly which
one -- chem cals.

Q Do you know if dry cleaning is associ at ed
with any chem cal nore than others?

A. | don't know.

Q Okay. |Is there any particul ar reason why
you chose not to put dry cleaning and/or associ ated
chemcals with dry cleaning in your Nunmber 6 if the
source for that is the Mandell study?

A. The Mandell study referred to occupati onal

exposures, and | didn't list all of the occupations

that were -- that were |isted there.

Q Well, how did you choose sone and not
ot hers? Wiy -- why did you choose sonme and not
ot hers?

A. | didn't refer to any particular

occupati on here.
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Q Okay. So do you know if in that study
t hey used occupations or exposures to particular
chem cals or products?

A. |"m-- ny recollection is that they refer
to specific occupations but not specific products, but
|"d have to review the actual article again to, you

know, | ook at the details.

Q Okay. You believe this is a high-quality
st udy?

A. | reference it. | think it is high
gquality.

Q So let nme ask you this question. For your

opi nion that occupational exposures through cadm um
asbestos, petroleum byproducts and TCE are associ at ed
with renal cell carcinom, do you have any cite other
than the Mandell study?

A. | -- | have the Mandell study, and as |
stated in the beginning of nmy reports, I've also
referred to sort of summary, textbooks, articles about
ki dney cancer in general that reference Mandell and --
and ot hers.

Q | guess what I'msaying is, in this case,
in this report for M. Downs, you |ist one citation

for the proposition that these different products
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cause or are known to be associated with renal cel
carci noma, true?

A. | reference that particular study, but,
you know, in ny introduction | also reference -- there

are sonme of the nore general references that |'ve

used.

Q Do you have any citation that you -- and
if you want to |l ook in your report, please -- that
specifically says cadm um asbestos, by -- petrol eum

byproducts or TCE is causally associated wth renal
cancer other than Mandell?

A. | would have to --

MR. BU. Objection to form

You can answer.

BY THE W TNESS:

A. | would have to review all of the
references and everything specifically.

Q So let ne ask it the other way.

Woul d you agree with me that your citation
to this Mandell study is sufficient for you to be able
to say cadm um asbestos, petrol eum byproducts and TCE
are associated with renal cancer?

A. In the context of also review ng other

materials, including the general materials and
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I ncl udi ng the epidem ol ogy expert reports, this is a

sufficient reference. It is not the sole reference |
relied on.
Q So if we were to go about trying to

determ ne what references you did utilize for this
Nunmber 6 here, how would we do that?

A We could go back to the general references
that | referred to, and we can go back to the
epi dem ol ogy reports from Goodnan, et al.

Q Well, when you say the general references,
t he general references, correct ne if I'mwong, do
not specifically nmention cadm um or asbestos or
anything like that, right?

A. The general references refer to overvi ews
and chapters on kidney cancer where sone of those risk
factors are noted.

Q But you don't know whet her they are or
not, as you sit here today, true?

A | know that those were -- that those
general risk factors for kidney cancer are in those
chapters. |f you ask nme whether those review -- what
references those review chapters refer to, | can't
tell you that.

Q Okay. Can -- you have Downs, are you
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| ooki ng at Downs, the Downs report?

A Yes, | have Downs.
Q Al right. If you can turn to Page 15,
pl ease. |'m | ooking now at the second full paragraph

under Specific Responses.

A Okay.

Q The first sentence says, "I also agree
with Dr. Lotan that cancer is a nultistep process that
takes nmultiple years,” and then you say, "See Lotan
report," true?

A Correct.

Q Al right.

MR. MANDELL: Can | have 15, Tab 15.

(WHEREUPON, a certain docunment was
mar ked Dr. Stadler Deposition Exhibit
No. 15, for identification, as of
07/ 16/ 2025.)
MR. MANDELL: | had a matchup too.
MR. BU: Yeah.
BY MR. MANDELL:

Q This is Exhibit 15. And what | ask you
s, | just want to make sure | understand what you're
t al ki ng about .

So if you turn to Page 23 of Dr. Lotan's
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report.
A. Yes.
Q I f you | ook under the paragraph that

starts "Longer |atency periods"?

A. Yes.

Q It says, "Longer |atency periods are
consistent with the science because nutated
carci nogens cause nmutations in cells for the rest of a
person's life. Human cancers devel op due to
accunul ati on of genetic and epigenetic alterations.™

| read that correctly?

A. Correct.

Q You agree with that?

A. In general that's fair.

Q Okay. And then at the bottom of the
page - -

A. Yes.

Q -- there's a sentence that starts, "The

timng analysis in the study."
Do you see that?
A. Yes, yes.
Q It says, "The timng analysis in the study
suggested that 'driver nmutations often precede a

di agnosi s by many years, if not decades.' As such,
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cancer risk related to carcinogenic exposure such as
TCE would only increase with tinme, including at tines
50 years out, simlar to M. Downs. It nmakes little
sense to claimthat a cancer occurred too |ong after a
mut ageni ¢ exposure to be causally connected to that
exposure because the cells continue to nutate for
life."

Do you agree with that?

A. Sol -- | don't agree that the cells
continue to nmutate. \What | agree with is that the
i nterval between exposure and devel opnent of a cancer,
you know, can be |ong, okay. That we don't have -- |
don't have any -- any issues wth.

Q So you do not have any tinme period within
whi ch you woul d say, the exposure happened too |ong
ago to cause a kidney cancer, true?

A. What | would say is that, once again, the
nost inportant issues are dose and duration of
exposure for any particul ar toxin.

Q Okay.

A And the longer the -- the duration is
since that exposure, be it snoking, be it
envi ronnent al exposure, risks decrease over tine.

Q So, just so I'mclear, you do not have any
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opinion as to a nunber of years that any particul ar
exposure has to occur within, to be causally rel ated
to kidney cancer, true?

MR. BU: Cbj ection; form

You can answer.
BY THE W TNESS:
A. That's fair.
BY MR. MANDELL:

Q Okay. You are not a nedical oncol ogi st,
true -- excuse ne.

You are a nedical oncol ogist, true?

A. That is correct.

Q Okay. You do not make final decisions in
your practice as to surgeries that patients should
undergo or not undergo, true?

A. Il will -- I will make recommendati ons
regardi ng surgery, | will discuss that with surgeons;
final decision regarding surgery is generally made by
t he surgeon.

Q Right. So would you agree with ny
statenent that you in your practice do not make final
decisions in terns of the surgeries that a patient
shoul d undergo or not undergo, true?

A. That -- that is correct.
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Q You | eave those decisions to the surgeons,
true?

A In general, correct.

Q And, for exanple, for a surgery like a

ki dney transplant, that decision would be made by a
ki dney transplant surgeon -- the ultimte decision is
made by the kidney transpl ant surgeon, true?

A That is correct.

Q That's because the kidney transpl ant
surgeon has nore knowl edge and experience as to the
need for the surgery than you, true?

A. | would say that's fair.

Q Do you --

MR. MANDELL: Can | have 53, please.

(WHEREUPON, a certain docunment was
mar ked Dr. Stadl er Deposition Exhibit
No. 16, for identification, as of
07/ 16/ 2025.)
BY MR. MANDELL.:

Q What we marked as Exhibit 16 is the
Rehabilitati on Analysis of Jacqueline Tukes by M chael
Shahnasari an.

Do you see that?

A. | see that.
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Q Have you ever seen this docunent before?

>

| don't recall having seen this.
Q Coul d you turn to Page 19 for ne.
Are you there?

A. | am

Q Do you see at the bottom of Page 19, it
says, "Consultations with D sease Experts: Dr. W
Stadl er and Dr. D. Johnson"?

A. Yes.

Q Did you have a consultation or nultiple
consultations with a Dr. Shahnasari an?

MR. BU. So, Dr. Stadler, you can answer that
yes or no, but you should not get into the substance
of your commruni cations with other DQJ experts.

BY THE W TNESS:
A. | did have a brief conversation.

BY MR. MANDELL:

Q Have -- if you could, take a second and
take a | ook at Page 19, the -- this section to the end
of it on the be -- be -- the top of the next page, and

just tell me when you've had a chance to |look at it.

A. Up to "Summary and | npressions"?
Q Yeah.
A. Yes, | saw t hat.
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Q Okay. Does this accurately reflect the
consultation that you had with Dr. Shahnasari an?

A. |t appears to.

Q Okay. Was there other substance that you
t al ked about with Dr. Shahnasarian outside of what is
here?

MR. BU. So, Dr. Stadler, I"'mgoing to instruct
you not to share the substance of your communications
with Dr. Shahnasarian. |f you are able to respond
wth that instruction, you may.

BY THE W TNESS:

A. | -- I did not have any ot her discussions
with Dr. Shahnasari an.
BY MR. MANDELL:

Q Okay.

MR. MANDELL: Can | have 54, please. Actually,
that's okay. |1'mgoing to..

BY MR, MANDELL:

Q Woul d you agree with ne that when you're
performng a differential diagnosis that it's
I nportant for you to know the risk factor, the
strength of each risk factor?

A. Yes.

Q So, for exanple, if -- one of the things
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that you do with a differential diagnosis is you | ook
at the different risk factors but also the strength of
t hose, true?

A. Correct.

Q Are there any guidelines or netrics or
literature that you use, anything we could look to to
see how you, Dr. Stadler, assess the strength of any
particul ar risk factor or not?

A. | don't think that there is any specific
gui delines, aside from sone of the nore general things

we' ve di scussed today.

Q Have you ever heard of the Bradford Hil
criteria?

A | have.

Q And what is your understandi ng of that?

A. My understanding of the Bradford Hill

criteria are a set of criteria that epidemnm ol ogists
utilize for assessing likely causation on -- of a
particul ar exposure in a popul ation.

Q And essentially what -- tell me if |I'm
wrong. As you understand it, those criteria are
I ntended to, anpbng other things, indicate a strength
of associ ati on between a particular chem cal and a

di sease, true?
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A. Those criteria, anongst other things, do
| ay out strength of association as one of the criteria
for assessing causation in a popul ation.

Q Al right. Wuld you agree that that is a
rel evant factor in a differential diagnosis of whether
or not that particular chem cal causes a particul ar
out cone?

A. It's a relevant factor. Inportantly, it
applies to causation in a population. There are
different things to consider in the context of an
i ndi vi dual patient.

Q But when you're considering the causation

of an individual, you're using on sone |evel the

general causal |ink between a chem cal and a di sease,
right?

A. That is correct.

Q Right. So when you're assessing, for

exanple, let's say hypothetical plaintiff A has a
snmoki ng hi story, you would want to know what the
strength of association is between snoking and the
di sease that they have, let's say kidney cancer, true?
A. That is correct.
Q Ri ght. Because if there is a disease that

has a stronger association, you m ght weigh that
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heavi er on your differential, true?

A That is correct.

Q So you wouldn't criticize a plaintiffs
expert for taking a ook at the Bradford H Il criteria
understanding -- if they were doing it in order to
give weight to different factors, true?

A. If they use those criteria in a manner to
give weight to different factors, that would be
rational .

Q And appropriate to do in a differenti al
di agnosi's, true?

A. It would be appropriate within a
di fferential diagnosis.

Q Great. Could you tell us a little bit
about your expert w tness background? How many -- how
many times have you worked as an expert w tness?

A. So as an expert wi tness, nost recently |
acted as a expert wtness for Sandoz in a patent
I nfringement case, defending Sandoz's marketing for
docetaxel. Aside fromthat, | have done sone nedi cal

mal practice, although it's probably been about ten

years since |'ve done that. |'ve worked on both
the -- on the plaintiff as well as the defendant side.
And then probably 20 years ago or nore, | was a expert
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on the defendant's side for a class action |lawsuit for
a -- for a drug called zol edronate.

Q So how -- do you have an estimate of the
total nunber of cases that you've worked on?

A If we | ook at the total nunmber of cases
over the period of about 25 to 30 years, nmaybe it's a
dozen.

Q You had said that you worked on the --
the -- strike that.

The class action that you were just

tal ki ng about, who were you retai ned by?

A. | was retained by the pharnaceutica
manuf acturer of zol edronate to defend them

Q You had said that you worked on several
medi cal mal practice cases, sone for the plaintiff,
sonme for the defense.

Do you know how you woul d do that

breakdown in terms of percentage?

A It's about 50/50.

Q Do you renmenber any plaintiffs' law firns

that you worked with for medical mal practice cases?

A. It's been al nbst ten years or nore, so,
no, | do not.
Q Do you renenber any defendants' law firns
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t hat you wor ked on?

A | do not.

Q Do you know how many times you've given
deposition in any one of those cases as an expert
W t ness?

A |'ve given a deposition maybe half a dozen

times or so, maybe a little bit nore.

Q How many tines at trial?

A. |"ve been at trial -- |'ve been at trial
once, | believe, once for the Sandoz case. It was
a-- it was a bench trial. The only other

recollection that | have in terns of trial was as a
treating physician and not as an expert wtness.

Q Have you ever been deposed outside of the
context of expert w tness work?

A. | ' ve been deposed as a treating physician

for other nedical mal practice cases.

