
IN RE: 

IN H I E UN ITE D ST ATES DISTRI CT COU R T 
FO R TH E EA STE R'.\: DISTRI CT OF NORT H CA RO LIN A 

SOUTH E RN DIVI S IO N 
7:23-CV-897 

) 
) 

CAMP LEJEUNE WATER LITIGATI ON ) ORDER REGARDING REAPPOINTMENT OF 
) PLAINTIFFS' LEADERSHIP GROUP 
) 

This Documents Re lates to: ) 
ALL CASES ) 

Thi s ma tte r is be fore the cou rt suo s110111e n:gard in g the fo urth rea ppoin tme nt of the 

Pla inti ffs' Leade rship G roup (co llec ti ve ly. '· PLG"). 1 See [D.E. 11 : [D .E. 1 0l ("'C MO I"'). 

In CM O 1, e nte red July 19, 2023 , the co urt a ppo inted ce rt a in ind iv iduals to ro les 

111 the PLG fo r thi s li tiga tion ('" I. i tiga tio n·'). ro .F. 10] 1-2, 6. T he court made '·all 

appo intments . . . fo r a one-year pe ri od ... cxpirfin g] July 3 1, 2024." id at 9. In July 2024, 

the co urt reappo inted the PLG fo r ano ther year, from A ug ust I. 2024. to J ul y 31, 2025. [D.E. 

260] 1-2. In July 2025. the court reappoin ted the PLG for an additi ona l s ix mont hs. fro m 

August 1, 2025, to Februa ry I , 2026. [D.E. 442] 2-3. In January 2026, the court rea ppo inted 

th e PLG fo r a n additio na l five month s. fro m Feb ruary 2, 2026 to June 30, 2026. I D .E. 8081 

1-2. 

Based 0 11 the c urre nt PLG me m bers· p rev io us ly doc ume nted qualifi ca tio ns an d th e 

prog ress o f this Liti gat ion.~ th e court here by reappo int s the cu rre nt me mbersh ip o f the PLG 

from July I. 2026. to Octobe r 30, 2026 , as fo ll ows: 

Lead Counse l: J . Edward Bell 111 , Bell Legal Group 

1 The court has previo usly di scussed its inhe rent powers and th ose under the fe deral Rule s o f C ivil Procedure to 
ap poin t a plaintiff lead ersh ip grou p. See [D.E. 22) 6-8 . 

2 These consideratio ns, as we ll as the promoti on of e ffi c iency in the cond uct o f th is Litigation and th e modest length 
o f the reappoi ntme nt provided fo r herein, obviate a reappo intment process like th at used w ith the init ial two 
reappo in tme nts. See [D.E. 196] ; (O.E. 386). 
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Co-Lead Counsel: 

Liaison Coun sel: 

Reso lution Committee Member: 

Elizabeth Cabrase r, LiefT Cabraser Heimann & 
Bernstei n, LLP 
Michael Dowling, The Dowling Firm PLLC 
Robin Greenwald , Wei tz & Luxenbe rg, PC 
James A. Roberts Ill , Lewi s & Roberts, PLLC 
Mona Lisa Wallace, Wallace & Graham, PA 

Charles Ellis, Ward & Smith , PA 
Hugh R. Overh olt, Ward & Smith , PA 

Joseph F. Rice, Motl ey Rice LLC 

Afte r Oc tober JO, 2026. the co urt wi ll eva lua te whether there is a need fo r a new PLG, as 

well as other action relati ng to either the PLG or the Dqiartmc nt o f Justice ('" DOJ'" ). This 

eva luation wi ll include considerati on of \, he th er a globa l se ttlem ent is ac hieved by that date. 

More spec ifica lly, in light of the time already devoted to sett lement negotiations and the un ique 

val ue ofa global settlement as a means of resolv ing this Litigation (by, e.g , significantly reducing the time 

it would otherwise Lake fo r c laimants entitled to compensation to rece ive it and eliminati ng the expend iture 

of reso urces that wou Id otherwise be rcqu ired), the court expects the PLG and DOJ to use their bes t efforts 

to achieve a globa l settlement by October 30. 2026. Such efforts should include stream linin g by the PLG 

and DOJ of their approaches to settlement, as necessary, to maximize the possib ili ty ofa global settlement 

by October 30, 2026. Further, it is part icularly important to achiev ing a global settlement by October JO, 

2026, that the Parties be full y and ti me ly responsive to the Settlem ent Mas te rs. The court th erefore 

expec ts such responsiveness by th e PLG and DOJ as part o f their efforts to achieve the goal o f a globa l 

se ttleme nt by October J O. 2026. 

To help ensure that the settlement discuss ions proceed at an adequate pace, appro pri ate cou nse l 

from th e PI.G and the DOJ sha ll partic ipate in weekly meetings w ith the Sett lement Masters e ither in 

person or by vid eoconfe rcnce on dates and al times spec ified by the Settlemen t Masters after 

co nsultation ,,ith the PLG and DO.I in the peri od from entry of th is Order to Oc tober 30, 2026. There 

shall be no exce pt ion to the mee ti ng requi rement fo r any week absent a wrillcn request to the 

Settlement Masters fo r such exception and written approval by the Settlement Mas ters of the 

2 
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exception. 

All members of the PLG shall provide written notice to th e co urt within one week after 

entry of this Order statin g whether he or she acce pts reappointment. The written notice shall either 

be mailed or hand-delivered to the C lerk ·s offi ce in Raleigh. provided th at it is received by the 

deadline spec ifi ed. The notices shall be public and ava il ab le at th e Clerk's offi ce in Ralei gh. See 

f May 7, 2024 Text Ord.]. If in his or her noti ce a person dee lines reappointm ent, the reappointment 

provided for herei n shall be of no force and effect as to that person and the person·s term on th e 

PLG shall be deemed to have ended on June 30. 2026. The PLG rema in s subject to the procedures 

and responsibi li ties outlined in CMO I. [D.E. 10] 9. 

~ 
SO ORDERED. This °3c) day of June, 2026. 

<2~j f. M,..,,, .L 
RICHARD E. MYERS 11 
Chief United States District Judge 

LOUI SE W. FLANAGAN 
United States District Judge 
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T~/1/~ 
TERRENCE W. BOYLE v ( -
United States District Judge 

JAES C. DEVER III 
United States District Judge 
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