Q How many tines?
A Maybe hal f a dozen.
Q Were any of those where you were a

def endant in the case?
A. No.
Q Al'l of the other tinmes, you were just

sonebody who had been involved in the care?
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A. Correct.

Q Have you ever been -- have you ever had a
| awsuit filed agai nst you, whether or not you had a
deposition taken?

A No.

Q Have you ever had any disciplinary issues
w th any nedi cal boards or that type of thing?

A No.

Q Have you ever worked on any other cases
with the Departnment of Justice?

A No.

Q Has the federal governnent funded any of
your research?

A. |"ve had funding fromthe DOD, and |'ve
had funding fromthe NCI

Q Coul d you tell us about that?
A. The DOD, |'ve had funding as part of
the -- when we tal ked about the Kidney Cancer Research

Program they also have a prostate cancer research
program and |'ve had some funding through that for
prostate cancer research. Fromthe NCI, |'ve been

I nvol ved with NCI-sponsored clinical trials, and |I'm
trying to renmenber, the last NCI grant | had was quite

sone tinme ago.
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Q Do you have any idea -- strike that.

Can you give us an estinmation of the
anmount of the funding?

A. Not off the top of ny head.

Q How about a magnitude of it? Are we
tal ki ng thousands of dollars, hundreds of thousands,
mllions?

A. Many of these grants, if you include
I ndirect costs, are on the order of probably a few
mllion, once again, to the institution.

MR. MANDELL: Ckay. Do you want to take a quick
break?

MR. BU  Sure.

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: We are now off the record at
12: 40 p. m

(WHEREUPON, a recess was had
from12:40 to 1:15 p.m)

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: We are back on the record at
1:15 p. m
BY MR. MANDELL:

Q Dr. Stadler, during the break did you have
occasion to tal k about your testinony with anybody?

A. | did not.

Q Al right. | want to ask you sone
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questions about sone of the specific plaintiffs. So
if you could take out your -- or you don't have to
take out your report, but I want to ask you about
Davi d Downs.

A. Okay.

Q So is it fair to say that your opinion as
to M. Downs is that you believe that the cause of his
ki dney cancer is idiopathic?

A. That is correct.

Q Is it fair to say that there are no other
risk factors or any type of whatever, if you define it
a different way, that are causally associated with his
ki dney cancer?

A. What | state is that his snmoking could
possi bly be contributory, but I would have to continue
to say that his -- that his kidney cancer -- the cause
of his kidney cancer is idiopathic.

Q You' ve given take -- testinony in cases
li ke this as we've discussed before, right?

A. Yes.

Q And you -- when you use those words,
"Possibly contributory,” you're denoting that that --
you can't say that to any degree of scientific

certainty or nedical certainty, true?
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A. That is correct, right.

Q So you're not going to cone into court and
say that any snoking for M. Downs was as |ikely as
not or nore |likely than not contributory to his kidney
cancer, true?

A. That is correct.

Q. All right. And for M. Downs, you did not
i ncl ude any exposures to the water at Canp Lej eune on
your differential diagnosis, true?

A. | considered it as part of the
differential diagnosis, but |I don't -- | do not
believe that it is causative.

Q And is your testinony that the sole
basis -- or strike that.

Your testinmony is that the reason you did
not consider that is because you believe that
Dr. LaKind did an analysis of the exposures and -- for
M. Downs, and cane to a conclusion that M. Downs'
exposures did not rise to the |evel of sonething that
woul d have been causally associated with kidney
cancer, true?

MR. BU: Cbj ection; form

You can answer.

BY THE W TNESS:
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A. That is correct. Simlar to the limted
snmoki ng exposure, the limted exposure as assessed by
Dr. LaKind, | would not consider to be causative.

BY MR. MANDELL:

Q Is there any other basis for your opinion
that the Canp Lejeune water was not of a |evel that
woul d be causative other than your belief that
Dr. LaKind said that?

A. It's both the dose and exposure as
assessed by Dr. LaKind and, as we discussed earlier,
the strength of the association as -- as per
Dr. Goodman and the other epidem ol ogic studies we
di scussed.

Q On Page 12 of your Downs report, forgive
me for the need to just go through these one by one,
but I think we're there, but |I'mjust going to go
t hrough them one by one and ask you, if this case were
to cone to trial, you are not going to give any
testinony that there's any causal relationship between

obesity and M. Downs' kidney cancer, true?

A. Correct.
Q Snoki ng and M. Downs' ki dney cancer,
true?
A. Correct.
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Q.
true?

A
Q

ki dney cancer, true?

A.

Q.
true?

A.

Q.
asbest os,

A
Q

anti-inflammtory drugs, acetanm nophen or phenacetin,

true?

> O >» O >

Q

you prescribe for renal cell carcinom, true?

A
Q

Page 149

Hypertension and M. Downs' kidney cancer,

Correct.

Chroni c ki dney di sease and M. Downs

True.

Di abetes and M. Downs' ki dney cancer,

Tr ue.

Occupati onal exposure to cadm um
and by -- petrol eum byproducts, true?
True.

Heavy use of non-steroidal

Correct.

Genetic predisposition syndrones, true?
Tr ue.

Chronic infection or inflanmtion, true?
True.

And those are all of the risk factors that

Correct.

So is it fair to say that the entirety of
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your opinion in this case cones down to, as far as the
Canp Lej eune water, a reliance on other experts, is
that fair?

A. Bot h ot her experts, but the epidem ol ogic
literature that | reviewed in terns of strength of
associ ation, as well as sone of the other literature
t hat we di scussed where things |ike TCE and -- and
petrol eum byproducts were nost strongly associated in
the context of occupational exposures.

Q So when you say that -- when you say that
you | ooked at sone of the epidem ology studies, did --
did you do your own independent analysis and did that
formany part of the basis of your opinion, or are you
relying on the other experts?

A "' m not an epidem ol ogi st, but | read sone
of the epidem ology studies, and so | did rely on
t hose i ndependent studies, plus the experts
t hensel ves.

Q So what -- what studies did you rely on
for the proposition that M. Downs' expert --

M. Downs' exposure to the water at Canp Lejeune, in
what ever fornms those took, were not sufficient?

A. The -- | was highly dependent on the

exposure experts for the degree of exposure, but this
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al so was consistent with the literature | revi ewed
t hat suggested that occupa- -- high levels of
occupati onal exposure to agents like this were
associated with -- strongly associated with kidney
cancer.

Q But it's not consistent with the
literature you | ooked at from Bove and the ATSDR
true?

A. The Bove and ATS- -- ATSDR said that there
was a nodest association, but as | testified earlier,
it's sort of also the strength of the association that
| | ooked like -- at to determ ne whether it was
causative in this particul ar case.

Q How do you define the strength of the
association in terns of being causative or not?

A So it is the strength of the association
in the context of a -- a cancer that occurs in these
pati ents even wi thout exposure and in the context of a
ri sk factor that has a hazard ratio of only on the
order of 1.3 to 1.4.

Q | see. So let nme ask two different
gquesti ons.

Are you saying that a risk hazard ratio of

1.3 to 1.4 is not sonething that you find to be
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significant enough to have a causal rel ati onship?

A It has a cause -- | find that it's
significant enough to have a causal relationship in
a-- in a population. It's very difficult to
definitively associate that with cause in an
I ndi vi dual patient.

Q And you never attenpted to do that with
t hose studies, true?

A | never attenpted to directly link the
degree of exposure that the -- that M. Downs had with
some of those studies.

Q Right. Do you have an understanding as to
whet her or not those studies provide nmetrics to be
able to do that?

MR. BU. (Objection; form

You can answer.
BY THE W TNESS:

A. | don't know.
BY MR. MANDELL.:

Q Okay. So you -- so -- strike that.

So as to M. Downs, you rejected the
possibility that his exposure to Canp Lejeune water
was contributory or causal of his kidney cancer, and

you did that despite not even attenpting to understand
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where M. Downs' exposure would fall in the studies
t hat anal yzed ot her nenbers or other people that were

exposed at Canp Lej eune, true?

A. Ask the question again.
Q Sure. |I'mgoing to break it up into snal
parts.
You rejected the -- you rejected the fact

that M. Downs' exposure to the water at Canp Lej eune
could be causally related to his kidney cancer, true?

A. What | stated is that it's not likely to
be the cause.

Q So you think that it's -- that there's a
degree of chance that it was related, but you just
don't believe it was of a high enough magnitude?

A. | would say that that's fair.

Q Okay. How woul d you describe the degree
of likelihood that his exposure to the water at
Canp Lej eune was causally related to his kidney
cancer?

A. | would say it was simlar to the
possibility that his snoking was related to his
cancer. Both of these exposures were brief of
relatively | ow doses. Both of them are possibly

rel ated but unlikely.
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Q Where do you get that his exposures were
| ow doses?

A. The | ow dose exposure, I'm-- as we said
before, |I'm dependent on the -- both on the assessnent

of the toxicologist who did formal dose assessnents
and the articles in which there was strong associ ati on
being -- that nobst of those articles were from
patients who had occupati onal exposures.

Q Right. And so this is ny next -- the next
question that | was going to ask, which is, you made
t hose concl usi ons and opi ni ons w t hout know ng where
David Downs fits within the actual cohort of people
that were at Canp Lej eune and whether his exposure was
| ow, as you say, or high, true?

A. | did not independently assess his
exposure, and |'m dependent on how t he exposure
experts interpreted that.

Q Okay. And so, for exanple, if there was
exposures that M. Downs had to one or all of the
chem cals that were in the high exposure categories,
as the literature from Canp Lej eune and Dr. Bove woul d
put that, you wouldn't have known that, true?

A. | woul d not know that independently.

Q Do you think that that would be a fact
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that mght go to the strength of association between

the Canp Lejeune water exposure and M. Downs' ki dney

cancer?
A. It mght. However, since |I'mnot a expert
on exposure, environnmental exposures, |'m dependent on

t he anal yses of others to tell ne that.

Q Ri ght. You weren't given any netrics of
exposure that would have allowed you to conpare it to
the Canp Lej eune epidem ol ogy, true?

A | was given the analysis of the toxicol ogy
experts who assessed that.

Q Are you -- do you believe that the
t oxi col ogy experts that you're referring to analyzed
M. Downs' exposure as it conpared to the Canp Lejeune

epi dem ol ogy, specifically the Bove studies?

A | have no i dea.

Q So, as part of your opinions in this
case -- strike that. |[I'Il ask the question again. Do
you think -- a different -- the previous question.

Do you think that that would have been
relevant for you in terns of knowi ng the strength of
associ ati on, whether or not either you or the
t oxi col ogy experts, as you talk about them did that

anal ysis and found that fact?

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division www.veritext.com
Case 7:23-cv-00897-RJ  Document 508-9  Filed 08/26/25 Page 156 of 314



© 00 N o o0 b~ W N

N N N N N P P PR R R R R R,
A W N P O O 00 N O O B WO NN — O

Page 156

MR. BU: Cbj ection; form
You can answer.

BY MR. MANDELL:

Q Did you understand the question?
A. | -- | understand the question, but, you
know, once again, | -- you know, | don't review all of

the details of the toxicologists' report. Wat | am
dependent on to a large degree is their assessnment of
t he degree of exposure and its relationship to kidney
cancer causati on.

Q | guess nmy question is a little different,
which is, you' ve read the Canp Lej eune studies, true?
Correct. Correct.

You know they exist, fair?

Correct.

o > O »

And nmy question to you is, as you were
goi ng through your analysis to say, wait a second,
should we include Canp Lej eune water exposure on this
differential or not, would you have thought that it
m ght be inportant to know where M. Downs would fit
on the exposure netrics that are given in the studies
t hat anal yze Canp Lej eune exposure?

A. So | have no reason to believe that

M. Downs' exposure was any greater than the average
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Canp Lejeune resident or significantly |ess, and the
degree of exposure, as per the toxicology experts, was
such that it -- that | don't think it had a
significant contributory cause.

Q Okay. And so as | said, you've -- strike
t hat .

As | asked you just a mnute ago, if
M. Downs' exposure for one or all of the chem cals
was in the highest category of exposures under the
Canp Lej eune epidem ology, is that a fact that you
m ght have wanted to know?

A. If he was in one of the highest, that
woul d have been rel evant.

Q Okay. Do you know the precise anal ysis of
what Dr. Goodman did in terns of trying to figure out
whet her one or all of these chem cals caused ki dney
cancer ?

A. | know that she reviewed all of the
rel evant literature and the nethodol ogy that went into
each of the studies. | know there was an extensive
nunmber of studies that she | ooked at in terns of the,
you know, primary data that was revi ewed, but beyond
that, I'"'mnot sure | can give you the details.

Q Okay. Let nme see if | can -- see if |
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under st and what you're saying.

You know t hat she | ooked at some studi es,

right?
A. Correct.
Q And you know that she | ooked at the

met hodol ogy of sone of the studies, right?

A. Correct.

Q But you don't know what the specifics of
any of those studies are, true?

A | did not review all of the studies that
she | ooked at, that is correct.

Q And you don't know the nmethodology with
whi ch she used to anal yze the nethodol ogy in any of
t hose studies, true?

A | understand sort of the basic
epi dem ol ogic principles that she utilized, but |
don't know the details of her analysis.

Q Ckay. And do you know any of the
specifics in ternms of what studies she found to be
reliabl e, what studies she found not to be reliable?

A. | -- I would have to go back to her report
to see that.

Q Did you ever do any analysis of that?

A. | reviewed her report, | |ooked at -- |
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know t hat she consi dered some studies to be nore
reliable than others. | can't quote all of the
studi es exactly.
Q s it your testinony that you read each of
the Dr. Goodman reports -- or strike that.
You read Dr. Goodman's report relating to

ki dney cancer?

A Correct.

Q Okay. Did you read any of her other
reports?

A. | read her report on bl adder cancer.

Q Okay. Do you have any under standi ng of

t he precise analysis that was done by Dr. LaKind in
terns of what exposures each of these plaintiffs had
and how they either did or did not neet sufficient
| evel s to be causally related with kidney cancer?

A. | -- | have sone very general
under st andi ng, but very little specific understanding

of their analysis.

Q Okay. | think we went over that before,
right?

A. Correct.

Q General ly speaking, you just | ooked at the

sunmary section?
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A. For the nost part for the exposures, |
focused on the summary section, that is correct.

Q. Al right. Can you -- okay.

And woul d that be true for any other
experts that did anything with exposure?

A. Correct.

Q If you -- for M. Downs, if you could turn
to Page 15, in your report for M. Downs, you do an
analysis -- actually, on Page 12 and a little bit on
Page 15, you do an analysis of his snoking history,
true?

A. Yes.

Q So if you would put snoking history and
Canp Lej eune water exposure history in the sane
general category of risk, why -- why would you not
have done any analysis of his Canp Lejeune water
exposure?

A Very sinply because ny analysis of his
Canp Lej eune water exposure was dependent on the
toxi cologist's estimate of ex- -- of his ex- -- of his
exposure, simlarly to the fact that his -- his,

M. Downs', testinony and nedical record was what
depended on for his snoking exposure.

Q So do -- do you believe that you are nore
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qualified to render an opinion or judgnent about
snmoki ng history than you are about Canp Lej eune water
exposure history?

A. | am probably better at assessing snoking
exposure because | do that on a daily basis with
patients. | certainly don't do analyses of toxin
exposures in the environnent.

Q Coul d you pull up M. Fancher's report,
pl ease, it's Exhibit 2, and tell nme -- tell me
whenever you are there.

A. Page what ?

Q | just said Exhibit 2 --

A. Okay.

Q -- but do you have it -- you have it in
front of you?

A. Yeah.

Q So I'"'mgoing to go to the sanme section of
your report on Page 11 and 12.

A. Okay.

Q Al right. So it -- your differenti al
di agnosi s section starts at the bottom of Page 11, it
goes on to Page 12, true?

A. Correct.

Q So woul d you agree that for M. Fancher,
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you will not be giving any opinions that any potenti al
risk factors of renal cell carcinoma apply in terns of
being causally related to M. Fancher's ki dney cancer?
A. That is correct.
Q You -- you will not be testifying that
obesity is in any way causally related to his kidney

cancer, true?

A. True.

Q Snoki ng, the sanme?

A. Correct.

Q Hypertensi on, the sanme?

A. Yes.

Q Chroni ¢ kidney di sease, the sane?

A. Yes.

Q Di abetes, the sane?

A. Yes.

Q Exposure -- occupational exposure to
cadm um asbestos, and petrol eum byproducts?

A. Yes.

Q. True?

A. Yes.

Q Heavy use of non-steroidal
anti-inflammtory drugs, acetam nophen, and

phenacetin?
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A. Phenaceti n.
Q. True?
A True.
Q What is it?
A Phenacetin.
Q Phenacetin, true?
A. Correct.
Q Genetic predisposition syndrones --
A. Correct.
Q -- not causally related, true?
A. Correct.
Q Chronic inflam -- infection and
I nfl ammation, not -- not causally related, true?
A. True.
Q Al right. And --

MR. BU. Dr. Stadler, just make sure you wait
until after M. Mandell is finished with his question
before you respond.

MR. MANDELL: Thanks.

BY MR. MANDELL:

Q And as to the decision for you to not have
the Canp Lejeune water as sonething that you believe
woul d be potentially causally related to M. Fancher's

ki dney cancer, you excluded that fromthe differenti al
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because of your reliance on other experts?

A. To a | arge degree, yes.

Q And is it the sane as with M. Downs, that
you revi ewed sone of the epidem ol ogy but you' re nore

so relying on the experts?

A. Correct.
Q And | shoul d have asked you this for
M. Downs, but can -- did you review any epidem ol ogy

out si de of the Bove studies and ATSDR studies relating
to Canp Lejeune?

A. | don't recall having read any other
specific studies.

Q All right. So the only studies you chose
to read for your opinions in this case were those
Canp Lej eune epi dem ol ogy studies, true?

A That is correct, and that's follow ng
review of, as | said, the general literature on kidney
cancer causation as sunmmarized in textbooks.

Q So what you did was, you |ooked -- you
have a knowl edge base frombeing in this field for a
period of tinme, true?

A. Correct.

Q You | ooked at the general causation expert

reports, true?
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A. Correct.
Q And you said to yourself, The epi dem ol ogy
that | need to review are the five Canp Lejeune

studi es, ATSDR studies, true?

A Correct.

Q Why were those of that significance to you
to read?

A. Because they specifically referred to the

cases that are the subject here today.

Q Okay. And | assune the rel evance of that
i s because, generally speaking, when you're trying to
| ook for exposures, you want to | ook at the exact
popul ation, if you can, because it provides the best
data, true?

A. That is fair.

Q Okay. And | assune the sanme is true for
M. Fancher as it is for M. Downs, which is that you,
yoursel f, did not conduct any analysis as to whether
any exposures M. Downs had, where those fit into the

Canp Lej eune ATSDR epi dem ol ogy that you read, true?

A We're referring to M. Fancher here?
Q Ri ght .

A And the answer is true.

Q Ch, did | say M. Downs?
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A You said M. Downs.

Q Oh, | apologize for that. Thank you for
correcting ne. You knew what | was sayi ng?

A. | knew what you were saying, that's why
| --

Q So additionally, you are not aware of

whet her any of the toxicologists that you're

tal king -- that you've nentioned so far that did any
type of exposure analysis, whether or not they took it
upon thenselves to determ ne whet her or not

M. Fancher fit into any of -- where M. Fancher fit

i nto any of the Canp Lej eune epi dem ol ogy, true?

A. That is correct.
Q Whul d you al so agree that to the extent --
stri ke that.

Whuld it be inportant, just as it was with
M. Downs, to know if M. Fancher was in exposure
| evel s of the popul ation as described in the Bove
studi es that were associated with increased hazard
rati os?

A Once again, |'m dependent on the

t oxi col ogy experts to take a look at that to the best
of, you know, their ability, and I was dependent on

their sunmmari es.
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Q Ri ght. But you read their summaries but
don't know if they applied any exposure that
M. Fancher had to the exposure netrics in the

Canp Lej eune epidem ol ogy, true?

A | don't know that, correct.

Q Right. And that's not in your reports
anywher e?

A. That's not in nmy reports.

Q So ny question, | guess, again would be,

to the extent, and |'m asking you a hypot hetical here,
to the extent that it's true that M. Fancher fel

I nto exposure categories in the Canp Lejeune
literature that were associated with increased hazard
ratios, is that sonething that you woul d have want ed
to know, or a fact that would be relevant to your
opi ni on?

A. So you asked whether his exposure was in
essence simlar to the individuals in the Canp Lejeune
Bove studies. And | -- based on the toxicologists,
based on the epidem ol ogy reports, | have no reason to
believe that he wasn't in that category.

Q When you say "that category," are you
tal ki ng about a category that was not associated --

associ ated with an i ncreased hazard rati o?
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A. | -- | assunmed he was in a category that's
associated with an increased hazard ratio. | don't
know t o what degree though.

Q So how do you know if it was sonething
that was to a degree that would have been causally
rel ated to kidney cancer?

A. Once again, ny testinony is highly
dependent on the strength of the association, and

simlar to where | discount any snoki ng associ ation

Iin -- in other individuals than -- than M. Fancher,
di scount the exposure -- the toxin exposure as
causati ve.

Q But with -- but with the snoking history,

you know from your years of experience what the
strength of associations are for different snoking
patterns, true?

A. Correct.

Q You don't know what they are for
Canp Lej eune water exposure, true?

A. For Canp Lej eune water exposure, what we
have is a risk factor of about 1.3, which we've talked
about before.

Q Ri ght .

A. A hazard ratio.
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Q Ri ght . But as we tal ked about before,

t hat can be associated with increased risk of a causal
| evel depending on duration and dose, true?

A. So it can be associated with an increased
ri sk, but we were tal ki ng about whether that increased
risk rises to the level of being a likely cause in
this individual patient.

Q And ny question to you is, while you m ght
have that information as to snoking, you don't have
that as to Canp Lejeune water exposure because you

don't do that in your day-to-day practice, true?

A. | -- | did not do that independently.

Q Right. So what you did was, you | ooked at
sone of the other experts' reports, right?

A. Correct.

Q And you read the epidem ol ogy you thought

was the nost rel evant, true?

A. Correct.

Q And -- but what you didn't do was attenpt
to see where the plaintiffs fit into the epi dem ol ogy
that you thought that was the npost rel evant, true?

A. That is fair.

Q Okay. And you don't know, and it's not in

any of your reports, what any of the other experts
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sai d about that, true?

A. | know that the plaintiff experts had a
different interpretation on the exposure and the
degree of exposure.

Q But my question is, you don't know if any
of the exposure experts fromthe Departnent of
Justice, any of the toxicologists that you were
tal ki ng about, whether they did any anal ysis of
whet her or not M. Fancher, or any of the other four
ki dney cancer plaintiffs, where they fit into those
Canp Lej eune studies, true?

A. | don't know whether the exposure experts
considered themto be typical or atypical of the
patients that were in the -- the subjects that were in
the Canp Lej eune Bove study. | nmade a presunption
that they considered it to be simlar.

Q But wouldn't that be a fact that would go
directly to strength of association in terns of
whet her they were typical or atypical?

A. The strength of the association really has
to do with a lot with the hazard ratio of 1.3 and the
confidence interval on that, and that confidence
interval is relatively wide. There's no reason for ne

to believe that any of the exposure analysis fell
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outside of that particular hazard ratio/confidence
i nterval

Q But that's specul ation on your part
because you don't know the answer to it, true?

A. | don't know what kind of anal yses they
di d.

Q Right. And, so, therefore, that's
specul ati on on your part, true?

A. | -- | go back to what | said, is that I'm
dependent on the toxicol ogists' exposure analysis and
how t hey interpreted that exposure anal ysis.

Q So nmy question is, it would be speculation
on your part, though, in terns of whether or not
M. Fancher -- it's a -- M. Fancher's exposure was
typical or atypical, true? Because you don't know
that fromreading their reports and you didn't do any
I ndependent anal ysi s?

A. | did not do any independent anal ysis, and
| don't know whet her that exposure is typical or
at ypi cal .

Q Right. |If you |look at M. Fancher's
report, on Page 14.

A. Yes.

Q The | ast paragraph on the -- well, the
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first paragraph -- the first full paragraph on the top
of the page says, "Finally, plaintiff experts
overenphasi ze the role of any toxin exposure in
Canp Lej eune water" -- excuse ne, let nme restart that.
"Finally, plaintiff experts overenphasize
the role any toxin exposure in Canp Lej eune water may
have pl ayed, despite inconplete information on true
exposure, differences in opinions fromexpert --
from exposure experts regarding | evel of exposure, and
very small |evels of increased risk, all the while
mnimzing the role of other risk factors such as
| ow-1 evel snoking or mlId obesity may play."
| read that correctly?

A. Correct.

Q Isn"t it true that you don't know that
I nformation too, as we just discussed?

A That is correct.

Q So you're -- and you're assum ng they
don't know it, right?

A. | -- they did not discuss that in -- they
did not discuss these differences of opinions in their
reports.

Q s it your testinony that the plaintiffs’

experts do not discuss opinions as to |levels of
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exposure in the water at Canp Lejeune and what |evels
are associated with what risks?

A. | would have to read the reports to --
to --

Q And if that is true, then your statenent
here woul dn't be correct, fair?

A. My statenent here is that there is
i nconpl ete information and differences in opinion from
exposure ex- -- experts regarding |l evel of exposure,
that's what |'m sayi ng.

Q So why is it that you chose to believe the
def endant' s experts on -- on exposure but not the
plaintiffs' experts on disclosure?

A. | had -- | had -- when | wote ny reports,
| had the defendant exposure reports in hand. |
didn't have these other reports until | got the -- the
expert reports fromthe plaintiff experts, and that's
where sonme of this material was.

Q So is what you're saying that the reason
why you chose to use the defendant's experts' reports
on exposure | evels, because those were the ones that
you had?

A. | had those originally, but I -- | also --

what | state here is that there's differences of
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opinion, and | can't judge which, you know, opinion in
terns of exposure is correct.
Q So let ne see if | understand.
You know that there are defendant's

experts on exposure |levels, true?

A. Correct.
Q You know that there are plaintiffs
| evel s -- experts on exposure |levels, true?
A. Correct.
Q You believe there are differences of

opi nions between the two?

A. | believe there are sone differences in
opinion as to the rel evance of that exposure, correct.
Q And you chose to use the defendant's
experts, even though you don't have the information to

be able to discern who is right and who is wrong,
true?

A. Not only is it the degree of exposures,
but it's also the strength of -- you know, the
strength of the association.

Q But you don't have the expertise to make
t hose judgnent calls, according to you, true?

A. | don't have the expertise to assess the

degree of exposure, and what | know, not only fromthe
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exposure experts and the epidem ology, is the strength
of the association and that the -- that dose and
exposure make a difference.

Q So let ne try to break this down for you.
| need a sheet of paper to do it.

You do not have the expertise to discern
whether -- who is correct in terns of the levels of
exposure that are consistent with being causally
related to kidney cancer as it pertains to the
Canp Lej eune water, true?

A. That is correct.
Q Ckay. Despite that, you chose to use the

defendant's experts' levels, true?

A. That was one of the things that |
utilized, correct.
Q Ri ght. Then you said the second thing you

utilized was the strength of association, true?

A. Correct.

Q But you've said already today that the
strength of associations you've seen in the
Canp Lej eune epi dem ol ogy, and ot her epidem ol ogy, are
such that it could be causal depending on the dose and
t he duration, true?

A. Coul d be, correct.
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Q Okay. And then you said, you | ooked at
the dose and duration as the third thing, true?

A. Correct.

Q But you don't know the dose and you don't
know t he duration for any of these plaintiffs, fair?

A | do not know the exact dose and -- and
duration aside fromwhat others have testified.

Q Al right. So if you don't have the
knowl edge to discern the |levels, and the strength of
association is one that could be causally related, you
just need to know the dose and the duration, and you
don't know the dose and duration, why did you choose
the defendant's experts over the plaintiffs?

A. | think that it is the totality of the
evidence that | am | ooking at and | ooking at whether a
exposure is likely the cause in an individual patient.
And the other parts of the testinony that | gave is
that the majority of patients with kidney cancer have
an unknown cause regardl ess of their prior exposure.

Q And |I'm going to ask you about the rest of
the plaintiffs in a mnute, but for this question, |'m
not asking you about the differentials that you did.

" masking -- or I'mnot asking about the specifics of

t hat outside of this one point, which is you' ve chosen
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as part of your differential to accept the defendant's
experts' positions on the exposure |evels necessary
and the exposure levels for each of the individual
plaintiffs, true?

A. | " ve accepted their analysis of exposure.

Q Ri ght. And you, despite not having enough
know edge from your background or facts about the dose
and duration of exposure in this case, despite not
havi ng that, which would make it not possible for you
to discern who's right and who's wong, you chose to
use the defendant's experts' opinions, true?

A. |"ve used the defendant's experts'

opi nions on dose and exposure, that is correct.

Q Why ?
A. Because | am not the expert.
Q But you know that there are experts on

behal f of both the plaintiff and the defendant that

have differing opinions, true?

A. Correct.
Q So why use -- why unilaterally choose the
def endant's experts -- strike that.

Do you have an understanding that the
plaintiffs have experts in exposure, toxicology, and

epi dem ol ogy?
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A. Yes.

Q Do you have an understanding that those
experts are saying that the Canp Lejeune water did --
that that exposure to Canp Lejeune water was at
sufficient |levels to cause kidney cancer?

A. Yes.

Q And you have an understanding that there
are experts on behalf of the plaintiff that are saying
t hat each one of these five plaintiffs did have
exposures at |evels that were sufficient to cause

t heir ki dney cancer?

A. Yes.
Q And you rejected those, true?
A. | didn't reject those opinions. | was

asked in -- that what is it likely that this
I ndi vidual's cancer was caused by this exposure, even
i f that exposure was theoretically sufficient.

Q But you don't -- you -- you test- --
correct me if I'mwong, you testified earlier that
you, as you went down your differential, when you got
to Canp Lej eune water, you excluded that solely on the
basis of other experts, right?

A. So in ny differential diagnosis, | | ooked

at what are known as occupational exposures that woul d
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be fit into these environnental exposures, and both
the -- both the defendant ex- -- exposure experts as
well as the literature suggest that it was nuch higher
| evel s of exposure that are used -- that one can say
are causally associated in an individual patient.

Q Right. And the plaintiffs' experts
di sagree with that, right?

A. The plaintiffs' experts do disagree with
t hat .

Q Right. You don't have the expertise to
make a determ nation of who is right and who is wong
on that, true?

A | don't have an ex- -- | don't have
i ndependent ways of assessing right or wong between
t hose experts, but | also know that npbst of the other
epi dem ol ogi ¢ studi es | ooki ng at exposure and ki dney
cancer were in pa- -- in individuals who had high
occupational |evels of exposure.

Q Well, the only studies you're aware of
that you actually read were the Canp Lejeune studi es,
true?

A The specific studies | read were fromthe
Canp Lej eune, but that doesn't -- we referred to the

MABEL study before that | referred to that | | ooked at
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as well. And so | think that there are other studies
| ooki ng at occupati onal exposures.

Q But the only ones you read were related to
Canp Lejeune, true?

A The ones that | read in detail were the
one -- were the epidem ol ogic studies from
Canp Lej eune.

Q Right. So ny question still is the sane,
which is, if you don't have the expertise to determ ne
whet her the defendant's experts on this issue are
correct or the plaintiffs' experts on this issue are
correct, why did you just choose the defendant's
experts?

MR. BU. (Objection to form

You can answer.
BY THE W TNESS:

A. So the defendant's experts -- | will say
agai n, the defendant's experts' assessnment of exposure
was one of several things | utilized to assess
causati on.

BY MR. MANDELL:

Q No, and we went through the --
A. Ri ght .
Q -- three different things you did,
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right -- or excuse ne. W went through the three
different categories of things that you believe you
used, true?

A. Correct.

Q " m happy to go through them agai n, but
t he conclusion of that was, you didn't have enough
expertise to determne the levels or the facts in
terms of dose and duration.

So if that's true, why would you have
chosen the defendant's experts' positions over the
plaintiffs' experts' positions?

MR. BU. (Objection; form

You can answer.

BY THE W TNESS:

A. You're -- you're making the presunption
that ny -- that the vast mpjority of the decision is
based on the exposure, but it's also exposure as
well -- as well as the strength of the evidence. And
the strength of the evidence has to do with the
epi dem ol ogi ¢ studies that | ooked at a hazard ratio of
1.3 to 1.4.

BY MR. MANDELL.:
Q Right. And we've gone through this at

| engt h, but you've said that that exposure, that

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division www.veritext.com
Case 7:23-cv-00897-RJ  Document 508-9  Filed 08/26/25 Page 182 of 314



© 00 N o o0 b~ W N

N N N N N P P PR R R R R R,
A W N P O O 00 N O O B WO NN — O

Page 182

strength of association can be causally associ ated
with kidney cancer. So if that's true, you said you
woul d need to know t he dose and the exposure. You've
said you don't know the dose and the exposure.

So the question is, you have two expert
sets. You' ve got the defendants saying, Well, | don't
think the |l evels are enough. You' ve got the plaintiff
experts saying, | think these |evels are enough. Wy
choose the defendant's experts over the plaintiffs'
experts?

MR. BU:. (Objection; form

You can answer.

BY THE W TNESS:

A. | think we've -- we've discussed this.
don't know if there's anything nore that | can say.
BY MR. MANDELL.:

Q Okay. And if -- if this case goes to
trial, there will be nothing else nore that you would

have to say on that issue at trial, true?

A. That is correct.
Q You say on Page 12 of the Fancher
report -- at the very bottom it says, "Additionally,

M. Fancher has not suffered any significant |ong-term

heal t h consequences of his renal cancer," true?
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A. Correct.
Q Do -- do you have an understanding as to

this flank bulge that M. Fancher has?

A Yes, | do.
Q VWhat ' s your understanding of that?
A My understanding is that this is a

surgical conplication known as a flank hernia or
surgi cal herni a.

Q Do -- do you have an understanding as to
whet her or not that causes him pain?

A. My understanding, if | recollect correctly
fromhis deposition, that does cause himdisconfort
and pai n.

Q And | was going -- | was going to ask
about disconfort.

So when you say that he hasn't suffered
any long-term health consequences, would you agree
that that's a long-term health consequence that is of
significance to M. Fancher?

A. | -- I've seen lots of patients with these
kind of flank hernias. Wiile it is a consequence, it
Is typically something that can be managed with
bi nders and girdl es.

Q Do you have an understanding as to whet her
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t hose binders or girdles are a pleasant experience for
the patients?

A. | -- they're not pleasant.

Q Right. So how do you -- so did you
consi der that when you wote that there were no
significant long-terminplications of his kidney
cancer?

A. It is a bit of a interpretation of medical
significance. Considering in the context of other
patients like this that |I've seen, | consider it an
i ssue but not a significant nedical issue.

Q. Al right. And -- strike that.

Let me ask you this, nost respectfully, if
t hat was happening to you, would you consider that to
be of significance?

A. | would consider it to be of significance,
but | don't consider it a significant nedical
conplicati on.

Q M. Howard's report, Exhibit 3. |'m going
to go to the sane section, Page 12.

Whul d you agree with ne that there are no
risk factors for M. Howard that you would assign any
causal association to in your risk factor |ist that

you have here with regard to renal cell carci noma?
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That is correct.
All right. So if the case goes to trial,

not be giving any opinions that there is any

obesity that played any part in M. Howard's renal

cell cancer, true?

A

> O >» O >» O > O

Q
asbest os,

A.
Q.

True.

Snoki ng, true?

True.

Hypertension, true?

True.

Chroni c kidney di sease, true?
True.

Di abet es?

True.

True. COccupational exposure to cadm um
petrol eum byproducts, true?
True.

Heavy use of non-steroidal

anti-inflammtory drugs, acetam nophen and phenacetin?

A.
Q

True.

By the end of this, I'Il get it.
Geneti c predi sposition syndrones, true?
Tr ue.

Chronic infection and i nflanmmtion, true?
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A. True.

Q The only thing that you have for
M. Howard in terns of a likely cause is an idiopathic
di agnosi s because you didn't find anything else, true?

A That is correct.

Q And woul d the sane discussion that we had
wth regard to M. Downs and M. Fancher apply to
M. Howard, that the reasoning for why you didn't have
Canp Lejeune water on his differential is because of

your reliance on other experts, true?

A Correct.
Q And that's despite the fact -- strike
t hat .
For M. Howard, you did not do anything to
try to figure out where his exposures fell in terns of

the netrics used by the only epidem ol ogy that you
| ooked at, the Canp Lejeune studies, true?

A. Correct.

Q And you don't know from any of the other

experts in the case, the toxicologists, or anybody

el se for that matter, where M. Howard woul d have
fallen in those exposure categories, true?
A. Correct.
Q And if M. Howard' s exposure was in |levels
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that were -- categories that were associated with
i ncreased hazard ratios, that's sonething you would
have wanted to know, true?

A. Once again, |, as -- as was stated
previously, | had no reason to believe that his
exposure |l evels were outside of the range that was
reported in the -- in the epidem ol ogy studies.

Q. Right. But if he -- if he did have
exposure | evels associated with increased hazard
ratios, that's sonething you would have wanted to know
about, true?

A. The -- we've discussed this before, that
exposure levels were likely simlar to what's been
reported in the -- in the epidem ol ogy studi es.

Q So you woul d have wanted to know what
t hose were because those were the epi dem ol ogy
literature that applied to the exact popul ation at
| ssue, true?

MR. BU: Cbj ection; form

You can answer.
BY THE W TNESS:

A | think we've discussed these. W've

asked these questions before.

BY MR. MANDELL:
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Q So yes?

A Fai r enough.

Q Okay. "Fair enough" neaning yes?

A Yes.

Q Okay. | should have asked this before,

but let nme just do a kind of broader question here.
For any of the three individuals that

we' ve tal ked about so far, M. Downs, M. Fancher,

M. Howard, there's no risk factors that you're aware

of that would be in any way causally related, outside

of the list that you have in your report, true?
A. That's correct.
Q Coul d you pull out your report for
M. Mousser, please.
On Page 13, right above the -- the section

that says, "Responses to Plaintiffs' Experts"?

A. Correct.
Q There is a paragraph, and it says, "As
such, M. Mousser's UTUC' -- upper tract urothelial

carci nomn, correct?
A. Correct.

Q -- "is unlikely to be related to

Canp Lej eune exposures and is far nore |ikely than not

to be -- far nore likely than not related to prior
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snmoki ng and possi bly an undi agnosed chronic

i nfl ammatory condition of the right kidney," true?
A. Correct.
Q You cannot say to any degree of certainty

whet her any chronic inflamatory condition was
causally related to his kidney cancer, true?

A | -- I can't be certain, because sone of
that is based on -- on sinply the pathol ogic anal ysis
of his normal kidney when he had the nephrectony, and
sone of the -- the history of prior hematuria, details
of which were not necessarily always clear in the

medi cal record.

Q Ri ght. There wasn't enough information,
true?

A That woul d be fair.

Q So -- let me ask it a different way.

Is it fair to say that there was not
enough information for you to nake any opinion to any
reasonabl e degree of certainty that an undi agnosed
chronic inflanmatory condition was related to
M. Mousser's upper tract urothelial carcinoma, true?

A. So -- ask the question again. Sorry.
Q Sure. You, as you sit here now, do not

have enough information to be able to say to a
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reasonabl e degree of nedical certainty whether it is
as likely as not or nore |likely than not that
M. Mousser's undi agnosed chronic inflamuatory

condition was causally related to his cancer, true?

A That is true.
Q Okay. So to the extent this case goes to
trial, you will not be giving any opinions that there

was any causal rel ationship between this undi agnosed
chronic inflammatory condition of the right kidney, as
you understand it, and his cancer, fair?

A. As | state, it's possibly related. If we
say is it nmore likely than not, that would be -- |
could testify to that.

Q Right. You couldn't say that to any
degree of certainty, true?

A. | couldn't say that to a degree of
certainty.

Q Right. OCkay. And is -- is one of the
reasons why you say that because there wasn't this
m croscopy or immunofl uorescence and el ectron
m croscopy done at the surgery tine?

A In -- in part. So what | would say is
t hat the pathol ogic analysis on the normal Kkidney that

was done in conjunction with the nedical history that
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was avail abl e suggests that there may have been a -- a
preexisting inflamatory condition. That's all | can
say.

Q But you just -- but is the reason why you

can't say to any degree of certainty because they
didn't do sone of this additional testing?
A I n part because they didn't do sone of the
addi ti onal testing.
Q Got it.
And you, as you sit here today, do not
know t he extent of hematuria that M. Musser had

bet ween 1984 and 2013, true?

A That is correct.

Q And from 2013 until his diagnosis in 20207

A That is correct.

Q You do say that you think that M. --
strike that.

How do you describe the relationship
bet ween any snoking that M. Musser had and his
cancer ?

A Let me re- -- let ne review here again
exactly what | said.

So unli ke renal cancer, the strength of

associ ati on between snoki ng and upper tract urothelial
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cancer is nuch stronger. | have to | ook again at
exactly the hazard ratio, but nore on the order of 4
or 5 rather than 1.4. And the population attributable
ri sk, rather than being what we tal ked about,
18 percent, is nore like 50 percent.

And then thirdly, M. Musser was a
snoker, especially in the Marines, and so, therefore,
| conclude that this is at |east possibly related to
hi s cancer.

Q So you just used the word "possibly
related.” |Is it fair to say that you can't say to any
degree of scientific or medical certainty that his
snmoking is related to his cancer?

A. It's difficult to be absolutely certain
about anything in this business, but | would say that
hi s snoking was much nore likely related to his cancer
t han any exposure to Canp Lej eune water.

Q Well, now you're conparing the snoking to

the Canp Lejeune water. That's different than whether

it's the nost likely cause of his cancer, true?
A. That is fair.
Q So is what you're saying that you think

that M. Mousser's snoking history is nore likely the

cause than Canp Lejeune water, but that you can't say
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that his snoking history is to any degree of certainty

t he actual cause of his kid- -- of his cancer?
A I --
Q Do you understand what |'m saying?
A. | understand what you're saying. It is --

snoking is certainly a lot nore likely than

Canp Lejeune water. | think it's nore |likely than not
that snmoking is causative of his cancer. If you're
asking nme, can | be certain that it's a cause of his
cancer, | can't be certain.

Q Well, why do you say "it's nore |ikely"?
You just a second ago you used the word "possibly."

A. We may be splitting words in terns of
"possi bl e" because there are legal definitions in
regards to nedical definitions. | will stick with ny
report that says "nore |ikely than not."

Q Do you -- can you say to a 50 percent or
nore |ikelihood, if you're weighing these options, if
you' re wei ghi ng snoki ng versus idiopathic versus
Canp Lej eune water versus this whatever else, can --
can you say that the snoking was 50 percent or nore
related to the cancer; not is it nore than the
Canp Lej eune water, but is it 50 percent or nore a

cause of his cancer?
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A. | woul d say yes.
Q Okay. What's the basis for that?
A. The basis of that is the degree of

snmoki ng, which, you know, was what | would call rather
significant, the fact that about 50 percent of all
urothelial concerns are -- are associated w th snoking
according to studies, and then the hazard ratio --
which I think | have here sonmewhere, let nme see if |
can find it. Yeah, the relative risk, the hazard

ratio is 4 for snoking.

Q What are you | ooking at?

A. " mon Page 7 of ny report on Mousser.

Q So on Page 7, you have one study that has
arisk -- hazard ratio of 4, true?

A. Correct, correct.

Q s that what you're basing your opinions

on, that one study that has a hazard ratio of 4?

A. That is one exanple, and al so the fact
that the snoking-related risks persists even in
pati ents who have discontinued snmoking. | reference
that as well.

Q You had said that you believed that
M. Mousser's snoking history was, quote, "rather

significant."
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How do you define "rather significant"?

A | have to review the details. | --
Q How about -- you can take your tine and
review the details if you'd like, but I -- 1 just kind

of mean, how do you generally define that?

A. In -- in general, patients who have, you
know, snoked a pack a day for, you know, nore than
five years, in general that would be considered
significant.

Q Do you have any evidence that M. Mousser
snmoked nore than a pack a day for five years, for nore
than five years?

A So | don't have exact details on his
snmoki ng. \What | gave was sort of approxinmates, but he

does have a snoking history --

Q Are you | ooking at your report?

A. " m | ooking at ny report on Page 11.
Q Ckay.

A. l"msorry. | also know that he --
Q Can you just give ne one second --
A. Sorry.

Q -- just to get there? Sorry.

A. Sorry.

Q Tell me where you are on Page 11
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A. " mon the second-to-1last paragraph on the
bott om of Page 11.

Q Yes.

A. That he snoked daily when he worked at
National Car Sal es and that he snoked while he was in
t he Marines.

Q So do either of those give you a history
of smoking one pack per day for over five years?

A | don't have that exact nunmber. You asked

before for an approxi mate nunber, and | gave you that.

Q. So --
A. In terms of risk.
Q -- do you -- what was his -- what was --

what was M. Mousser's snoking history as you assuned
it to be in his history? Wat was -- what was that
snmoki ng history?

A VWhat | have is here as |'ve docunented it.
| don't have a pack per day because the records were
somewhat i nconsistent.

Q Okay. Do you have any understandi ng, as
you sit here today, of what M. Mousser's snoking
hi story was while he was in the Marines?

A. If | recall correctly, it was -- there was

some docunentation to that effect, but | don't recall
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exactly what that was right now.

Q Okay. |If there is docunentation that
M. Mousser snoked |ess than a pack a week, woul d that
have any influence over your decisions at all?

A It -- it could have some influence over
the decision -- over ny analysis with the
under st andi ng that npbst people's recollection of
exposures can be vari abl e.

Q So if M. Mousser snoked | ess than a pack
a week, nore |like a pack every ten days, that woul d be
sonet hing that you would find to be not significant,
true?

A. If -- if M. Musser snoked only a pack
every, you know, ten days, and if there was no other
snoki ng history beyond sort of the Marines, that would
be | ess significant, that is correct.

Q And in terns of M. Mousser's -- you had
menti oned the snoking daily. Do you have any idea of
t he actual anount of snoking that M. Musser engaged

inin this 2012 tinmefrane that you reference in your

report?
A. | don't know that. All | know is what was
in the -- in the depositions, and I would have to go

back to those details.
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Q Okay. And you're -- are you talking about
the dep- -- the deposition of M. Mercer, who you
reference here in the report?

A | believe so.

Q Okay. Do you renenber at all as you sit
here today what M. Mercer said in terns of whether or
not he had an understanding of the total anmount that
M. Mousser snoked or didn't snoke in 20127

A | -- 1 don't recall the exact details of
that testinony.

Q Okay. But, for example, like -- strike
t hat .

Woul d the sanme general applicabl e snoking
significance apply as you stated in ternms of his tine
back in the Marines, that would apply simlarly to the
2012 ti mefranme?

A. It would apply simlarly.

Q Ckay. You agree that upper tract
urothelial cancer is a kidney cancer, true?

A. It is a cancer that arises in the kidney,
but it's a conpletely different cancer than rena
cancer.

Q I n your report, if you can turn to Page 6,

M. Musser, at the -- right under heading B.
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A. Yep.

Q It says, "Kidney cancer is generally
described as a single entity in broad epidem ol ogic
studies," and then you cite a study, Siegel, Gaquinto
and Jemal , right?

A. Correct.

Q. "However, it is critical to note that this
broad description represents a variety of distinct
mal i gnanci es conposed of nultiple histol ogic subtypes
arising fromthe kidney. The nbst commopn are renal --

renal carcinoma and upper tract urothelial

carcinoma -- cancer," true?
A. Correct.
Q UTUC is a kidney cancer, true?
A. It is a kidney cancer.
Q And you woul d agree with ne that upper

tract urothelial carcinoma is nost often grouped with
ki dney cancer in the epidem ol ogy, true?

A. It is grouped with kidney cancer or renal
cancer in the epidem ol ogy studies.

Q Al right. And so as you are approaching
revi ewm ng epi dem ol ogy studies, would you agree with
me that it would be entirely reasonable to utilize the

epi dem ol ogy that is utilizing the disease at issue?
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A So the answer is no because the
epi dem ol ogy studi es on kidney cancer are dom nated by
renal cancer diagnoses. Upper tract urothelial
cancers make up only a very small mnority of cases in
t hose studies. So whatever conclusions are made in --
I n those epidem ol ogi ¢ studies do not necessarily
apply to upper tract urothelial cancer.

Q You woul d agree that upper tract
urothelial is not the same thing as urothelial cancer
of the bl adder, true?

A. It is much nore closely related to

urot helial cancer of the bladder than it is to renal

cancer.
Q They're not the same thing, true?
A. They' re not exactly the sane thing, but

they're closely rel ated.

Q Al right. So let me see if | understand
what you're saying. Wat you're saying is, even
t hough you know that upper tract urothelial carcinomas
are, for purposes of the epiden ol ogy, grouped in the
category of kidney cancer, you don't think it's
appropriate to use the epidemology results from
ki dney cancer as it applies to upper tract urothelial

carcinoma, is that right?
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A That's correct.

Q Al right. Does that strike you as odd?

A. Not at all because epidem ol ogic studies
by their very nature need to group diseases in -- you

know, need to group nmultiple diseases into one sort of
big category. Sone of those di seases nmay be very
different and may have very different etiologies. And
if a cancer, in this case, is -- is very different and
makes up only a small mnority of an epidem ol ogic
cohort, then that -- the -- the results fromthat
study may not apply.

Q But if you wanted to try to figure out
where those people, the -- all of the people who had
upper tract urothelial carcinoma, right, where they
fit into the epidem ol ogy, you would | ook to where the
ki dney cancer results are, right?

A. | would | ook for studies -- if | really
wanted to know that, | would | ook for studies with
upper tract urothelial cancer specifically, because
there's sinply not enough cases of upper tract
urot helial cancer in the general kidney cancer
epi dem ol ogy to make any firm concl usi ons.

Q So the studies that you cited in your

report all have upper tract urothelial carcinom with
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t he ki dney cancer cases, true?

A So the -- the -- what -- what | describe
Is the data that is -- as it is best understood for
upper tract urothelial cancers. The upper tract
urot helial cancer epidem ology and -- and etiol ogic
factors are nuch nore closely related to bl adder
cancer than they are to renal cancer.

Q My question was just, the studies that you
cite in your report group renal pelvis or upper tract
urothelial carcinoma with kidney cancer, true?

A. | don't believe that's conpletely true. |
woul d have to | ook at every single reference here.

MR. MANDELL: Can | have 59, please.

(WHEREUPON, a certain docunment was
mar ked Dr. Stadler Deposition Exhibit
No. 17, for identification, as of
07/ 16/ 2025.)
BY MR. MANDELL.:

Q Exhibit 17 --

A. Yep.

Q -- is the Siegel, G aquinto, and Jenul
st udy?

A. Correct.

Q And if you | ook at Page 14, at the very
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bottomleft of the table, it's a -- | think it's maybe
two --

A. Yep.

Q -- or three in?

A. Yep.

Q At the bottomleft of the table --

A. Correct.

Q -- there is a category for urinary
bl adder. Under Urinary System --

A. Correct.

Q -- there's a category for urinary bl adder,
true?

A. Correct.

Q And then one for kidney and renal pelvis?

A. Correct.

Q So the renal pelvis would be upper tract
urot helial carcinom, true?

A. Correct.

Q And if you | ook at Page 187

A. Yes.

Q 267

A. Yes.

Q 37 and 38, all the sane, true?

A. Correct, and this is exactly what | said,

877-370-3377
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Is that in these epidem ol ogic studies, these cancers
tend to be grouped together in ternms of describing
I nci dence and out cones, but they are very different
cancers when it conmes to etiol ogy.

Q But I -- | was just asking you the -- the
report, in your report, the studies that you cite,

t hey group them together?

A. I n sone of the studies that we -- yeah,
in-- interms -- if | talk -- when | tal k about
I nci dence, they are -- sone of the studies group them
t oget her.

Q Ckay. And are you aware as to how they

are grouped in the Canp Lej eune epi dem ol ogy?

A. To nmy understanding, and |I'd have to go
back to the original studies, the upper tract
urothelial cancers were grouped with the kidney
cancers, but there were very few of them di agnosed.

Q On Page 12, we've tal ked about snoking and
chronic inflanmtion and i nfection, true?

A Correct.

Q The remai nder of the itenms on your
differential diagnosis risk factor list, is it fair to
say you are not giving any opinions that any of those

are in any way causally related to M. Mousser's
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cancer?
A. That is correct.
Q So industrial exposure to polycyclic

hydr ocar bons, you're not giving opinions that that's

in any way causally related, true?

A True.

Q Genom ¢ predisposition, true?

A. True.

Q Obesity, true?

A True.

Q Dri nki ng water chlorination, true?

A True.

Q. Phenacetin use, true?

A. True.

Q And exposure to phytotoxin aristolo- --

ari stolochic acid, true?

A. True.

Q And there are no other ones that you are
aware of that are in any way causally related, true?

A. True.

Q Coul d you pull up your report on
M's. Tukes, please, Exhibit No. 5.

Woul d you agree with me on Page 12, |'m

going to take the genetic stuff aside just for a
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second, but taking the genetic stuff aside, would you
agree that in your differential |list here, there is no
risk factor that you associate in any causal way for
Ms. Tukes with her renal cell carcinom?

A. Correct.

Q besity, you do not associate it in any
causal way, true?

A. Correct.

Q Snoki ng, you do not associate in any
causal way, true?

A. True.

Q Hypertension, you don't associate in any

causal way, true?

A. True.

Q Acqui red cystic disease of the kidney,
true?

A. True.

Q Cccupati onal exposure to cadm um

asbest os, and petrol eum byproducts, true?

A. True.

Q Heavy use of non-steroidal
anti-inflammtory drugs, acetam nophen, or phenacetin,
true?

A. True.
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Q And chronic infection and i1 nflammti on,
true?

A. True.

Q Al right. Let ne just junp back for one

second. For M. Mousser, you did not have
Canp Lej eune water exposure on M. Musser's -- as
being causally related to his cancer, true?

A. Correct.

Q We' ve gone through that at |length with the
three previous plaintiffs, M. Downs, M. Fancher, and
M . Howar d?

A. Correct.

Q Is it the sane applicable analysis for
M. Mousser?

A. It is a simlar analysis except for the
fact that as a urothelial cancer, there is even |ess
epi dem ol ogi ¢ evidence that TCE is a -- that TCE
exposure is related to urothelial cancer.

Q Did you do any anal ysis of that yourself,
or are you relying on the experts for that?

A l'"'mrelying both on experts as well as
liter- -- general literature on -- on causation of
urot helial cancer.

Q You can't cite any literature, true?
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A. Just -- just the general literature that |
reference in regards to sonme of the chapters on
urot helial cancer and on upper tract urothelial
cancer.

Q And you don't know as you sit here today
whet her they have any nentioning at all of any of the
chemcals that were in the water at Canp Lejeune,
true?

A. To -- to ny know edge, it did not have any
specific mention of water in Canp Lejeune.

Q Okay. You do not have Canp Lejeune water
on your risk factor differential diagnosis |list for
Ms. Tukes, true?

A. Correct.

Q s it the sanme analysis as M. Howard,
Downs, and Fancher?

A. Correct.

Q Now, on page -- if you could turn to
Page 13 of Ms. Tukes.

Under this heading Nunmber 7, it says,
"“Al t hough Ms. Tukes underwent formal genetic
counseling and testing and no defined genetic
abnormality was found, the famly history of renal

carcin- -- of renal cancer in her nother and cousin
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and the nmultiple independent tunors strongly suggest
t he presence of an unrecog- -- -recogni zed genetic
predi sposition,"” and you cite Dr. Vance, true?

A. Correct.

Q Did you do any independent anal ysis of
Ms. Tukes' genetic or hereditary predisposition, or
are you re- -- relying on Dr. Vance?

A. | reviewed the genetic counselor's reports
and the genetic -- and the genetic testing that she
had.

Q So did you do your own independent
anal ysis of whether the genetic predisposition
syndrone that is undi agnosed or unrecogni zed, as you
say here, was causally related to Ms. Tukes' kidney
cancer; or are you saying that's what Dr. Vance is
sayi ng, as you understand it, so that's what you are
sayi ng?

A. | would -- | would say that Ms. Tukes had
a very rare cancer that is different from your typical
renal cancer. | would state that this rare cancer has
been reported to be nore common in African Anerican
wonmen and to be nultifocal, in other words, occur in
multiple -- in multiple tunors. And | know

I ndependently, based on ny work in kidney cancer, that
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mul tifocal, nulti-tunors is conmon in hereditary
ki dney cancers.

Q So did you do your own independent
anal ysis to cone to the conclusion that you believe
that Ms. Tukes' kidney cancer was hereditary and
undi agnosed pre- -- undi agnosed genetic
predi sposition, or are you relying on Dr. Vance?

A. | -- I am-- | have cone to ny -- | cane
to my own conclusion, and it's consistent with what --
Dr. Vance's.

Q Coul d you pull out Exhibit 16 for ne,
pl ease. Page 19.

Do you see how in the report of
Dr. Shahnasari an, the second paragraph, it says,
"Dr. Stadler and Dr. Johnstone concur that M. Tukes
has a genetic predisposition underlying her Kkidney
cancer di sease, but they ultimately defer to the

United States' retained genetics expert.”

A | see that.
Q s that true?
A. As |'ve testified, | did -- 1 -- 1

anal yzed these in the sense that the di sease patterns,
which I'mfamliar with, is nbst consistent with a

genetic syndrone, and that's the analysis | did.
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al so -- ny understanding fromthe Vance report was
that Dr. Vance cane to sort of the sanme concl usion.

Q So all -- 1 guess all I"'mtrying to figure
out here is, do you believe that you independently
cane to the opinion that Ms. Tukes had a hereditary
cancer, or are you relying on Dr. Vance for that?

A. I --

MR. BU. (Objection; form

You can answer.

BY THE W TNESS:

A. | cane to that conclusion independently.

BY MR, MANDELL:

Q Okay. And so in Paragraph Nunmber 7, it
says, "The famly history" --

MR. BU. |I'msorry, are we back to --

MR. MANDELL: Yeah, sorry.

MR. BU. -- the Tukes report?

MR. MANDELL: Sorry.

MR. BU. Ckay.

MR. MANDELL: |'mon exhibit --

THE W TNESS: 5.

MR. MANDELL: -- 5.

BY MR. MANDELL:
Q | n Paragraph No. 7, it says, "The famly
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hi story of renal cancer in her nother and cousin,"
true?

A. Correct.

Q Do you have any understanding as to
whet her or not Ms. Tukes' nother was formally
di agnosed wi th ki dney cancer?

A. | would have to go back to the exact
medi cal record. This was, if | recall correctly, part
of the analysis fromthe genetic counsel or that she
saw.

Q Okay. So in terms of your analysis of
that issue, the record that you would use to be able
to make that determnation is fromthe genetic
counsel or ?

A. It is fromthe genetic counselor and the
medi cal record as | had avail abl e.

Q Okay.

MR. MANDELL: Can | have No. 71, please.

(WHEREUPQON, a certain docunent was
mar ked Dr. Stadl er Deposition Exhibit
No. 18, for identification, as of
07/ 16/ 2025.)
MR. BU:. Thank you.
MR. MANDELL: Sure.
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BY MR. MANDELL:

Q Exhibit 18 we marked, is this the genetic
record that you're tal king about?

A | believe so.

Q Okay. |If you |look on page -- the second

page of the docunent, 479?

A. Correct.
Q VWhat does it say under "Mother"?
A "Was di agnosed with an unknown cancer

whi ch was netastatic, renenbers that her cancer [sic]
had a renal mass, but it is unclear if it was truly a
renal primary tunor."

Q Sois it -- is this what you woul d have

used to formthe basis of your opinion?

A. In part, yes.

Q All right. |Is there anything else you're
awar e of ?

A. Not that |I'm aware of.

Q Okay. The cousin, what relevance does

t hat have?

A. It just -- it -- it's also a -- afamly
menber, genetically rel ated.

Q Do you know if according to Dr. Vance

havi ng sonebody that is of that degree of famliality,
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if -- if that is relevant or not to whether or not a
cancer is hereditary or not?

A. | would have to read Dr. Vance's report,
but to understand the -- the details of the rel evance,
you woul d have to see sort of the en- -- entire famly
hi story.

Q Do you nean, like, I'mnot being -- |I'm
meaning this very seriously. On Page 479 and 480, are
you tal ki ng about that type of thing?

A It -- it would be simlar, but it would
have to be a nore formal of famlial analysis with a
famly tree, which | don't see here.

Q Do you know if there was a famly tree

literally |ike that done at UNC Heal t h?

A. | -- | don't know that.
Q Woul d that be relevant to your opinions?
A It -- it could be relevant to the

opi ni ons, but the other conponent of ny opinion really

Is the -- the clinical presentation of the disease.
Q So let ne see if | understand what you're
sayi ng.

The nost inportant factor to you in terns
of whether or not this was hereditary or not is the

clinical presentation of the disease?
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A. The clinical presentation of the disease
and the histol ogi c subtype, yes.

Q Did you -- so you said you read the
reports fromthe genetics, true?

A. Correct.

Q What did they conclude, do you have an
under st andi ng?

A The conclusion was, if | re- -- 1 nean,
the genetics is as -- oh, well, this -- this
exhi bit that you provided, Exhibit 18, doesn't have
those genetic results. If | recall correctly, the
genetic results did not denonstrate any known genetic
cause. They had offered a nore experinental whole
genonme anal ysis, but the patient declined to foll ow up
with that.

Q Wel I, the whol e genone anal ysis doesn't
have any genes that are known to be associated with
ki dney cancer that weren't in the panel that she had,
true?

A. That is correct.

Q So you're not attributing sone fault to
M's. Tukes about that, right?

A. | am not attributing any fault.

Q Al right. And is your nenory of the
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testing and the results that were done at UNC that the
genetics counsel or and experts at UNC believed that
Ms. Tukes likely did not have hereditary cancer?

A | don't renmenber sort of the details. |
think that there has been enough concern about
genetic -- there was certainly enough concern about a
potential genetic cause that they were interested in
doi ng sone further experinental testing to assess
t hat .

Q Sure. Well, | nean, you're famliar with
t he NCCN gui delines, right?

A. Yes.

Q And woul d you agree that that's part of
the reason why Ms. Tukes had the testing done in the
first place?

A. Correct.

Q And the reason you do the testing is to
figure out if there is a known hereditary gene that's
associated with this type of cancer, true?

A. Correct, but as | state, there are |ikely
unknown genetic causes as well beyond what's -- we --
we test for.

Q Ri ght, but you have no evidence of that,

true?
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A. My evidence for that is that the clinical
presentation is nost consistent with cancers of
hereditary origin.

Q But you have no evidence that there is any
ot her gene out there that is related to hereditary
renal cell carcinom, true?

A. The -- the lack of a definitive known gene
doesn't nean that it's not genetically rel ated.

Q My question is a little different, which
IS you have no evidence that there is any gene
anywhere in this universe that is causally related to
ki dney cancer as being hereditary outside of the test
that Ms. Tukes got, true?

A. There -- outside of the test that
Ms. Tukes got, there are no other standard genetic
tests for -- for hereditary kidney cancer.

Q Can you cite ne a gene that is linked to
hereditary renal cell carcinoma that was not tested

for Ms. Tukes, under the current state of the

literature?

A. Under the current state of the literature,
under the current state, |I'm not aware of any kind of
genes that Ms. -- Ms. Tukes was not tested for. |[|'d

have to review the full report again to take a | ook at
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t hat .
Q Al right. |Is there anything other than
what we -- strike that.
You did cite one study in your report on
Page 5. Do you see in the second paragraph, it starts

with "Finally"?

A. Correct.
Q You say, There are -- There are
therefore -- "Therefore, there are alnost certainly

undi scovered and undescri bed genetic predisposition
mut ati ons or syndronmes and di scovery of new cancer

predi sposing genes is an active area of scientific

research (see for exanple Roberts...)," true?

A. Correct.

Q Roberts was a study involving pancreatic
cancer, true?

A. Correct.

Q So you're not saying that there's anything

about Roberts that gives any specific informtion
about ki dney cancer, true?

A It's not giving information about ki dney
cancer. It was just as an exanple to say that there's
| ots of research ongoing | ooking for genetic causes of

cancer.
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Q So, again, though, what you're saying is
that there's a general concept out there that there
may be sonme unknown gene at sonme unknown tine that has
some unknown affiliation with some cancer that we just
don't know about, true?

A VWhat |'msaying is there's likely lots of

genes |i ke that.

Q But you can't cite one of them true?

A Well, if they're unknown, | wouldn't be
able to -- | won't be able to cite them correct.

Q So how do you know that it's |ikely?

A. Because | know it's being | ooked at, and |

know there's clinical syndrones |ike Ms. Tukes' that
are -- the clinical picture is nost consistent with a
geneti c cause.

Q. Well, isn't it true that nultifocal
cancers also are consistent with carcinogenic
exposure?

A So in the sense that the nost conmon
car ci nogeni c exposure |l eading to kidney cancer is
snoki ng, and snoking-rel ated cancers are very rarely
multifocal, | would say no.

Q Wel I, how about not snoking, how about

ot her carci nogens?
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A. ' m not aware of any carcinogens causing
ki dney cancer that cause nmul- -- nultifocal cancer.

Q You're just not aware of that?

A. ' m not aware of any.

Q If that was true and if that's in the

literature, would that change your opinion?

A It could, although when we say nultifocal,
we nmean -- we talk about nmultiple tunmors in humans,
not necessarily in animls.

Q Are you aware as to whether or not
Ms. Tukes' treating physicians believed that she has
an hereditary cancer?

A. | -- 1 don't know for sure what they al
believe. | know that they had enough concern that
they sent her for genetic counseling.

MR. MANDELL: Can you give ne Tab 84, please.
Thank you.

(WHEREUPON, a certain docunment was
mar ked Dr. Stadl er Deposition Exhibit
No. 19, for identification, as of
07/ 16/ 2025.)
BY MR. MANDELL.:

Q Dr. Stadler, Exhibit 19 is a record from

UNC Heal th, Bates 1553 TUKES 441.
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Do you see how on the bottom -- towards
the bottom of the page it says, "Cancer Screening"?

A. Correct.

Q It says, "This normal result is reassuring
and indicates that you do not |ikely have well
understood hereditary predisposition to renal cell --
to renal cancer," true?

A. Correct.

Q So woul d you agree that at |east the
providers at UNC at the tine believed that Ms. Tukes'
cancer was not likely hereditary?

A It says "not likely a well understood
hereditary predisposition to kidney cancer."

Q Do you take that as anything other than
they think that -- that the likelihood is not |ikely?

Does that nmke sense?

A. Not necessarily.

Q Ckay. Have you seen Mary Garbarini's
deposition?

A. | believe |I have, yes.

Q Do you know what she says about the

| i kel i hood of it being hereditary?
A. | don't recall off the top of nmy head.

Q Wuld it sound consistent with your nenory
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If I were to tell you that she said that that chance
was smal | ?
A | -- 1 don't know that.
Q Okay.
MR. MANDELL: Can | have 68, please.
(WHEREUPON, a certain docunment was
mar ked Dr. Stadl er Deposition Exhibit
No. 20, for identification, as of
07/ 16/ 2025.)
BY MR. MANDELL.:
Q This is an excerpted copy of the
deposition of Mary Catherine Garbarini, and if you can

turn to the | ast page, Page 88. Do you see how it

says, starting at line -- oh, I"'msorry, 877
A VWhat |ine?
Q The page before.
A. Oh, 87.
Q Yeah, I'mgoing to go on to 88.
A. Okay.
Q The -- Line 16, it says, "Near the -- |

guess the second-to-last line, it says the current --
‘since the current test is not perfect, it is possible
there may be a nutation that current testing cannot

detect, but that chance is small,' is that right?"
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Answer: "Yeah. | would say that that's
accurate.

"Why is the chance that there's a nutation
that current testing cannot detect small ?"

Answer: "I would say | think just the
standards of the testing that they have -- that they
had then were pretty conprehensive, as they are now.
| believe they can detect greater than 99 percent of
variants that are detectable in that region."

And then she says, "But the testing has
I nproved since then. They're able to get deeper
coverage than they were before. There are newer
testing technol ogies. W are just acknow edgi ng the
limtation of the test."

Do you see that?

A | do.

Q So is it fair to say she believes that
it's small?

A. It's fair to say that this genetic
counsel or believes that it's small, but this genetic
counsel or also states that there are newer testing
t echnol ogi es.

Q Ri ght .

A. And di fferent approaches.
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Q And as of -- as of the last -- |ast date
of her treatnment with UNC, are you aware of any

difference in that opinion?

A. "' m not aware of any differences in that
opi ni on.
Q Al right. Do you know what Ms. Tukes'

treating oncologist testified to in ternms of any
belief that there was any genetic cancer?

A. ' m not sure.

Q |'"mgoing to read you a question and
answer, and we can pull the deposition transcript too,
| -- | have it, but | just want to know if this jogs
your nenory.

Question: "Right, and we discussed
earlier that a genetic test cannot definitively rule
out a predisposition to cancer, correct?"

There was an obj ecti on.

The Wtness: "I think we kind of say when
the genetic test is negative, we rule out the
pr edi sposition.”

Does that sound like it jogs your nenory

in terns of --

A It --
Q -- what the oncol ogist --
Golkow Technologies,
877-370-3377 A Veritext Division www.veritext.com

Case 7:23-cv-00897-RJ  Document 508-9  Filed 08/26/25 Page 225 of 314




© 00 N o o0 b~ W N

N N N N N P P PR R R R R R,
A W N P O O 00 N O O B WO NN — O

Page 225

A. It -- it jogs ny nenory. It rules out a

genetic predisposition for known causes.

Q But that's all you can go off of, right?
| nmean, how -- true?
A. Yes and no. | nmean, we -- there's |ots of

things in nedicine we don't know, first of all.
Secondly, the way we've discovered the known genetic
causes is by recognizing certain clinical syndrones
and clinical presentations.

And what | would say is that Ms. Tukes'
presentation is con -- very consistent with other
genetic causes of kidney cancer, and -- and that's
what a lot of my conclusion is based on.

Q And it sounds like the treating oncol ogi st
di sagrees with that, true?

A Coul d Dbe.

Q Okay. How about the treating urologic
surgeon, do you renenber what Dr. MCarthy said?

A. | do not know what Dr. MCarthy said.

Q Let me read sonething and see if it jogs

your menory.

Question: "To the extent that there is a
genetic" -- strike that.
Question: "To the extent that there is
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genetic testing and that genetic testing cones back,
think you had said negative, or with no nutations,

that type of thing, does that -- what does that tel

you in terns of an inherited or genetic type cancer?"

Answer: "I would say that that would --
that that would lead ne to believe that this is
probably not related to her nother's cancer."

Question: "Okay."

Answer: "She did not inherit anything
from her nother predisposing her to kidney cancer."”

Does that jog your nmenory at all?

A It jogs nmy nenory.

Q Al right. So you disagree with that?

A. | -- | disagree -- A | disagree with the
fact that -- that there's any testinony that there's
no way that this could be genetic in origin, or that
the probability is | ow, nore accurately.

Q Well, did I -- did | read anything now
that -- that said that -- that the proba- -- that
there's no way that this could be genetic in origin?
You did not.

Okay. That's not what they said, true?
Correct.

o > O »

They're just saying -- they are saying,
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the likelihood is it's not genetic, right?

A That's fair.

Q And so you disagree with all of the -- the
treating physicians that | just nentioned, true?

A. | disagree with that.

Q Are you aware of any treating physician
for Ms. Tukes that says what you are saying, that --

that, no, despite all of the genetic testing that was

done -- and you understand it was nmultiple, true?

A. Correct.

Q -- despite all of that genetic testing,
this was still hereditary, just based off of clinical
findi ngs?

A. | don't know what all her physicians say,
but if -- if that's -- | -- | would -- | would

di sagree with any physician that says that this is
unlikely to be genetically rel ated.

Q Are you aware of any literature,
scientific article, journal, textbook, anything, that
says that if you have a negative genetic test that
that nmeans -- or strike that -- that you can di agnose
sonebody with hereditary renal cell carcinonma despite
t hat negative genetic test?

A So my -- ny opinion is that Ms. Tukes'
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cancer is genetic in origin. \Wether that's
hereditary or not, there's a subtle difference there,
but what | would say is, once again, that the only --
the only clinical scenarios that |'maware of in which
there are nultiple tunors and nultifocal cancer in --
for -- for kidney cancer are those in which there's a
genetic cause.

Q So do you associate those synptons
automatically with a hereditary renal cell carcinom
meani ng every tinme anybody has those, you have to
di agnose it as hereditary?

A My assunption is that if | would see a
patient with nmultiple tunors like this, not just one
or two or three, but multiple tunors as in this case,
| would very nuch believe that this is nore |ikely

than not to be genetic in origin.

Q So why do you do the genetic testing then?
A. You do the genetic testing to assess for
known genetic causes, and -- and if hopefully you'll

find a known genetic cause, but just because you don't

find a genetic cause doesn't nean it's not genetic in

origin.
Q Why do you hope to find a genetic cause?
A. Because if you find a genetic cause, that
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woul d all ow you then to di agnose whether other famly
menmbers carry that diagnosis -- carry that nutation
and are also at risk.

Q Do you know what the NCCN gui delines say
about what to do when you have nultifocal or -- or
mul ti ki dney tunors?

A. The NCN -- the NCCN gui delines suggest the
patients undergoi ng genetic testing.

Q Right. |Is there anywhere in the NCA --
NCCN gui del i nes that you' re aware of where it says
that that type of patient should be di agnosed with
hereditary renal cell carcinoma despite whatever the
genetic testing says?

A. That's not what the NCCN gui delines are
for.

Q Okay. Did you make any accounting in your
opi nions for the fact that Ms. Tukes is nore
susceptible to carcinogeni c exposure at |ower |evels?

A. So | know that the plaintiff experts made
some of those conclusions. | was unsure about that
biol ogic rationale, and to that extent | depended
on -- on Dr. Vance's anal ysis.

Q So you didn't make any -- you did not

account for that in your opinions?
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A. | -- | did not account for Ms. Tukes being
nore susceptible to toxic exposures, but | was -- but
| did not -- | did not account for any -- | did not

account for that.
MR. MANDELL: Ckay. Let's take a five-mnute
br eak.
THE VI DEOGRAPHER: We are now off the record at
3:05 p.m
(WHEREUPON, a recess was had
from3:05 to 3:16 p.m)
THE VI DEOGRAPHER: We are back on the record at
3:16 p. m
BY MR. MANDELL.:
Q Dr. Stadler, a couple nore questions for
you.
You had nentioned just a couple of m nutes
ago that Ms. Tukes, you believe, declined further

genetic testing?

A | believe that was the case.

Q Where did you get that fronf

A. | -- I -- even in your -- sone of these
ot her records fromthe genetic counselors, | believe

they stated that they offered whole genone testing

t hat she -- she decli ned.
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Q Okay. Do you have a cite or source for
t hat ?

A. | woul d have to go through all of the
records to take a | ook at that.

Q Okay. Are you aware of what Dr. Vance
testified when she was deposed just about a week or so
ago?

A. | recall seeing Dr. Vance's report. |If
there was a deposition only a week ago, then | have
not seen that.

Q And if Dr. Vance were to have said at her
deposition that she cannot say to any degree of
certainty that Ms. Tukes' cancer was of a hereditary

nature, would that influence your opinions at all?

A. It m ght, depending on the context of the
questi on.

Q So you'd need to see what she said?

A. Correct.

Q Okay. When -- you had said that when you

were drafting your reports or witing your reports
that you had the defendant's expert reports with you
but not the plaintiffs', true?

A. My initial draft was without all of the

plaintiffs' expert w tness, that would be correct.
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Q When did you get the plaintiffs' expert
reports --

A. Il --

Q -- or did you ever get the plaintiffs'

expert reports?

A. | did get the plaintiffs' expert reports.
Exactly when, | would have to go back and take a | ook.
| don't recall.

Q Was it before you -- your reports were
di sclosed to us or after?

A. So these final reports, which include sone
of ny responses to plaintiff experts, obviously were
witten after | received sone of those -- sone of
those plaintiff reports.

Q But the -- the plaintiff reports that you
mention in your -- in your reports are plaintiffs
specific causation experts, true?

A Yes, the plaintiff experts that are
referred to are nore related to the specific experts,
that's correct.

Q. Al right. D d you -- have you ever
reviewed, or did you ever review any of the general
causation experts for the plaintiffs?

A. | don't recall off the top of ny head, to
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be honest.

Q Okay. Is it fair to say -- or strike
t hat .

You -- if you could for nme, pull up
Exhibit, I think it's 6, the billing records.

A The billing records, yeah.

Q Can you tell nme where in your billing
records it says -- strike that.

Can you tell me where in your billing
records it says that you reviewed Dr. Goodman's
report?

A |"mnot sure if it says specifically.
| -- 1 believe I did read her report. |If you are
asking ne exactly when | read it, | can't tell you.

Q Well, | guess what |"masking is, is there
any docunentation in your billing that you read her
report?

A | don't believe so.

Q Okay. There is a notation in your report
that says -- Bates 803. If you |ook at the bottom
right-hand corner, it's |like the page nunbers.

A. Okay.

Q It says, "Goodman di scussion"?

A. Correct.
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Q What is that? Was that a di scussion?

MR. MANDELL: ©Ch, sorry.

MR. BU. So the substance of your conmmunications
with other DOJ experts are protected. You should not
di scl ose the substance of those communi cati ons.

BY MR. MANDELL.:
Q My question | guess is, is that -- where

it says, "Goodman discussion,” was that a discussion
with the -- your counsel ?

A There was a di scussion with counsel and --
and a phone call with counsel and Dr. Goodnan.

Q Ckay. So is what you're saying that you
had a conversation with Dr. Goodman?

A. | had a conversation at around that --

during that timefrane, yes.

Q And it was with Dr. Goodman?

A Dr. Goodman was on the call.

Q Okay. And is that what's referenced on
Bates No. 803, the Nunmber 17

A. Correct.

Q Ckay. Now, there are two line itens in
ltem No. 1. It says, "Prep Mousser opinion and

Goodman di scussion” for a total of 1.5 hours.

Do you see that?
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A. Correct.

Q Do you know how nmuch tinme was spent on
each?

A | -- I don't recall. | -- | also don't

recall any phone conversation of |onger than an hour.

Q So fair to say that any discussion with
Dr. Goodman woul d have been | ess than an hour?

A. That's fair to say.

Q On Bates 808, it says, Nunber 2,
"Di scussion with causation expert."

Do you know who that is?

A | don't recall. |[|'msorry.

Q Was it -- could it have been the
di scussion with Dr. Shahnasari an?

A It's possible. | don't -- | just don't
recall.

Q Al right. You had one call wth
Dr. Goodman?

A. There was only one call, to ny
recol | ection.

Q So this wouldn't be related to
Dr. Goodman?

A. This would not be related to Dr. Goodnan,

as far as | -- as | recall at | east.
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Q Okay. On Bates 798, it says, Review of --
Number 3, "Review of draft reports.”
VWhat does that nean?
A. What that neans is that | had put together

sone initial drafts of my opinions, and we

di scussed -- the attorneys and | discussed those
drafts.

Q So those are review ng of your draft
reports?

A. Correct.

Q | see. On Bates 809, it says, Nunber 2,

line item Nunmber 2, "Plaintiff expert report review'
Do you see that?

A. Correct.

Q And then it says, line item Nunber 4,
"Plaintiff expert report discussion"?

A. Correct.

Q Do you know if there is any billing other
t han these two references that would in any way
reflect your review of the plaintiffs' expert reports?

A. | don't believe there is anything beyond
those, but 1'd have to go through all of the billing
records in detail.

Q Ckay. The expert report discussion would
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have been with counsel ?

A Correct.
Q So if this is the only expert report
review, it would have been -- all of the plaintiffs

experts woul d have been reviewed in one hour, true?

A. | believe so, but | believe this reflects
the -- you know, nostly the specific causation
experts.

Q Okay. Do you know how many there are for

the plaintiffs that you've nentioned in your reports?

A. Not off the top of ny head.

Q Ckay. | just want to make sure |
under- -- understand your opinions as to Ms. Tukes.
s -- let ne see if | can summarize this accurately.

Your belief that Ms. Tukes may have
hereditary renal cell carcinoma is based off of the
fact that there m ght be some unknown gene that exists
that m ght be determ ned at sonme unknown tine that is
unknown in how the gene would be applicable to renal
cell carcinom, true?

A. That is correct, but it's based on her
clinical presentation.
Q Okay. | have no nore questions. Thanks.

MR. BU. Can we go off record?
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THE VI DEOGRAPHER: We are now off the record at
3:27 p.m
(WHEREUPON, a recess was had
from3:27 to 3:40 p.m)
THE VI DEOGRAPHER: We are back on the record at

3:40 p. m
EXAM NATI ON
BY MR. BU:
Q Dr. Stadler, so we've been working
together for sonme tine. |I'mNathan Bu. I'ma trial

attorney with the Departnent of Justice.

M. Mandel |l asked you sonme questions about
ri sk factors and about causes in your reports and in
this litigation. Can you describe briefly the
difference, if any, between a risk and a cause?

A. So fromny perspective, a risk factor is
sonet hing that increases the odds of a particul ar
cancer. Those increase in odds can be dramatic or
t hey can be nodest or they can be low. In general
when | | ook at causation, | |look at the -- that a
particular etiologic factor is for the npst part nore
i kely than not to be the cause of that particular
patient's cancer.

Q Ckay. And do you also recall sone
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questions about a proportional attributable share for
snmoki ng and obesity?

A. | did. We talked about a population risk
attribution for obesity, and snoking in renal cancer.

Q So if the attributable share for snoking
Is 18 percent, does that nean that for 18 percent of
renal cancers snmoking is a cause or snoking is a risk
factor?

MR. MANDELL: Obj ecti on.

BY THE W TNESS:

A. | would say that the -- in -- in a
popul ation, | would consider that snoking would be the
cause in about 18 percent of patients.

BY MR. BU:

Q Ckay. And can you explain briefly the
difficulty, if any, in identifying a cause even when
risk factors are identified?

MR. MANDELL: Objection.

BY THE W TNESS:

A. So when risk factors are identified, as |
stated, the risk factors may be -- have a high, medi um
or | ow associ ated hazard ratio, so to speak, and in
t hose scen- -- scenarios in which the hazard ratio was

relatively | ow or nodest, it may be inpossible to
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determ ne in an individual patient, even one who has
t hose risk factors, whether that's the cause.
BY MR, BU.

Q Okay. When you were discussing idiopathic
and idiopathy with regards to the plaintiffs' experts,
you testified sonething along the |ines of, they
junped to their conclusion too quickly or they rul ed
out unknown causes w thout justification.

Can you explain what you nmeant by that, if
you renenber ?

A. So simlar to your prior question, if
the -- if a patient has a known risk factor, just
because that's the only risk factor that the patient
may have does not nean that that is the |ikely cause
in that patient and one still has to consider that the
cause in that particular patient may be idiopathic.

Q Okay. For each of the cases M. Mandel
wal ked t hrough you -- through your analysis of the
different risk factors for each of the plaintiffs, and
you expl ained that you' re not offering causal opinions
for many of those risk factors, do you recall that?

A. Correct.

Q So, for exanple, you' re not going to opine

in this litigation that Canp Lej eune water was the
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cause of M. Downs's cancer, correct?

A. Correct.

Q And you're not going to opine that his
snmoki ng history was the cause of his cancer, right?

A. Correct.

Q Do you have an opinion about whether the
snmoki ng history is a risk factor?

A I --

MR. MANDELL.: Obj ecti on.
BY THE W TNESS:

A. | believe that the snmoking is a risk
factor.
BY MR. BU:

Q You had nmentioned that you read two of

Dr. Goodman's reports, her bladder cancer report and
her ki dney cancer report.

Do you recall that?

A | did.

Q Why did you review her bl adder cancer
report?

A. | reviewed her bl adder cancer report

because | believe that upper tract urothelial cancer
and its etiology is nmuch nore closely related to

bl adder cancer than to renal cancer.
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Q Did you also review reports by Dr. Lisa
Bai l ey?

A. | did.

Q Okay. And did Dr. Lisa Bailey calculate

the risks attributable to Canp Lej eune water?

A Per ny recollection, she did. She did do
t hat .

Q And do you rely on those risk cal cul ati ons

in comng to your conclusions for your report?

A. | relied on those at |east in part.
Q Okay. Earlier you testified that you
don't think there -- and |I' m paraphrasing here,

there's not |ike an outer bound of |atency, that a
cancer does not occur so late that it can't be
attributable back to a prior exposure.

Do you recall that?

A | did.

Q Ckay. Are you expressing any opinions
about a | ower bound for |atency, whether a cancer nust
arise close in time enough to an exposure to be ruled
I n?

A. No, | don't have any opinions on that.

Q Okay. |Is there any reason to think that

your financial conpensation fromthe United States has
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affected your analysis in this litigation?
A. | do not believe so.
MR. BU. No other questions.
FURTHER EXAM NATI ON
BY MR. MANDELL:
Q One -- one question. Do you have as an
under st andi ng that any risk calcul ati ons done by

Dr. Bailey applied specifically to kidney cancer?

A. I would have to read the report exactly
again. | don't recall off the top of ny head.

Q. You don't know that?

A. | -- like, | reviewed the report, but |
don't recall the details exactly of how -- how she
applied her analyses to -- to what exact disease and

I n what exact context.

MR. MANDELL: Ckay.

MR. BU. Thank you, Dr. Stadler.

MR. MANDELL: Thanks, Doctor.

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: We are now off record at
3:46 p.m This concludes today's deposition.

Thereupon, at 3:46 p.m, on Wednesday,

July 16, 2025, the deposition was concl uded.
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, JULI ANA F. ZAJI CEK, a Registered
Pr of essi onal Reporter and Certified Shorthand
Reporter, do hereby certify that prior to the
comrencenent of the exam nation of the w tness herein,
the witness was duly sworn by ne to testify to the
truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.

| DO FURTHER CERTI FY that the foregoing is
a verbatimtranscript of the testinony as taken
stenographically by nme at the time, place and on the
date hereinbefore set forth, to the best of ny
avail ability.

| DO FURTHER CERTI FY that | am neither a
rel ati ve nor enpl oyee nor attorney nor counsel of any
of the parties to this action, and that | amneither a
relative nor enployee of such attorney or counsel, and
that | amnot interested directly or indirectly in the
outconme of this action.

I N WTNESS WHEREOF, | do hereunto set ny
hand on this 18th day of July, 2025.

s F Zgak

JULI ANA F. ZAJI CEK, Certified Reporter
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DEPCSI TI ON ERRATA SHEET

Assi gnment No. 7415291
Case Caption: In Re: Canp Lejeune Water Litigation

DECLARATI ON UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY

| decl are under penalty of perjury that |
have read the entire transcript of nmy Deposition taken
in the captioned matter or the same has been read to
me, and the sane is true and accurate, save and except
for changes and/or corrections, if any, as indicated
by nme on the DEPOSI TI ON ERRATA SHEET hereof, with the
understanding that | offer these changes as if still

under oath.

WALTER STADLER, M D., FACP

SUBSCRI BED AND SWORN TO

before nme this day

of , A.D. 20__.

Notary Public
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Federal Rules of Civil Procedure

Rule 30

(e) Review By the Witness; Changes.

(1) Review; Statement of Changes. On request by the
deponent or a party before the deposition is
completed, the deponent must be allowed 30 days
after being notified by the officer that the
transcript or recording is available in which:

(A) to review the transcript or recording; and

(B) if there are changes in form or substance, to
sign a statement listing the changes and the
reasons for making them.

(2) Changes Indicated in the Officer's Certificate.
The officer must note in the certificate prescribed
by Rule 30(f) (1) whether a review was requested
and, 1if so, must attach any changes the deponent

makes during the 30-day period.

DISCLAIMER: THE FOREGOING FEDERAL PROCEDURE RULES
ARE PROVIDED FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY.

THE ABOVE RULES ARE CURRENT AS OF APRIL 1,

2019. PLEASE REFER TO THE APPLICABLE FEDERAL RULES

OF CIVIL PROCEDURE FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION.
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VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS

COMPANY CERTIFICATE AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT
Veritext Legal Solutions represents that the
foregoing transcript is a true, correct and complete
transcript of the collogquies, gquestions and answers
as submitted by the court reporter. Veritext Legal
Solutions further represents that the attached
exhibits, if any, are true, correct and complete
documents as submitted by the court reporter and/or
attorneys in relation to this deposition and that
the documents were processed in accordance with

our litigation support and production standards.

Veritext Legal Solutions is committed to maintaining
the confidentiality of client and witness information,
in accordance with the regulations promulgated under
the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability
Act (HIPAA), as amended with respect to protected
health information and the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, as
amended, with respect to Personally Identifiable
Information (PII). Physical transcripts and exhibits
are managed under strict facility and personnel access
controls. Electronic files of documents are stored

in encrypted form and are transmitted in an encrypted
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fashion to authenticated parties who are permitted to
access the material. Our data is hosted in a Tier 4

SSAE 16 certified facility.

Veritext Legal Solutions complies with all federal and
State regulations with respect to the provision of
court reporting services, and maintains its neutrality
and independence regardless of relationship or the
financial outcome of any litigation. Veritext requires
adherence to the foregoing professional and ethical
standards from all of its subcontractors in their

independent contractor agreements.

Inquiries about Veritext Legal Solutions'
confidentiality and security policies and practices
should be directed to Veritext's Client Services
Associates indicated on the cover of this document or

at www.veritext.com.
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